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‘Safety of children is our priority!’ 

Local school’s urgent plea for a new car park 


A LOCAL primary 
school is to launch 
a campaign to 
make sure it does¬ 
n’t miss out on a 
new car park 
which the head¬ 
teacher and gover¬ 
nors claim is des¬ 
perately needed to 
avoid parents pick¬ 
ing up children on 
a dangerous road. 

Staff at Llangan 
Primary School say that 
if the car park does not 
go ahead, they fear a 
child could be injured. 

The headteacher Mrs 
Mary Noyes explained: 
“For the seven years 1 
have been here we have 
been trying to get the 
car park. 

“It is needed because 
of the excessive traffic 
and the speed it travels. 
1 want children away 
from the road.” 

Currently, parents 
can pick up children by 
parking in a lay-by 
alongside the school, 
but Mrs Noyes pointed 
out that it still meant 
pupils were sometimes 
just feet from speeding 
vehicles which have 
ignored the 30mph 
warning signs. 


The lay-by can 
accommodate up to 15 
cars, but sometimes 
more than double that 
number can be outside 
the school, which forces 
some parents to park on 
the grass verges. 

Mrs Noyes said three 
incidents in recent years 
illustrated how danger¬ 
ous it was on the stretch 
of road outside the 
school: “About four or 
five years ago a child 
suffered a head injury 
when he was hit in the 
face by a vehicle wing 
mirror. 

“Three years ago two 
parents were lucky not 
to be killed when they 
were loading children 
and their cars were hit 
by vehicles.” 

Mrs Noyes said that 
over the years the local 
education authority had 
always been very sup¬ 
portive of the needs of 
the school and steps 
were taken to try and 
find a solution. 

Thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of Mr John 
Homfray, a local 
landowner, it appeared 
the problem was going 
to be solved. 

“Two years ago, Mr 
Homfray gave us a field 
which could be used for 
a school car park, and 


Pendoylan School 
Masquerade Ball 


A ^ 



ABOVE: 


The committee who organised a special 
Masquerade Ball for Pendoylan school. 
(See pictures and report on pages 20-21) 


REPORT 
by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


we were forever grate¬ 
ful to him. At the time 
money was put aside for 
the scheme. 

“It would mean a 
short two-minute walk 
for pupils and parents 
along a path at the rear 
of the school to a safe 
area well away from the 
main road.” 

The £130,000 
scheme was due to go 
ahead in February next 
year - in time for the 
school’s centenary cele¬ 
brations. 

However, amended 
plans have now been 
put forward proposing 
the car park is situated 
nearer the school and 
that the lay-by should 
go. The governors and 
staff are opposed to 
either of the changes. 

The cost of the 
amended scheme would 
be £280,000 - and the 
project has now been 
rejected because of the 
excessive cost. 

It is not scheduled 
now to go ahead in 
2011 . 

Mrs Noyes said the 
school would be in 

Vintage 
clothes 
sale for 
charity 

A VINTAGE and 
designer clothes sale 
will take place in the 
lesser hall, Cowbridge 
Town Hall, this 
Saturday (December 
11) from 10am to 
4pm. 

The sale will raise 
funds for Ty Hafan, and 
celebrity appearances are 
expected from Lucy 
Owen, Rebecca Evans 
and Rosie Swale-Pope. 

The event has been 
organised by a local 
woman, Elena Griffin, 
and the lesser hall will 
be transformed into a 
designer boutique 
clothes shop. 

At 2.30pm, there will 
be a short fashion show 
featuring local models. 

During the event, a 
cheque will be presented 
to Ty Hafan on behalf of 
Cowbridge Fashion 
Week. 


favour of the car park 
being built in a different 
location, as long as the 
costs did not go up and 
the scheme was com¬ 
pleted within the finan¬ 
cial year. 

She added that she 
was dismayed and upset 
that the school might 
miss out on the new car 
park. 

“I can’t guarantee the 
safety of the children, 
which is my first priori¬ 
ty- 

“I’d like to speak to 
the person at the council 
who has made this deci¬ 
sion.” 

Huw Davey, the chair 
of the governors, added: 
“I don’t want to be the 
person having to speak 
to reporters if an acci¬ 
dent has happened. 

“We have wanted the 
car park for many years 
but keep getting 
knocked back.” 

The school is to 
launch a campaign, in 
the hope of getting the 
original plan reinstated, 
and work under way, as 
soon as possible in the 
New Year. 

Bryan Jeffreys, direc¬ 
tor of learning and 
development at the Vale 
Council, said: “Officers 
from the Vale Council 
have been working with 


the headteacher and 
governors at Llangan 
School to develop pro¬ 
posals to improve the 
safety of pupils. 

“The school is adja¬ 
cent to a busy road and 
has insufficient parking. 
Measures to reduce the 
speed of traffic have 
been introduced but a 
more fundamental solu¬ 
tion is needed. 

“Following a kind 
donation of land from a 
local landowner, a plan 
was developed to estab¬ 
lish a dedicated school 
car park. 

Unfortunately as the 
proposal would have 
required parents and 
pupils to walk the final 
150 metres to the school 
along a new lane, there 
were concerns about 
safety and whether this 
£130,000facility would 
be used in preference to 
the current school lay¬ 
by. 

“An alternative pro¬ 
posal was developed to 
provide a car park 
adjacent to the school. 
These proposals have 
been estimated at 
£280,000, a figure 
beyond the funding 
available to the council 
or the school. 

“As a consequence, 
education staff and 


WAITROSE PLAN 
GOES ON SHOW! 



ABOVE (left to right): Rob Cadwell from 
Waitrose; Heather Brock; Catrin Hall, 
a store assistant from the Pontprennau 
store; and Jeff Bird. 
PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK 
(Turn to page 25 for report). 

Christ-ingle service 
at Holy Cross church 

AT 4pm on December 12, Holy Cross 
Parish Church will be holding its annual 
Christ-ingle service in Cowbridge. 

The first ever Christ-ingle service was held in a 
Moravian church in Germany on December 20, 
1747. 

Today, this advent tradition is becoming more 
and more popular in the UK. Christ-ingle is an all 
age service and is a delight to children and adults 
alike. 



highways engineers 
have been asked to 
review other options 
which may be available 
to improve safety for 
pupils. ” 

Mr Jeffreys added: 
“The council accepts 
the need to further 
improve the current 
arrangements and is 
determined to develop, 
in consultation with 
Llangan School, pro¬ 
posals which will 
achieve this objective. ” 


Tamara Drewe 
in Cowbridge 

BIG Screen’s presenta¬ 
tion of Tamara Drewe 
(Cert 15) will be 
shown tonight, 
(Thursday, December 
9) at 7.30pm in 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 

Set in an all-too-real 
rural location (Hardy’s 
Wessex?) it satirises the 
antics of the middle 
classes escaping to what 
they believe to be a new 
life, in contest with the 
‘locals’. Starring 
Gemma Arterton, 

Tamsin Greig, Roger 
Allam and Dominic 
Cooper, it is directed by 
Stephen Erears. 

Doors open 7.15pm. 
Tickets £3. 


ABOVE: 

Mrs Mary Noyes, staff and pupils say 
they need a car park so that pupils can 
he picked up in a safe area away from 
the main road. 
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Christmas 

Wedding 

Fayre ' This Sunday 


The Parc Hotel 
City Centre, Cardiff 

Tel: 02920 785592 


Sunday 12th December, 2010 
11.00am to 4.00pm - Free Admission 



First 50 through the door to have mulled wine & mince pies 

• Goody bags courtesy of House of Eraser 

• Mince pies and mulled wine of arrival 

• Live entertainment 

• Special offers and discounts throughout the day 



For further information/Spring events, please email 
j amie @ eternitywithlove.co.uk 
www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 
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Anti-social 
policies will 
cause division 
in society 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 


W HEN this 
Coalition 
Government 
revealed that its 
major policy, in order 
to rebuild the econo¬ 
my from the recession 
which the internation¬ 
al banks had caused, 
was to make hundreds 
of thousands of people 
unemployed, I 
thought that this was 
arrant foolishness, 
and in contradiction 
to the proven wisdom 
of Keynesian econom¬ 
ics. 

When members of the 
Government declared 
that they believed the 
effect of their policies 
on the population, was 
‘fair’, I then recognised 
that they have a totally 
different set of basic 
moral values concerning 
what is just and 

Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal organiser 
retires on a high! 

A S retiring 
Poppy 
Appeal 


organiser for the 
Royal British 
Legion, I would like 
to say a personal 
thank you to the 
people of Barry and 
the Vale for their 
very generous sup¬ 
port for the Poppy 
Appeal of 2010. 

The magnificent sum 
of £35,422 was raised 
despite these hard finan¬ 
cial times. 

This will very much 
assist the work carried 
out by the Royal British 
Legion to help former 
service personnel of all 
ages and their families 
when in need of support. 

Thank you to the team 
of volunteers, the local 
supermarkets and many 
other collecting outlets 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 



civilised in human soci¬ 
ety. 

Such anti-social poli¬ 
cies will create misery 
for millions in a divided 
society, and another 
generation of 
‘Thatcher’s Children’, 
excluded from gainful 
employment. 

The Government 
often says “There is no 
alternative,” to their 
policies. 

There is also no alter¬ 
native to the social con¬ 
sequences of these poli¬ 
cies. 

Intelligence should 
warn against the vio¬ 
lence, at every level, 
both personal and pub¬ 
lic, which a divided 
society must always 
bring. 

‘When will they ever 
learn?’ 

C N Westerman, 
Brynna 


We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


@BarryIsland proposals 
"make profound sense’ 


for their support. 

Special thanks must be 
made to the volunteers 
who raised the following 
in store at Morrisons, 
£5,884; Waitrose, 

£5,801; Tesco, £5,394- 
a mark of true dedica¬ 
tion. 

Also, thanks to the 
dedicated collectors at 
Lidl and Peterston- 
Super-Ely for their spe¬ 
cial efforts. 

Not to be forgotten... 
thanks to all the young 
cadets for their sterling 
effort in support of the 
appeal. 

My successor as 
Poppy Appeal organiser 
for 2011 is Mr Steve 
Whitehom (tel 07717 
897579 for any queries 
regarding the supply of 
wreaths, or to help next 
year’s appeal.) 

Keith Harris, 

Poppy Appeal 
organiser. Vale of 
Glamorgan 


I ATTENDED the meeting held in 
Barry Island Community Centre on 
November 29, which was referred to 
in last week’s GEM. 

Despite the obvious decline of this lovely little 
town, the various factions interested have been 
continually sniping at each other and criticising 
each other’s suggestions as to what should and 
should not be done - without actually doing any¬ 
thing. 

It is like watching a very long tennis match with 
the ball being endlessly lobbed back and forth. 

The proposals put forward at the meeting by 
Howard Metcalfe of @ Barry Island made profound 
sense to me. 

What Barry needs is really quite simple - some¬ 
thing that does not exist anywhere else. This is the 
lesson of the history of the town. 

David Davies built Barry Dock to export his 
coal because he could not get access to Cardiff 
Dock. He broke the monopoly and Barry Dock 
rapidly outstripped Cardiff. 

Barry still holds the record for the most coal 
ever exported from a single port in a single year. 
The railway that brought the coal to the docks also 
brought trippers and holiday-makers and brought 
them in their thousands. 

Why? Because Barry had, and still has, the 
nearest bathing beach to Cardiff and the valleys. 
Two things that lots of people wanted that were 
not available anywhere else were right here, in 
Barry - the docks and the seaside. 

With the advent of package holiday flights to 
sunnier climes, the British seaside holiday has had 
its day but the ideas put forward by Barry Island 
Primary School for a multi-faceted education cen¬ 
tre that is open all the year round, that can 
embrace a wide range of outdoor and indoor activ¬ 
ities, and provide accommodation, is most defi¬ 
nitely not available anywhere else and is exactly 
what Barry needs. 

The last thing this town needs is yet another 

Private sector 
cash is crucial 
for Barry Island 


I FELT that I 
should write to 
say I was 
delighted to read 
about the‘new 
company’ that has 
been established to 
transform Barry 
Island. 

This is really excel¬ 
lent news as I firmly 
believe that the public 
sector is only able to 
bring about regeneration 
if the private sector is 
fully engaged in the 
process. 

The ideas coming for¬ 
ward are both ambitious 
and exciting, and it 
would be wonderful if 
the private sector was 


caravan park. Once the Nell’s Point land is sold 
for that purpose it will be gone, and the only 
money that notion will generate for the town will 
be the purchase price of the land - which will no 
doubt be frittered away very quickly. 

The sort of facility suggested at the meeting 
would provide jobs and income by attracting visi¬ 
tors all year round, every year well into the future. 

The sort of education and leisure facility pro¬ 
posed by the school, by its very nature, would 
attract successive generations of young people 
long into the future. 

The presentation given by Howard Metcalfe, 
Barry Island Primary School head Janet Hayward, 
deputy head, Ty Golding and chair of governors 
Lee Walters was a master class in ‘thinking out¬ 
side the box’. What they propose 
is just what Barry needs. 

David Alexander, 

Barry Island 


SEE MORE 
LETTERS 
ON PAGE 25. 


Introducing car 
park fees will 
ruin our town... 


T he various 
reports by 
Philip Irwin 
in last week’s GEM 
on council cutbacks 
are quite alarming, 
except for the sug¬ 
gestions to curtail 
the spending of 
ridiculous amounts 
on council employ¬ 
ees, councillors’ 
salaries and expens¬ 
es. 

I particularly refer to 
the old chestnut of 
charging car parking 
fees in Cowbridge. 

This action has 
ruined many towns and 


cities, especially result¬ 
ing in a number of busi¬ 
nesses with increased 
costs. 

We have no swim¬ 
ming pool in 
Cowbridge, due to the 
decision taken many 
years ago when the 
leisure centre was built. 

We lack a real com¬ 
munity centre, where 
juniors and OAPs can 
gather without ever- 
increasing costs. 

Barry seems to obtain 
many investments not 
available to the three 
other towns in the con¬ 
trol of the Vale Council. 
Brian Swain, 
Cowbridge 


able to deliver “a world 
class development” and 
“a hub of year round, all 
weather attractions, to 
provide jobs and sus¬ 
tainable recreational 
opportunities”. 

I very much look for¬ 
ward to seeing the 
detailed business plan 
and can confirm that we 
are ready to work with 
Mr Metcalfe and his 
team, and will do every¬ 
thing we can to assist 
them to deliver their 
vision. 

Councillor Rhodri 
Traherne, 

(cabinet member for 
economic development 
and regeneration. 

Vale Council). 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 16) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

09Thur 

08.26 

9.4 

15.11 

8.9 

10 Fri 

09.04 

9.0 

21.21 

8.7 

11 Sat 

09.46 

8.8 

22.02 

8.4 

12 Sun 

10.24 

8.4 

22.37 

8.0 

13 Mon 

11.07 

8.1 

23.31 

7.7 

14 Tues 



12.04 

7.9 

15 Wed 

00.33 

7.6 

13.09 

7.6 

16 Thur 

01.42 

7.5 

14.19 

7.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


'Searching for 
army comrades 
of my grandad’ 


I AM the grand¬ 
son of Harrison 
Oughton Jones, 
who sadly passed 
away on April 12, 
2010. 

Harrison served with 
the 1st Durham Light 
Infantry during World 
War Two and saw active 
service in China, North 
Africa, Malta, Kos, 
France, Belgium and 
Germany. 

His final year of serv¬ 
ice after D-Day was 
serving with 
Montgomery’s HQ, 
where he was present at 
the surrender at 
Luneberg Heath, and 

Reader’s 
to keep 

I N response to 
letters in your 
newspaper 
recently (relating to 
cats in people’s gar¬ 
dens), if people 
don’t want cats vis¬ 
iting, I suggest they 
try growing Lemon 
Balm or Helichysum 
Italicum plants. 


was one of the first to 
enter the Belsen 
Concentration Camp. 

I am currently proud¬ 
ly writing my grandfa¬ 
ther’s memoirs and 
would love to include 
any stories from his old 
Army mates from the 
pictures he left behind. 

I am trying, in partic¬ 
ular, to get in touch with 
Mr Derek Knee, who I 
believe came from 
Barry. 

I can be contacted at 
jrenshaw @ colesrefrig- 
eration.com.au. 

Jason Renshaw, 

New South Wales, 
Australia 

safe way 
cats out 

Both are natural cat 
deterrents and are 
totally safe for chil¬ 
dren, animals and 
wildlife. 

If they have prob¬ 
lems finding these 
seeds in local garden 
centres, they can be 
obtained from Harrod 
Horticultural on 0845 
4025300. 

L Jones, Barry 


USEFUL VALE 
INFORMATION 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
COASTGUARD 01792 366534 
HELPLINES 
Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 

01656 662333 

VALE WOMEN’S AID 01446 744755 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

MIND in the Vale of Glamorgan 

01446 730792 or www.mindinthevale.org.uk 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

Rape Crisis Centre 08451 221331. 

RSPCA0300 123 0744. MIND 01446 746191. 
NSPCC 0808 800 5000. 

Inroads Drugs Project 01446404040. 

Vale Victim & Witness Support - 
01446 730704. 

MP/AM’s SITRGERTF.S 

To make a surgery appointment withAlun Cairns 
MP, contact the constituency office 01446 403814. 

To make a surgery appointment with Jane Hutt AM, 
contact the constituency office (01446) 740981. 

CITIZENS’ADVICE 

At 119 Broad Street, Barry) (Telephone 0844 477 
2020 for other Vale office opening times). 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Gas - Gas emeigency number 0800 111999. 
Electricity - Emergency 0800 0520400; 

Water - Emeigency 0800 052 0130. 

To report a fly tipping incident - 01446 700111. 


- A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 


“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 
& Editorial Director 

CLARE GORE 

Assistant to 
General Manager 


“Wp aim to use 
all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 

gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews. co. uk 

DON JOHN 

Editorial Manager 


Professional 
advertising staff are 
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Y Bont Faen SchooFs Christmas 
Fayre beats the snow and ice! 

AFTER a most exciting week of snow for 
the children at Y Bont Faen primary 
(they had all been rehearsing like mad 
for the Christmas concert) pupils woke 
up on Saturday morning to find sheet ice 
everywhere, and a Christmas fayre to 
put on! 

PTA trustee and fayre organiser Hazel Gambling 
would not be defeated and got her family down to 
school to open up for business! 

When she arrived, Santa and his sleigh had made 
it safely into the grotto, but his trusty elf helper, 

Nick, had gone to the rescue of his aunt at 
Birmingham airport and got stuck in a snowstorm. 

The choir, who have already had lots of practice 
at the Quarter Penny Cafe and Holy Cross this year, 
gave splendid renditions of traditional carols. 

The rock shop was popular again and left-overs 
will be on sale this week. 

The willow wreaths went down really well - the 
mums had a wine and willow evening last week to 
bulk up the ones the children had made, and all 
thoroughly enjoyed learning a new craft. 

Congratulations to Rio Cotterell (year-3) and 
Sophie Isles (year-4) for winning ‘name the Santa’ 
and ‘finding Santa’s workshop ’! 

This month’s £100 winner of 100 club was Gary 
Edwards. 

Thank you to all of those people who tirelessly 
cook, make, set up and clean up, as without you in 
our family, we would not function! 

Huge thanks to all who supported us - we made 
£2,000 at the fayre - and so far we have made £550 
on our Christmas Extravaganza raffle. 

There is still time to buy raffle tickets at £1 each, 
as the draw is on December 10, at 3.15pm in the 
school hall. 

There are four mountain bikes, a pair of skis, 
five MP4 players, a round of golf, a meal and many 
more prizes (more than 35) to be won! 

We wish everyone in the community a very merry 
Christmas - Diolch! 

JAYNE 
MORRIS 

—a-) 


‘Rollings ’ Hearts ’ by nursery 
teacherBarbara Rollings. 


THREAT OF CAR PARKING 
CHARGES IN TOWN LOOMS 


AN ARTICLE in last week’s 
GEM which revealed that Vale 
Council officers thought 
charging for car parking was a 
“good idea”, has drawn an 
angry response from the chair¬ 
man of Cowbridge Chamber 
of Trade, Alun John. 

The comments were made in a 
report to the Vale Council cabinet, 
after council employees had made a 
series of cost-cutting suggestions. 
These were assessed by a panel of sen¬ 
ior officers. 

The suggestion that the council 
should start charging for car parking in 
Cowbridge was met with the comment 
“this is a good idea”. 

However, Alun John was horrified 
that the idea seemed to have resur¬ 
faced, after the chamber of trade had 
waged a campaign against car parking 
charges just two years ago. 

He said: “If they go ahead with that, 
they might as well close town centres 


down. Shops in Cowbridge are aheady 
competing with out-of-town develop¬ 
ments, and charging would just 
encourage more people to stay away 
from towns.” 

He added angrily: “In my view, it is 
a further tax on Cowbridge businesses 
- and a number of town centre busi¬ 
nesses are aheady struggling. 

“They have already had to cope 
with a big increase in business rates, 
after the latest revaluation exercise.” 

Mr John said that he had been 
assured that the issue of car parking 
charges would only resurface if the 
Vale Council could make a strong 
business case for it being of benefit to 
the town - and no such case had been 
made. 

He concluded; “I’m sure that there 
must be easier ways of cutting the 
overall costs of running the Vale 
Council, without taxing customers 
who want to shop in Cowbridge.” 


ABOVE: Year-4 boys building a snowman. 


Milsom House 
Nursing Home, 
St Athan 

Your local quality care home 

Manager Gillian Allison 
Telephone 01446 750166 
www.milsonihouse.co.uk 


‘Hundreds’ attend the 
Christmas tree festival 


THE snowy weath¬ 
er added real 
excitement for the 
hundreds of visitors 
to the Cowbridge 
sixth annual 
Christmas Tree 
Festival, held at 
Holy Cross parish 
church on 
November 26-28. 

As visitors entered the 
church gates, the first 
thing to greet them was 
the delicious smell from 
the barbecue, which 
proved very popular, in 
the bitterly cold weather! 

Inside, there were 
more than 60 Christmas 
trees to view. They 
ranged from traditionally 
decorated trees to more 
modem contemporary 
styles. 

Most were ‘themed’ 
to the person or organi¬ 
sation who had con¬ 
tributed them. Some of 
the trees will remain in 
the church through the 
holidays, so if local peo¬ 
ple are stuck for ideas, 
why not take a look? 

Children and adults 
alike were full of antici¬ 
pation as Eather 
Christmas arrived during 
a concert by St Brides 
Major Church-in-Wales 
Primary School. 

All weekend, Eather 
Christmas was kept busy 
talking to the children 
and parents who had 
patiently queued to see 
him. He was especially 
pleased with his new 
sleigh and wants to 
thank Richard Haines - 
who made it for him. 

The Cowbridge Hand 
Bell Ringers added to 
the festive atmosphere, 
while visitors viewed the 
trees, the craft shop, the 


tombola, the home-made 
cake stall and took 
refreshments. 

Sadly, the scheduled 
concert by the 
Cowbridge Male Voice 
Choir had to be can¬ 
celled at short notice, 
due to bad weather, but 
it is hoped that the con¬ 
cert can be rescheduled 
for a future date. 

Of course, in a com¬ 
munity event like this, it 
would be impossible to 
go ahead without the 
support of the numerous 
people who volunteer 
their valuable help. 

Grateful thanks are 
extended to the sponsors 
of the festival and all 
those who have worked 
in any way towards what 
has been another suc- 


Turn to page 4 
for more pictures 
by Mike Wilcock. 

cessful year for the Holy 
Cross, Cowbridge Tree 
Eestival. 

KATE 

HIBBERT 
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COWBRIDGE IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
WITH LIGHTS AND THE TREE FESTIVAL 


ON Sunday, November 29 Cowbridge held its 
Christmas Reindeer Parade, followed by the 
switch-on of the lights conducted by Rhodri 
and Lucy Owen. 

Photographer Mike Wilcock was on hand to 
capture the magic moment (below) but also to 
highlight the town’s Christmas tree festival 
held in Holy Cross Church. 



Cowbridge Rotary 
carol concert 

THE Rotary Club of Cowbridge is holding an 
evening of community carol singing in 
Cowbridge Town Hall on Wednesday, 
December 15 at 6pm. 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School Choir and the 
school’s ‘Piccolo’ orchestra will accompany the 
singers. 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 


We hdve a fabulous range of cookware 
and accessories - everything you 
need for the perfect Christmas! 

MANY LOVELY GIFT IDEAS! 


SHOP OPEN: Monday- Saturday 9am -SSOpm; Sunday 10am-4pm 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse and showroom at 

252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


WAREHOUSE OPEN: Monday - Saturday Sam - 5.30pm 


All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


AiRPoS FLYING 

01446 710000 

GIR VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 
FROM £84 
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Care home duo found 
guilty of ill-treating 
two elderly residents 

I CROWN COURT REPORT by AJ SICLUNA I 


TWO employees working at a south 
Glamorgan care home have been convict¬ 
ed at Cardiff Crown Court of ill-treating 
two residents. 

After an eight-day trial, Eleni Saunders (22) of 
Wenvoe and Helen Males (32) of Barry, were found 
guilty by majority verdicts of two charges of ill- 
treating or neglecting persons without mental capac¬ 
ity. 

The two victims, the court heard, were aged 89 
and 87, the last one of whom has since died. 

Sentence was adjourned until next month and 
they were remanded on bail. 

They were found not guilty of one charge of ill- 
treating or neglecting a 91-year-old woman. 

Prosecutor Leighton Hughes, said the two ladies 
concerned suffered from dementia or Al z heimer’s 
disease and lived in the Old Rectory Care Home, 
Wenvoe. 

The offences of ill-treatment occurred last sum¬ 
mer. 

“Sadly, the defendants found it amusing to ill- 
treat them,” said Mr Hughes. 

“The victims lacked mental capacity and I don’t 
wish to be offensive. They were well-known by the 
defendants to lack such capacity and they were pret¬ 
ty easy targets for their bullying,” he said. 

Another care assistant, Leah Jones, reported their 
behaviour and, said Mr Hughes, “It was the dam 
breaking.” 

One of the residents would have a hand puppet 
brushed against her face and one of the defendants 
would growl. 

The victim would slide down in her chair and try 
to crawl away, which made the defendants laugh. 
Mr Hughes said that sometimes a resident would 
have her ears flicked and the two defendants would 
then turn around and pretend nothing had taken 
place. 

One was tormented by the pair who impugned her 
sister, calling her a drug addict and a prostitute. 

Saunders, who had no previous convictions said: 
“I’ve always had respect for the elderly. I always 
wanted to go into the caring business to look after 
people”. 

Sobbing, she told the jury: “I was always brought 
up to respect my elders. I always wanted to give 
such people a better life. 

“I love my work. I went to work with a smile, and 
I left with a smile. 

“It was an honour and a privilege to work there. I 
was fond of all the residents”. 

She agreed she had had three warnings from the 
management. She denied any inappropriate behav¬ 
iour toward any resident. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
&STMAHYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


She admitted there was a “rift” between morning 
and afternoon staff. 

“I would never ill-treat these ladies,” she said. 

Males also denied any form of ill-treatment. She 
said she had never been convicted of any offence 
and had worked as a carer without any complaints 
being made about her for 15 years. 

She said she had complained about other mem¬ 
bers of the staff, and she herself had not once been 
reprimanded. 


Fair success 
The Llangan School Christmas fair, which 
took place on Friday was once again a 
great success. 

Parents and families braved the very cold weather 
to support their children and the school. Let us not 
forget the teaching staff who give so much of their 
time for the benefit of all the children. 

There was an array of interesting stalls -from 
pretty jewellery to ‘try your luck’ stalls, with inter¬ 
esting prizes and altogether it was a successful event. 

Club party 

YOUNG at Heart Club members celebrated the last 
club meeting in the hall with a tea party. 

A bouquet was presented to club member, Mrs 
Rita Rogers, following her stay in the Princess of 
Wales Hospital (as flowers are not allowed in the 
hospital). 

Today, December 9, club members travel to 
Porthcawl for their annual Christmas lunch. The 
club will resume meetings in January. 

Carol services 

REMINDER: The carol service at Saron Chapel, 
Treoes, will take place on Sunday, December 12, at 
3pm. 

A warm welcome will be extended to everyone. 
Lollowing the singing of carols, the children will be 
invited to a party at Treoes community hall. 

The St Mary Hill Church carol service will take 
place on Sunday, December 19, at 11.15am and. 
everyone is assured of a warm welcome there, too. 


COFFEE MORNING 

A COFFEE morning will be held at Llantwit 
Major Bowls Club on Saturday, December 11, 
from 10am-12noon. 

There will also be a cake stall, book stall and 
raffle. Entrance is £2, including tea or coffee with 
mince pie. 


New-look village hall is 
officially opened by MP 


LLANDOW village 
hall was officially 
re-opened on 
November 27 by 
Vale MP and 
Assembly Member, 
Alun Cairns, with a 
new kitchen, bar 
area and central 
heating. 

Disabled access has 
also been provided at 
the hall, which is 
already utilised by local 
community groups for 
village functions, but it 
is now hoped that the 
refurbishment will 
attract further interest. 

“Llandow Village 
Hall is a unique and 
valuable resource for 



ABOVE: Alun Cairns MP/AM re-opens Llandow 
village’s “unique and valuable” village hall. 


the local community. 
We hope the new refur¬ 
bishment will enable us 
to increase the use of 
the hall by the people of 
Llandow and surround¬ 


ing villages,” said Kay 
Walters, chair of the vil¬ 
lage hall committee. 

“The local communi¬ 
ty has fundraised for 
many years to pay 


towards the renovation 
and were supported by 
Jane Williams at 
Creative Rural 

Communities.” 


‘TREK TO HELMAND’ KEEPS ON GROWING! 


THE villagers at St 
Mary Church who 
have embarked on 
their ‘Trek to 
Helmand’ are still 
going strong - and 
this week they were 
joined by Vale MP 
Alun Cairns. 

The challenge taken 
up by the residents was 
to walk the equivalent 
distance between the 
village and Helmand 
Province to raise cash 
for Help for Heroes. 

When The GEM 
popped in to check on 
progress on Sunday, we 
discovered local resi¬ 
dent Alan Wilson work¬ 
ing up a sweat on the 
treadmill - if sweating 


were a possibility given 
the freezing tempera¬ 
tures ! 

At the time, the 
mileage total had passed 
3,000 - meaning that 
Mr Wilson was ‘starting 
the long trek across 
Iran’, with less than 
1,000 miles to go before 
reaching Helmand. 

Earlier in the week, 
Mr Cairns offered to 
take part and was slot¬ 
ted in for an early 
morning run on the 
treadmill on a Monday, 
before leaving for the 
House of Commons at 
the start of the week. 

The MP was wel¬ 
comed at 8am by Tim 
Mcllveen, who came up 
with the idea for the 



ABOVE: Alan Wilson working up an 
appetite for his Sunday lunch! 


fundraising scheme. 

Mr Cairns’ one-hour 
slot on the treadmill in 
the military-style tent 
saw him help take the 
villagers closer to the 
Turkish border. 

The target for the 
campaign is to raise 
£20,000 for the charity 
that helps those in the 
British Armed Lorces 
who have been wound¬ 
ed in current conflicts. 

As well as running a 
few miles, Mr Cairns 
has also been gathering 
sponsorship support, 
securing £200 from 
Barclays. 

He said: “It’s a huge 
challenge that the vil¬ 
lage have set them¬ 
selves and I’m pleased 
to see that the commu¬ 
nity have really come 
together to help achieve 
the goal. 

“It’s good to see 
many others from the 
Vale joining in, from 
soldiers at MoD St 
Athan taking on shifts 
on the treadmill, to local 
businesses like 
Lontygary Business 
Park, the Blacksmiths 
Inn and the Vale of 
Glamorgan pub in 
Cowbridge helping too. 

“The work that Help 
for Heroes does in pro¬ 
viding direct, practical 
help for our wounded is 
crucial. 



“The fundraising that 
St Mary Church resi¬ 
dents are doing is fan¬ 
tastic, I’m delighted to 
say that Barclays agreed 
to sponsor this fundrais¬ 
ing event, with a dona¬ 
tion of £200 - a terrific 
contribution to such a 
worthy cause.” 

If you’d like to find 
out more, you can fol¬ 
low the journey on 
Facebook and Twitter, 
or simply pop in to the 
‘control centre ’ in St 
Mary Church. To join 
the ‘expedition’or 
donate to the campaign, 
call in to the ‘control 
centre’ in middle of the 
village. 


ABOVE: Tim Mcllveen and Alun Cairns 
MP were in St Mary Church for an early 
morning session on the treadmill. 


Vale Probus cheque for charity 


CHILDHOOD friends were briefly 
reunited at the Bear Hotel, Cowbridge, on 
November 26 at a charity dinner arranged 
by the chairman of the Vale Probus Club, 
John Meredith. 

Guest of honour was Roy Noble, who grew up 
in the same street in Brynamman as the chair¬ 
man’s wife, Mair. More than 100 people were 
present, as members and friends of both the 


Cowbridge and Bont Eaen Probus Clubs had 
joined those of the Vale for this special event. 

After a witty address from Roy Noble, in his 
own unique style, and at the end of a most enjoy¬ 
able evening, John Meredith was delighted to 
hand over a cheque for £850 to Roy on behalf of 
the Alzheimer’s Society. 

AE 




ABOVE: Presentation of the cheque to Roy 
Noble by John Meredith. 


ABOVE: Eormer neighbours, Roy Noble and 
Mair Meredith, with John Meredith. 



Paul Gentile 

The Jewellers 

www.paulgentilejewellers.(om 

sales@paulgeiitilejewellers.(om 

King Square 16 The Capitol, 3 Commerdal St, 9 South Walk, 

Barry, S.GIaiii Queen St, Cardiff Newport Cwmhran 
CF628HB CF10 2HQ NP201HE NP441PW 
01446746871 02920 342136 01633263637 01633865556 
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Ice forces garden to close 


THE Cowbridge Physic garden has had to 
be closed for safety reasons after the walk¬ 
ways became “sheets of ice”. 

Almost 300 metres of walkways criss-cross the 
garden, and it has not been possible to keep them in 
an ‘ice-free’ condition. 

Robert Cope, the vice-chairman of the physic gar¬ 
den, took the photograph (on right) of the heavily- 
frozen fountain. 

He told The GEM: “The physic garden fountain is 
kept running constantly, which explains why there 
has been such an ice spectacular in this prolonged 
spell of freezing weather. 

“This is the first time that ice has forced the clo¬ 
sure of the garden”. 






V 


J 



Wditrose, Barry 

Wednesday, 15ih December 

Christmas 

Tastin 

Enjoy a range of mince pies, stollen cake, 
cheeses plus a selection from local 
suppliers providing their tasters 
of cider, fresh desserts, whisky, 
gin and liqueurs. 






Week 

Commencing 
5th December 

OPEN 

AS 

USUAL 


Week 

Commencing 
]2th December 

OPEN 

AS 

USUAL 


Week Commencing 
]9th December 
Sun ]0.00aiii-04.00piii 
Mon OS.SOam-OS.OOpm 
Tues 08.30ani-09.00pni 
Wed 08.00ani-09.00pni 
Thurs 08.00ani-09.00pni 
Fri 08.00ani-05.00pni 

Sat CLOSED 



Week Commencing 
26th December 
Sun CLOSED 
Mon 09.00ani-05.00pni 
Tues 09.00ani-05.00pni 
Wed 08.30ani-08.00pni 
Thurs 08.30ani-08.00pni 
Fri 08.30ani-05.00pni 

Sot CLOSED 


Week Commencing 
2nd January 
Sun ] 0.00ani-04.00pni 
Mon 09.00ani-05.00pni 

Tuesday to Saturday 
OPEN AS 
USUAL 


PALMERSTON ROAD, BARRY - Tel. 01446 737173 

For further branch information or to shop online, Yisitwaitrose.com/christmas 


Banner thieves fail to dampen 
Vale company’s big promo day 


A VALE business 
was shocked last 
week to find that 
someone had stolen 
a promotional ban¬ 
ner in broad day¬ 
light from outside 
the Vale Business 
Park at Llandow. 

However, Christian 
Pedersen of Topstak, 
who supplies wood- 
burning stoves and 
kitchens, wants the 
thief or thieves to know 
that their criminal 
action did not spoil 
what turned out to be a 
highly successful day. 

Mr Pedersen told 
The GEM: “Last 
Saturday (December 4) 
we held a promotional 
day for our new 
kitchen showroom. 

“We took an advert 
in the GEM to promote 
the event, and then on 
the Thursday 
(December 2) we put 
up the banner so that it 
was visible from the 
road. 

“It was quite clearly 
advertising the 
Saturday event, so it 
would have been taken 
down after just three 
days. Nevertheless, 
between 1pm and 2pm 
on the Eriday, it was 
cut down and stolen.” 

He added: “I have 
been told that it is a 
clear case of criminal 
damage.” 

The day, however, 
turned out to be highly 
successful, with a 
steady stream of cus¬ 
tomers arriving to 
enjoy mulled wine and 
cakes. 

Mr Pedersen said: 

“It was a record day, 
and we clearly had a 
great response from 
that advert in The 
GEM: “ 

Mr Pedersen would 
like the banner back, is 
offering a reward, and 
can be contacted on 
01446 771567. 

He concluded: “The 
day was such a success 
that we will run anoth¬ 
er promotional day this 
Saturday (December 
11), with a fresh batch 
of special offers.” 


Christian Pedersen: a 
defiant message for the 
banner thieves. 




Peterston Post Office 
wins grant for face-lift 


PETERSTON Super Ely post¬ 
mistress Joanne Blake and 
mum, Christine Blake, were 
recently awarded a grant 
from the Post Office 
Diversification Fund. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt popped in to 
congratulate them and said: “I am 
delighted that Peterston Super Ely 
Post Office and village shop is to 
benefit from the fund. Post Offices 
are at the heart of the community par¬ 
ticularly in villages and are often a 


lifeline for local people, particularly 
elderly people - but the whole village 
will benefit from the re-designed post 
office and shop on their doorstep. 

“The grant will help Joanne and 
Christine Blake with their exciting 
plans to upgrade the Post Office and 
the village shop. 

“This will include providing a 
wider range of products including the 
provision of local produce. 

“ I congratulate them on their suc¬ 
cessful bid to the Post Office 
Diversification Eund." 



ABOVE: Joanne and Christine Blake with the AM at 
Peterston Super Ely Post Office 


A new library for the New Year! 


THE refurbishment work at Cowbridge 
Library is coming to the final stages. 

A spokesperson reports: Improvements are based 
on feedback from customers over recent years, and 
include complete redecoration, a new IT suite, a cof¬ 
fee area and a separate children’s area. 

There will be some self-service equipment for 
customers, enabling library staff to devote more time 
to helping people with their use of the library, han¬ 
dling enquiries, and running more activities for both 
children and adults. 

There has been a significant increase in the use of 
the library in Cowbridge over recent years and 
although facilities had been improved, the library 
was looking rather ‘tired’. 

As more services were being provided, it was 
apparent that the layout had become outdated. The 
new-look library will provide a more comfortable 
and attractive environment and will separate some 
key areas in order to better meet different needs and 
expectations. 

We appreciate the support and patience shown by 
our customers during this period. While every effort 
has been made to maintain services during the build¬ 
ing works, there has inevitably been some discom¬ 
fort for customers and staff as a result of noise and 
dust. 

A programme of computer classes will be avail¬ 
able at the library during the weeks after it re-opens. 


Eor more information on these and to book a place, 
please contact Llantwit Major library on 01446 
792700. 


The library will be closing for the final stages of 
the building works and for the interior fitting out 
and re-stocking of the shelves from Monday, 
December 13 until it re-opens on Monday, January 
17,2011. Details of the opening event will be adver¬ 
tised after Christmas. 

Please note that all other libraries in the Vale will 
be open as normal during this period and customers 
may use the services at any of them, including bor¬ 
rowing and returning items. 


Library closed 

Cowbridge library will be 
CLOSED to allow completion 
of building works from 
Monday 13th December until it 
re-opens at 10.30am on 
Monday 17th January 2011 

Customers are reminded 
that they may use the 
services of other libraries 


























































• ^ The origl.nallajgest and still 
4^ the best network ol performing 
■ arts schools in the World. , 

islurtbring a ltd developing young peoples ^ 
potonlial through dance, drama aod singing. 


For 4-18 year, pids, after school, at 
weekends and holiday workshops. 


Stagecoach Bridgend 
and Cowbridge 

are rKJW taking bookings for Spring Term 

Call: 01446 781454 

email: bridgGnd0stagecoach.co.uk 
www.stagecoach.co. uk/bhdgend 
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Flying Vet: Judge 
rules on abuse 
of process claim 


VALE ‘Flying Vet’, 
Maurice Kirk, has 
been told that he 
can continue with 
part of his legal 
action against 
South Wales Police 
- although that case 
is currently 

adjourned due to 
Mr Kirk’s ill 
health. 

Mr Kirk is suing 
South Wales Police in 
Cardiff County Court, 
claiming that a conspira¬ 
cy against him had exist¬ 
ed for many years. 

In September, Judge 
Anthony Seys Llewellyn 
adjourned evidence 
being called in the case 
because of Mr Kirk’s ill¬ 
ness. 

There then followed a 
hearing in which coun¬ 
sel for the Police, Lloyd 
Williams QC, ques¬ 
tioned the validity of the 
many allegations made 
by Mr Kirk. 

Judge Seys Llewellyn 
has now ruled in that 
case and, in a judgement 
running to more than 40 
pages, he has identified 
three allegations where 


Report by 
AJ SICLUNA 


there had been an “abuse 
of process”. 

The Judge’s ruling 
means that Mr Kirk can 
not proceed with any of 
his other allegations 
against South Wales 
Police. 

In his judgement. 
Judge Seys Llewellyn 
said that Mr Kirk could 
pursue a claim for mali¬ 
cious prosecution in 
respect of an alleged 
offence of driving with¬ 
out insurance. 

He could also pursue 
a claim of “wrongful 
detention of his motor 
car” and also concerning 
an allegation that he was 
wrongfully arrested and 
maliciously prosecuted 
for failing to provide a 
specimen of breath. 

The Judge said that 
the Police should also 
disclose to Mr Kirk a 
summary of the evi¬ 
dence concerning what 
Mr Kirk described as 
“covert surveillance”. 

However, Mr Kirk 
was not in court to hear 
the judgement, and it 


was revealed that he was 
in the Channel Islands 
trying to find a hospital 
where he can have two 
hips replaced. 

That revelation came 
from Mr Meirion 
Bowen, a friend, who 
has been assisting Mr 
Kirk. Mr Bowen said: 
“He does not feel it’s 
safe for him to come 
back to the United 
Kingdom.” 

He said that Mr Kirk 
was currently domiciled 
in Brittany and has indi¬ 
cated he intends to apply 
to the French 
Government for political 
asylum. 

“He is very ill,” said 
Mr Bowen. 

If the case had gone 
its full length, the poten¬ 
tial costs were estimated 
at £800,000. 

The costs of the hear¬ 
ing so far will be 
assessed next year, fol¬ 
lowing written submis¬ 
sions and a written 
response from Mr Kirk. 

Mr Kirk has also indi¬ 
cated that he wishes per¬ 
mission to appeal the 
judgement, and he was 
given seven days to pro¬ 
vide the details. 


FOY& Co. 


RE-UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHING SPECIAUSTS 
Antique, Vintage or Modern 
Over 500,000 metres of fabric in stock 
Large selection of antique and vintage chairs and sofas 

Unit 8B2 Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 

Tel: (01446) 771210 Mobile: (07971) 538414 

email: mmariafoy@aol.com 


Stagecoach 


MP opposes Ogmore 
housing development 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has come 
out against plans to 
build 84 houses on 
the site of the for¬ 
mer education cen¬ 
tre in Ogmore by 
Sea. 

The application has 
been lodged by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, which 
owns the site, but will be 
determined by Vale plan¬ 
ners on December 16 
following a site visit. 

Mr Cairns said that in 
his view, the develop¬ 
ment is out of scale with 
the village and would 
adversely affect its char¬ 
acter. 

He is also unhappy 
about plans to use 
Somerset View as the 
access route. He said: 
“This access is unsuit¬ 
able for a development 
of this size. The whole 
thing is too big. 


“A smaller develop¬ 
ment on the site could be 
acceptable but villagers 
are very unhappy about 
these proposals, and any 
plan would need to 
include community 
facilities.” 

Mr Cairns is also crit¬ 
ical of the tight grip that 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government has 

imposed on planning 
authorities. 

“They have been put 
into a strait jacket by all 
the regulations imposed 
by WAG,” he said. “I am 
worried that the Vale 
Council’s ability to turn 
this down is so restrict¬ 
ed. 

“In England, planning 
authorities have a lot 
more leeway to take 
decisions in the best 
interests of the people in 
their area. 

“Here, we have a 
more centralised form of 
planning control. If the 


Vale refused this, there is 
a risk that WAG could 
approve it on appeal and 
charge costs to local 
council tax payers.” 

Mr Cairns said that 
Ogmore by Sea was a 
village of 400 houses 
with few facilities. He 
stressed that any pro¬ 
posed development must 
be of a suitable scale so 
that the increase in pop¬ 
ulation can be absorbed 
into the community. 

Arts and Crafts 
ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth is holding a 
free Advent arts and 
crafts afternoon on 
Saturday, December 11, 
between 2pm-4pm. 

Accompanied chil¬ 
dren of all ages are 
invited to take part in 
Christmas-themed 
activities. The session 
will include a short time 
of worship, and refresh¬ 
ments will be served. 
All are welcome. 


Prison term for 
non-payment 
of council tax 


MAGISTRATES in 
Barry have imposed 
prison sentences on 
four Vale residents 
for neglecting to pay 
their council tax. 

Miss Tracey Michelle 
Dando of Rhoose, had 
previously appeared 
before magistrates 
where a prison sentence 
was imposed, but sus¬ 
pended on repayment 
terms. 

The defendant had 
failed to honour the 
terms of the suspended 
sentence and was sum¬ 
monsed to appear before 
magistrates on 
November 15 to answer 
why she had failed to 
comply with the order. 

Ms Dando appeared 
before the magistrates, 
but could give no good 
reason why she had not 
honoured the terms of 
the previous order 
made. 

As a result, a prison 
sentence of 35 days was 
activated and Ms Dando 
was taken straight into 
custody. 

Miss Leanne Perrett 
and Miss Ruth Mary 
Hunt (of Barry), Mrs 
Gillian Linda Williams 
St Athan, and Mr John 
Perkins, Penarth, had 
also previously appeared 
before the magistrates, 
where prison sentences 
were imposed, but sus¬ 
pended on repayment 
terms. 

The defendants had 
failed to honour the 
terms of their suspended 
sentences and were 
summonsed to appear 
before the magistrates 
on November 15, to 
answer the reasons why 
they had failed to com¬ 
ply with the orders. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said: “Every oppor¬ 
tunity was given to the 
defendants to appear 
before the magistrates to 
state their reasons for 
non-payment, but as 
they failed to attend the 
court hearing, the mag¬ 


istrates decided to acti¬ 
vate their warrants and 
impose the sentences 
with immediate effect, 
giving custodial terms 
of 22, 33, 23 and 13 
days respectively. 

“However, payment 
in full may result in the 
debtor’s immediate 
release ”. 


Hospital 

benefit 

THE St Hilary Stitch 
& Bitch group is hold¬ 
ing a festival afternoon 
tea at the Duke of 
Wellington in 

Cowbridge this 

Sunday, December 12, 
from 3pm-5pm. 

Tea, coffee, cakes, 
mulled wine, prserves, 
tombola, mince pies 
and band-crahed 
Christmas gifts will be 
available. All proceeds 
will be donated to 
Velindre Hospital. 


ADVICE SURGERY 

THE Llantwit Major branch of the Welsh 
Conservative Party will be holding an advice sur¬ 
gery at the Heritage Centre, Town Hall, Llantwit 
Major, between llam-12pm on Saturday, 
December 11. 


PaijMtentile 


w w w.pau Igen til eie welters. com 
salesQpa ulgentilejBwellers.com 

King Square 16 The Capitol, 3 Commercial St, 9 South Walk, 
Barry, S.GIam Queen St, Cardiff Newport Cwmbran 

CF62 8HB CF102HQ NP201HE NP441PW 

01446 746871 02920 342136 01633 263637 01633865556 


A family run business offering quality home inspiration with 
an extensive range... PLUS their PRICE MATCH guarantee! 


t'StyJe 


force I 

Style... Variety... Value... 


THIS CHRISTMAS WHY NOT CHOOSE A Gin 
FOR THE HOME - TO ENJOY ALL YEAR! 

Fantastic offers PLUS beat the VAT increase - immediate delivery guarantee! 


4'6" SUPER ORTHOPAEDIC 
(Slide Storage) 

RRP£2 49 NOW £ 149 

3' BUDGET BUY (Non Storage) 

C^NLT £^9 

n g, Colour coded 

Comfort Zones '“ffce 


New COOKWARE SECTION Now Open 

DINING • LOUNGE • BEDROOM • OCCASIONAL • GIFTS/ACCESSORIES • GIFT VOUCHERS 

Excellent Service and Refreshments, Eat In/Tokeowoy Cafe, 

25,000 square feet of home elegance to absorb... 

11 VILLAGE FARM, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PYLE, BRIDGEND CF33 6YN 
(Find us opposite Wyvole Garden Centre) 

OPEN:Monday-Saturday9.30am-5.00pm, Sunday 1 lam - 4.00pm. Tel: 01656 743719 
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Helping hand for Rhws 
School from new store 


The store manager, Paul Mayer, is 
pictured holding the cheque with Rhws 
Primary School headteacher Louise Lynn^ 
with members of staff and 
year-4 pupils from the school. 



A NEW Rhoose supermarket has cele¬ 
brated its launch with a donation to its 
local primary school. 

Pupils from Rhws Primary School were the 
guests of honour when the new Tesco Express store 
on Fontygary Road recently opened. The youngsters 
were invited to cut a ribbon to declare the new store 
officially open for business! 

As part of the opening celebrations, store manag- 
er Paul Mayer and his staff presented the pupils with 







SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 
allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


a cheque for £500. The store chose to donate to 
Rhws Primary School as part of its commitment to 
supporting the local community. 

Louise Lynn, the headteacher at Rhws Primary 
School said: “I would like to thank everyone at 
Tesco for this generous donation. We have yet to 
make a final decision as to what the money will be 
spent on, but it is likely that the money will be put 
towards developing play facilities on the infant 
playground.” 

Tesco Express store manager Paul said: “We were 
delighted to be able to support Rhws Primary 
School as they are such a wonderful community 
organisation. We are so pleased that their pupils 
came to launch the new store, and join in the cele¬ 
brations with us.” 


PACT meetings 

PENDOYLAN 
Community Council 
meeting, Pendoylan 
School today, 

December 9 at 7.45pm. 
WENVOE PACT, 

Wenvoe Community 
Hall on December 13 at 
7pm. 

LLANDOWPACT 
Ewenny Village Hall on 
December 14 at 7pm. 
PLYMOUTH PACT on 
December 15 in 
Brockhill Way 
Community Centre at 
7pm. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, The 
Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library on 
Thursday, December 16 
at 6.30pm. 


Valeways walks 

SUNDAY, December 12 
at 2pm, Sea view walk 
west. Sully Church, 
Sully. Contact Dave on 
07971 695780. 

December 13, at 
L30pm, Rhoose circu¬ 
lar, Rhoose railway sta¬ 
tion car park. Contact 
Jan on 01446 710991; 
Tuesday, December 14, 
at 1.30pm, Views of the 
Vale, car park at rear of 
Wenvoe Arms, Wenvoe. 
Contact Barbara on 
07765 432676; 
Wednesday, December 
15, at 10.30am, A 
Hidden Vale Sampler, 
The Star Inn, Wick. 
Contact Alan on 01446 
773422. 


NEWS FROM BARRY CAMERA CLUB 


Second time lucky as the 
judge beats bad weather 


Robert 


JUDGE 
attended Barry Camera 
Club to adjudicate the 
November competition, 
despite adverse weather 
conditions. 


This month’s competition 
results suggest that our continuing 
high standards are shared by a 
high percentage of members, with 
second and third place being 
shared by more than one photogra¬ 
pher. 

The competitive spirit is very 


CHRISTMAS MURAL AT 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 


The 
artists 
and their 
Nativity 
mural! 


GO FOR IT! MAKE MORE MONEY 
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Lloyd Breakthrough by Brian Trego. In our chairman, Steve Durbin. This 
second place was Stad Bally was an abstract image of hazy 
Strand by Rob Owens, and in joint colourful marigolds being tussled 
third place were Cupid by Barbra in the wind. It was very impres- 
Archdale-Smith, Up To Mischief sionistic and I enjoyed its creativ- 
by Barbra Archdale-Smith and ity. 

Paris Alley Walkers by Hugh “ 

It was much appreciated, as the Winnan. 
previous week he was unable to colour print category, 

reach the cluh, due to much harsh- fest place went to Tm Tm Violin 
er conditions near his home. by Hugh Wmnan. 

Robert felt several images in , I" 
this month’s entry required crop- -1“'“™ by John Harvey 

ping to improve composition and A?'?,™...v ... „ .v., 

fu f i: . 1 - ui 1 j i-v Subway Ensemble by Kob u r • , ^ Aur n j 

that some of the black and white y mint thirH nlarp wprp much alive m our club. Well done 

images would have been better strelitlia by Jamie Archdale- “ “P 

presented m colour, to bnng out PatrouiUe De France 2 by ^lub! 

the full glory of the shot. Jamie Archdale-Smith and meets every Eriday 

He found that one or two pic- Peioton by Rob Owens. evening from 7pm-9.30pm 

tures contained some detail which jjyg projected images category between September and May at St 
he would like to have seen ^^s won by Out Of The Water by Francis Millennium Centre, 
enhanced and developed further to Neil Latham. In second place was Porth-y-Castell, Barry Garden 
create the best possible results. Viewpoint by Mike Lewis. In Suburb, Barry. 

Robert was very impressed by a joint third place were Stay Away New members are always wel- 
great many images and the results Erom Me by Phil Stilman and No, come to attend, with no obligation 
are as follows: Em Cane by Steve Everett. to join. 

In the monochrome print cate- One of my favourite images this Report by 

gory, first place went to Sunrise month was Windy Marigolds by Barbra Archdale-Smith 

NSPCC‘Letter 
from Santa’ 

THE NSPCC’s Letter 
from Santa fundraising 
initiative sees Santa 
and his elves busy 
preparing special let¬ 
ters to light up chil¬ 
dren’s lives this 
Christmas. 

NSPCC community 
fundraising manager Jo 
Leonard said: “Letter 
from Santa is a brilliant 
way to add some extra 
sparkle to a child’s 
Christmas. For a sug¬ 
gested donation of just 
£5, they will receive a 
beautifully personalised 
letter, flown all the way 
from Santa’s grotto in 
Lapland by his trusted 
reindeer. 

“Sadly, Christmas is 
not a time of celebration 
for every child and many 
less-fortunate children 
don’t have loving adults 
thinking of them at this 
time of year. 

“That’s why we are 
encouraging as many 
parents, grandparents, 
aunties and uncles as 
possible to support 
Letter from Santa. 

“Your donation will 
help us create a safer, 
happier Christmas for 
thousands of vulnerable 
children who so desper¬ 
ately need our support.” 

To order a Letter from 
Santa for a child you 
know, either in the UK 
or abroad, visit 
WWW. nspcc.org. uk/santa 
or call 0845 839 9304. 
Meet Santa 
PARENTS are urged to 
bring the children to 
meet Santa in his grot¬ 
to and help Arthritis 
Research UK raise 
funds for the thou¬ 
sands of children that 
suffer with this painful 
condition. 

The charity’s Vale 
branch is holding a 
Christmas bazaar on 
Saturday, December 18, 
10am-3pm at the Paget 
Rooms in Penarth. 
Entrance is by ticket or 
pay on the door; Adults 
£1.50, children and 
OAPs £1, Entry to the 
grotto is £3 and each 
child will receive a gift. 

There are gift stalls, 
lucky Santa sacks, find 
the reindeer and other 
festive attractions. 

Telephone 01446 
722957for further infor¬ 
mation. 



THE Christmas 
journey began at St 
Mary’s Church in 
Bonvilston on 
Saturday, 

December 3, when 
an enthusiastic 
group of people, 
young (and not so 


young) with Rev 
Rachel Lewis, 
gathered at the 
church to create a 
wonderful mural of 
the Nativity. 

The assembled talents 
created and painted a 
stable, kings, shepherds 
and a host of angels. 


AUTOSMART HAS tXCCLLLN: 
TERRfTORlES AVAILABLE IN 

AAROUNOCAPICNMt 

BRIDOEND 


FOR MONI INFORMATION 
lEE OUN ADVERT IN 
RECRUITMENT 



t: 01543 482926 
www.startautosmart.co.uk 


Vivienne Hayes, 
whose idea it was to 
hold the Creative 
Nativity Day, said: “The 
church was a hive of 
activity. Thank you to 
all those who came and 
helped to create such a 
masterpiece!” 

Thanks also went to 
those who provided the 
cakes and refreshments 
for the workers. 

The mural will 
remain the centrepiece 
of the church decoration 
throughout the 
Christmas celebrations. 


Vale Council 
tackles 
absenteeism 

COUNCIL sickness 
absence figures 
published by the 
Data Unit for Wales 
show the Vale 
Council has the low¬ 
est absence figures 
of the 22 Welsh 
councils. 

Vale staff absenteeism 
rates, including schools, 
reduced to 4.2 days per 
employee in the six- 
month period, April to 
September 2010. 

The council intro¬ 
duced a new sickness 
management policy in 
2008. 
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Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, Letters, Features, 
What’s On, Jobs, Motors.... 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ' 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


'Good Taste \.. our speciality! 

Finest Indian Restaurant &Take-away 



Award Winning Restaurant 


Turn a gathering into 
a party at home ... 
15% DISCOUNT 
on TAKEAWAYS 

(Minimum 10 persons) 









to CHRISTMAS 
CHOICES... 

Indian Selection 
(4 Courses) £20 

(Served 12-8pm Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day oniy) 

Christmas Day 
Traditional Tiirkey Dinner 

Papadom & Chutney 
Starter: 

Vegetabie Soup, Prawn Cocktaii, Gariic 
Mushroom, Lamb Chop, Vegetabie Spring 
Roii, Saimon Steak. 

Main Courses: 

Roast Turkey, Stuffing & Chip Potatoes, 
Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding, Pan fried 
fresh Saimon Fiilet, Roast Chicken. 
Desserts: 

Christmas pudding, Cheescake, 
Coffee & Mints. 

Four Courses £25 

(Christmas Day & Boxing Day only) 

12 noon - 8pm 

SUNDAY BUFFET 

12 noon -11 pm. 21 dishes 
only £7. 95 Child ren £4.95 

Throughout December 
all customers can enjoy 
a complimentary glass of champagne. 


Friday and Saturday General Menu Applies 


Food HygieneKateo^pr^^ on the doors. 
MFood Standards Agency Supported Scheme ] 


• V ^ " 

70 Eastgate,COWBRIDGE ® 01446 771682 - 774590 
Open 7 days - 5.30pm - 11.30pm (Including Bank Holidays) 


Future 
Windows 
helps you 
beat VAT 
increase 


Advertisement 
feature 


FOR the last 10 
years, the cost of gas 
and electricity has 
increased at an 
alarming rate. 

The biggest use of 
energy by far in a home 
is generating heat to 
keep it warm. 

People can reduce 
bills with energy-rated 
windows and make for a 
greener tomorrow, at no 
extra cost! 

At Future Window 
Solutions, all orders 
taken before December 
22 will be charged at 
17.5 per cent VAT for 
installation after 
January 10, 2011. 

All our products 
come with a 10-year 
insurance back guaran¬ 
tee, a FENSA certifi¬ 
cate, all locking systems 
are secured by design 
and we are BBA 
approved. ” 

Call us free on 0800 
032 0921, or visit our 
website www.futurewin- 
dowsolutions.co. uk 


Vale Magistrates Court: 

^Verdict’ due next week 

REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN | 


A DECISION on the 
future of the Vale 
Magistrates Court, 
which has been 
under threat of clo¬ 
sure since June 6, is 
expected next week. 

In the summer, a 
Ministry of Justice con¬ 
sultation paper was 
published recommend¬ 
ing closure and propos¬ 
ing that cases be heard 
in Cardiff instead. 

The Vale court is one 
of more than 150 across 
Wales and England 
which have been threat¬ 
ened with the axe by 
the Westminster 
Government. 

The Plaid Cymru 
Assembly candidate for 
the Vale, Dr Ian 
Johnson, said: “I hope 
that next week’s 
announcement brings 
good news for the 
court. 

“Local justice is best 
handled locally, rather 
than packed off to 
Cardilf and Bridgend.” 

Dr Johnson said there 
were good arguments in 
favour of the court sur¬ 
viving the consultation. 

He pointed out: “The 
Lord Chief Justice said 
in October that this 
should be reviewed. 

“A significant 
amount of money has 
been spent in recent 
years bringing the court 
in Barry up to date in 
terms of facihties such 
as security and disabled 


access, and it would be 
a shame to see that 
money wasted. 

“The concerns from 
the Lord Chief Justice 
were also that the 
courts in Cardiff would 
not be able to deal with 
an increase in cases, 
should that happen.” 

Almost four years 
ago, the Vale 


Magistrates Court 
escaped closure when 
Her Majesty’s Court 
Service undertook an 
estates’ review. 

In the past 12 
months, a number of 
local politicians have 
expressed concern at 
core facihties such as 
the Driving Test Centre 
and the Vale 


Magistrates Court being 
threatened. Despite a 
campaign by local 
instructors, driving tests 
are now conducted in 
Lairwater, Cardiff, after 
being transferred there 
earlier this year. 

A decision on the 
future of the court is 
likely to be announced 
next Wednesday, 
December 15. 




to oar- SpMki 

\ Citpistms Eo-emf 
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m mfiU open ^f^om dpm antiidpm, 
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Oar- Clt>r'istmas Speoiaf 

5(P/o Visoomt 

When you buy 1 blind you get the second one at half price! 
Plus 10% off all curtain orders taken before the 31st December* 

Buy 2 items get 1 Free on selected Christmas Gifts & Accessories while stocks last. 

Order before 31st December 2010 and save on the VAT increase 



Future Window _ 

SolutionsoH 


Stylish, energy saving and all completely 
maintenance free. 

For high quality PVCu window, door and 
new generation Conservatory/Orangeries 
you won’t find better choice or value. 


A RATED AS STANDARD 

Give yourself the home you deserve with 
Future Window Solutions 

We also offer fmanace on request 



With easy access in 
summer and a wonderful 
view in winter, 
bi-fold doors add light 
and air all year round. 


Unit 13, Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Rood, Barry. CF63 2YZ 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk • email; enquiries@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 



Registered Company 
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Strategy 
forum thanks 
students 

CHAIRMAN of the Vale Older People’s 
Strategy Forum, Mike Edward, this week 
thanked six formers of St Cyres School in 
Penarth for helping to make the informa¬ 
tion day on November 25 so successful. 

“St Cyres school is very involved in the commu¬ 
nity and are always keen to come along and help 
out with any intergenerational projects that the 
Forum hold,” he said. 

“The main speaker was Coun Dorothy Turner 
(OPSF Champion), who explained to our members 
what advice and help was available from the Vale 
Council.” 

He also thanked other speakers for their presen¬ 
tations, the organisations that gave their time to run 
the information stands and answer questions from 
our members, and forum members who braved the 
bitterly cold weather to attend the information day. 

WD 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Cracker jackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D647. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£6,500, was not won this 
week. 

• £2,000: 785455. 

• £10: 571655, 

427093,710739, 280744, 
553565, 464076, 258272, 
860687, 171962, 589004, 
733848, 649603, 113609, 
162830, 372198, 342105, 
314211, 725375, 493912, 
567910. 

• £5: 118158,247914, 
216156, 412115, 834620, 
886760, 568007, 366551, 
179327, 901791, 722639, 
153120, 377287, 580833, 


302592, 857908, 125990, 
603004, 738987, 

548842, 782443, 117448, 
405807, 690692, 719834, 
471860, 652393, 526361, 
405733, 136612, 668139, 
524547, 711749, 244327, 
349337, 638706, 255891, 
192170, 184678, 895998, 
109386, 657881, 488166, 
434337, 711223, 437547, 
103053, 324791, 620767, 
776464, 556197, 211097, 
353011, 718801, 667046, 
267028, 835933, 877808, 
245442, 523016. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Our Financial Planning Managers 
help you look after your money, 
so you can look after your family. 
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To arrange a flnanctol planning appointment, 
visit your local branch, oc call OaOO 210 0234 





NEWS FROM PENARTH COMPUTER CLUB 


Passing of ‘father of computing’ 


THERE are several con¬ 
tenders for the title of 
‘Father of Computing’ and 
one of them, Professor Sir 
Maurice Wilkes, passed 
away on November 29, 
aged 97. 

The contention exists because 
of the way that computer technol¬ 
ogy developed. The ‘fathers’ were 
responsible for the stages of devel¬ 
opment that were essential to 
enable us to reach the point at 
which the technology stands today 

The whole story of its progress 
is full of staggering leaps of imag¬ 
ination and determination, never 
mind secrecy, desperate urgency 
and totally unexpected inventions. 

Mathematics had been around 
for centuries and fine minds had 
enabled quite complex things to be 
understood and capable of calcu¬ 
lation, such as navigation tables 
for sea-going trade. 

Unfortunately, the reliability of 
the computation of the tables had 
to be carried out by people - and 
people are prone to make errors. 
The errors added to the normal 
seagoing risks, resulting in ship¬ 
wrecks, loss of life and fortune. 

The first ‘father’ was Charles 
Babbage (1791-1871) who 


worked to mechanise the intricate 
calculations. His ideas were sound 
and his design worked, (proved by 
the Science Museum in 1991), but 
he was too far ahead of his time to 
be able to build his full design. 

Skip to the 1940s when Alan 
Turing (1912-1954), an extraordi¬ 
narily able mathematician, worked 
at Bletchley Park and helped deci¬ 
pher German wartime codes. He 
set out how a machine could do 
calculations electronically. His 
contribution earned him the name 
of ‘father of modern computing’. 

The secretive nature of wartime 
development meant that who was 
first with what was often uncer¬ 
tain. This was further complicated 
by the changing definition of what 
comprised a computer. 

Early machines had to be labo¬ 
riously re-programmed to suit 
each new problem. Ways were 
devised to generalise the instruc¬ 
tions and store them within the 
machine. The decimal notation, 
using 10 digits, was replaced by 
binary, using just two. 

Building on the work of others 
and the ideas of his predecessors 
at Cambridge, Professor Wilkes 
constructed the first computer that 
could store both the data and the 
programme of instructions within 


the machine. It was 1949 and the 
machine had 3,000 vacuum valves 
and mercury tubes for memory 
storage. 

Professor Wilkes was first to be 
able to offer a computer service to 
others; he was first to recognise 
that programmes needed to be 
tested (what today we call 
‘debugged’). 

Magnetic storage has since 
replaced mercury tubes and thou¬ 
sands of valves have been 
replaced by many millions of tran¬ 
sistors. The once roomful of metal 
racks has been condensed to a lap¬ 
top that is much faster, vastly 
more powerful and costs a vanish¬ 
ingly small amount by compari¬ 
son. 

It can instantly link wirelessly 
to other computers worldwide and 
is changing our lives. What will 
the next ‘father’ bring forth? 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday, December 14 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, Victoria 
Square, Penarth at 7.30pm. It will 
be a social evening with Chips and 
Chats, after a fun quiz by Mike J. 
Visitors welcome. 

For more information, tele¬ 
phone 029 2070 8439. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS’ NEWS 


Through snow-covered fields 
to Y Gaer Roman fortress 


F ive walkers 
braved the icy 
conditions and 
joined leader Barrie 
Mortimer for a trip 
up to the lovely old 
market town of 
Brecon, from the 
Welsh Aberhonddu, 
meaning mouth of 
the Honddu. 

It is there that the 
Rivers Usk and Honddu 
meet, the latter begins its 
journey from near the 
Gospel Pass at the head of 
the Vale of Ewyas in the 
Black Mountains and is 
said to be the home of a 
small grey Ceffyl-dwr - 
or water horse that has its 
origins in folklore. 



The original name for Brecon town was 
Brycheiniog, which later became anglicised as 
Brecknockshire or Breconshire and its origins are 
Norman and date back to 1093, from Bernard de 
Neufmarche, whose surname comes from the vil¬ 
lage near Rouen, the capital of Normandy. 

Half-brother to William the Conqueror, he cap¬ 
tured the kingdom of Brycheiniog and built a castle 
in the town, which over the years withstood various 
attacks, including one by Owain Glyndwr. 

Before the bridge was built over the River Usk, 
Brecon was one of the few places that could be 
forded and water was a useful tool for making 
power to drive the mills, and also for defence pur¬ 
poses. 

The upstream ford is still known as Rhyd 
Bernard after de Neufmarche. 

Leaving the town in a temperature of minus 4- 
degrees, the group passed the King’s Steps, so 
named after King Charles 1 visited the town on 
August 5, 1645 to raise troops during the Civil War 

The group climbed up through the snow-covered 
ground to the trig point at the Iron Age fort of Pen 
y Crug standing at 331 metres. The large fort occu¬ 
pies the summit of a hill and the defences were 
made by throwing material down the steep slopes, a 
technique used by the Celts. 

They began the descent under a leaden sky 
through ankle-deep snow to an unmarked road 
which led them to the small village of Cradoc, and 
after a short piece of road-walking, they tramped 
snow-covered fields to reach the Roman fortress of 
Y Gaer. The site is now under the care of CADW. 

After a short lunch break because of the cold, 
they were glad to get moving along a very long, 
meandering muddy lane which led them back to 
Brecon. 

On December 11, meet at 9am at the Barry 


ABOVE: Pen y Crug in the snow. 

Waterfront for an 8-mile moderate walk at 
Bonvilston and Penmark; contact Rachel on 01446 
410545. 

On December 12, meet at 9.30am at the Barry 
Waterfront for a 7.5-mile moderate walk at 
Sigingstone and St Mary Church; contact Barbara 
on 01446 734686. 

Membership advice can be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2021 9102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 


First FocusBARRY 
candidate for 
Barry by-election 


FocusBARRY, the 
community group 
aiming to promote 
the needs and aspi¬ 
rations of Barry 
people, have chosen 
their candidate to 
fight the forthcom¬ 
ing Barry Town 
Council by-election 
in Dyfan ward - 
Jeffrey Heathfield. 

Jeff, who grew up 


support the values and 
principles and the new 
direction of 
FocusBARRY putting 
what’s best for Barry 
before politics. 

“Too many decisions 
made by politicians are 
not in the best interest 
of the town, but are the 
result of political bick¬ 
ering and to get one 
over each other. 

Tf elected, 1 will do 


and was schooled in the my very best to repre¬ 


ward, said: “1 am 
delighted to be chosen 
to represent 
FocusBARRY. I fully 


sent the Dyfan commu¬ 
nity and work to 
address their issues 
and concerns.” 
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FALLS LEAD TO FRACTURES ! 

Weather takes its 
toll as hundreds 


slip on icy streets 


ALMOST 400 peo¬ 
ple were treated in 
the casualty depart¬ 
ment of the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, 
over the weekend. 

Staff in the emer¬ 
gency department saw 
184 patients on Saturday 
(December 4) and 186 
on Sunday (December 
5). Many had sustained 
injuries from falling on 
ice and staff reported 
that black ice had been a 
particular problem, with 
patients not seeing the 
ice until it was too late. 

A and E consultant 
Mike McCabe, from the 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg Health 
Board, said that the 
majority of slips and 
falls, resulting in frac¬ 
tures, happened within 
five to 10 yards of peo¬ 
ple’s homes. 

He warned that their 
own drives, paths and 
gardens were the most 
dangerous areas and 
advised people to stay 
indoors if at all possible 
until the present icy 
weather has ended. 

“Don’t worry about 
putting out the bins or 
feeding the birds. They 
can wait. What’s impor¬ 
tant is that you stay safe 
during this exceptionally 


cold snap.” 

He added that while 
most of those with frac¬ 
tures have been fitted 
with plaster casts and 
sent home, a significant 
number have been 
admitted for surgery. 

There was also an 
increase in the number 
of emergency patients 
with serious chest infec¬ 
tions. 

However, a drop in 
the number of people 
arriving at casualty with 
minor conditions result¬ 
ed in staff being freed up 
to deal with the injured, 
along with other serious- 
ly-ill patients attending 
A and E. 

Mr McCabe said that 
people had been visiting 
their GPs instead of hos¬ 
pitals and this had been 
very helpful in prevent¬ 
ing numbers attending 
casualty departments 
from getting too high. 

1,086 are 
treated in 
three days 

CARDIFF and Vale 
University Health 
Board reported that 
over the course of 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday 1,086 people 
were treated in the 
accident and emer¬ 
gency unit for a variety 
of injuries. 


Many were linked to 
the cold, with icy condi¬ 
tions causing a large 
number of trips and 
falls. 

Jennie Palmer, acting 
lead nurse at accident 
and emergency, was on a 
day off at the weekend 
when she heard how 
busy it was. She and 
other staff gave up their 
free time, headed into 
work and helped treat 
patients. 

“All the staff have 
pulled together to make 
sure we are continuing 
to see people as quickly 
as possible and that they 
get the best possible 
treatment”. 

On Monday, staff con¬ 
tinued to see a large 
number of injuries 
caused by the cold 
weather with broken 
wrists, legs and a broken 
back all being treated. 

Around 272 people 
had attended the unit by 
5pm on Monday night. 

Castleland 

events 

CASTLELAND 
Community Centre will 
hold a carol service, 
with a Santa’s grotto, 
on December 15 (7pm- 
9pm) and a Community 
Christmas party on 
December 17 (6.30pm- 
8.30pm). 


St Athan mum’s Cowbridge ceilidh aims 
to raise funds for Marie Curie Penarth 


A CEILIDH is 
being held at 
Cowbridge Town 
Hall this Friday 
night, as part of a 
St Athan woman’s 
attempt to raise 
money to walk the 
Great Wall of 
China for Marie 
Curie, Penarth. 

Tracy Stubbington 
told The GEM: “I am 
appealing to people in 
St Athan, Cowbridge 
and surrounding areas to 
support the ceilidh 
tomorrow - we’ve sold 
between 40 and 50 tick¬ 
ets, but hoped to sell 
100 

“I am a 43-year-old 
single mum and I live 
locally. My aim is to 
raise £3,000 to allow 
me to do The Great 
Wall of China Trek in 
September 2011 in aid 
of the Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth. 

“The ceilidh will be 
held tomorrow, Eriday, 
December 10, at the 
Town Hall, Cowbridge 
from 7pm - 11pm. 

“During my work as 
a housekeeper, I have 
known a number of eld¬ 
erly people who have 



ABOVE: 

Tracy Stubbington will 
be walking part of the 
Great Wall of China 
next year to raise 
funds for the local 
Marie Curie hospice. 
had cancer and know 
about the fantastic work 
they do at Marie Curie - 
I really admire them.” 

Eundraisers like 
Tracy enable the work 
at the Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth to 
continue, as a local 
spokeswoman 
explained: “To take part 
in this trek, Tracy must 
raise a minimum spon¬ 
sorship of £2,950. 

“It is an enormous 
challenge but every 
penny raised will go 
towards the Marie Curie 


Hospice Penarth. 

“It costs £3.9million 
a year to run the hos¬ 
pice.” 

Tracy said: “The 
walk next year will be 
nine hours a day for 
five days, and people 
who take part experi¬ 
ence spartan overnight 
stays in tents - there are 
no hotels on the route! 

“Participants will 
start on the Great Wall 
of China, but the trek 
includes a march up a 
mountain, before return¬ 
ing to the Great Wall for 
the final leg. 

“I’d be grateful if 
people would come 
along and support this 
event.” 

A live band of local 
musicians called 
Thingamijigs will be 
appearing at the ceilidh 
and tickets are £5, 
available from 
W.G.Davies 
Newsagents, 

Cowbridge, Blockley’s 
Barbers, Boverton, and 
Rio’s Boutique, Llantwit 
Major. 

Tracy added: “To 
check on late availabili¬ 
ty for tickets people can 
ring 01446 773408.” 

Tickets will also be 
available on the door. 


Fabric) • Beds 




WE ARE 
MOVING! 

DUE TO HIGH 
TRANSPORTATION 
COSTS 

AU STOCK MUST GO! 

Everything will he 
sold at cost price. 
During 

December only. 

Take it home today 
or Next Day Delivery 

I next to PC World 


Santa boards his sleigh for more Vale visits... 

THE Rotary Club of Dinas Powys will be taking the Eather Christmas 
sleigh around the village on the following dates, weather permitting: 

December 17 from 6pm-7.30pm (Southra/Sunnycroft area); December 18 
from 4pm-6.30pm (MurchA/alley View area); December 19 from 
4pm-6.30pm (Eastbrook/Millbrook Heights area); December 20 from 
6pm-7.30pm (Sully). 



Telephone: 

02920 67069] 


• Three Piece Suites (Leather & Fabric) • Beds 
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SERVICES B 
TO YOUR DO 

"Stay in, keep warm - fake advantage 
of the home comforts available..." 




WINTER TIPS 


BLOCKED DRAINS 

TOP WINTER TIPS 

We are a local family business providing 
drain care & repair services 7 days a week. 
The best cure for blocked drains is prevention, 
EMERGENCY DRAIN CLEANING 
AND REPAIR SERVICE 

The No 1 cause for blockages is wet wipes. 

Tip - Don’t flush disposable nappies, kitchen roll or 
sanitary towels down the toilet. 

Another major cause of blockages is from fat and oil 
congealing in the pipes 

Tip - Scrape cold excess fat and oil into containers 
and throw away. 

Blocked kitchen gullies are usually caused by fat or 
washing powder 

Tip - Don’t be too tight on water usage and don’t 
over use washing powder. 

Foreign objects can enter the main drain pipes at the 
rain water and kitchen gullies 

Tip - Keep external gullies covered with a grid and 
free of debris. 

Cement, plaster, screed etc all cause blockages 
Tip - Don’t let your builder pour waste material 
down the drain, even if it is a manhole. 

Tree Roots - A major cause for blockages. If you 
suspect you have a problem, call us for free advice. 

When using rods do not forget: 

• Which way they are screwed. 

• Too much force will put a hole in the pipe. 

• Not a good idea to rod upstream. 

• Call us for rod retrieval. 

FOR FREE ADVICE CALL 

01446 550098 

FAST RELIABLE LOCAL SERVICE 

• Drain Jetting and camera surveying. 

• Domestic & commercial. 

• Senior Citizens and Armed Forces Discounts. 
NO HIDDEN CHARGES - NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

All drain repairs including pipe lining and 
pitch fibre repairs carried out. 

Receive a 15% Discount 
on your domestic drain ciearance when 
you cut out and present this advertisement 


TELEVISION AND AUDIO 


Enjoy your 
winter TV 
viewing 
problem-free 

D ark evenings are now upon us, so 
it’s time to settle down to some 
good TV viewing during the 
winter and festive months ahead. 

Give CJ Pitman a call to get old aerials 
checked. Take advantage of our special offer - 
you don’t want to be left without a TV through 
the bad weather. Strong winds and heavy rain 
can cause aerials to blow down and water to 
run down old damaged cables. 

We are very busy at this time of year, so 
plan ahead to make sure you enjoy the best 
programmes available, problem free! 


4KGE 

2 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


• Digital Aerials & Satelhte 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfect Ahgnment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Specialists 

• Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

• Domestic & Commercial 


F0 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Sendee 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 


Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 



I. h r* 



- * WINTER SCENES by GLYN EVANS 


GARDENING 



Ready for an autumn clean-up? 
we can swing by with a hee quote! 


T ARZAN’S GARDENS is the 
inspiration of Tim Conninsby, a 
professional gardener, who likes 
to get his hands dirty. 

Whether your garden is a jungle or just needs a 
tidy up, you ean eount on Tarzan’s Gardens to 
provide quality gardening that won’t eost you the 
earth. 

They will give you a free quotation and travel 
anywhere in die Vale and Bridgend area. 

Tim said: “We will take all gardening waste 
away. We don’t leave a mess and we will work in all 
weathers.” 

Tarzan’s Gardens will do eontraet work and small 
domestie gardens. They ean provide referenees. 
Swing into aetion, and get your garden sorted! 
Telephone Tarzan’s Gardens on 07904 706980. 


OFFICE/HOME CLEANING DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS MAKE SURE YOU KEEP WARM THIS WINTER 

DOUBLE GLAZING 
REPAIRS 

(WOOD, UPVC, ALUMINIUM) 


TAN’S Domestic Cleaning is “going 
I from strength to strength”, and Jan has 
built up a reputation for providing a 
reliable, personal and professional service. 

Jan has developed her business to offer contract and 
commercial cleanings. She offers a superb service at a 
reasonable price, whether you require a weekly or 
monthly cleaning service, a one-off clean or a full 
house or commercial property clean, or even your 
carpets cleaned! 

Jan was often asked for a reliable handyman to do 
odd jobs. With this in mind, Jan has started a 
partnership with her partner Pete -Mr Multifix- who 
specialises in kitchen and bathroom installations. 

Jan and Pete are now trading as Jan’s Domestic 
Cleaning and Building Maintenance Services. 
Contact Jan on 07934 141582. No job too small! 



Domestic Cleaning & 
Building Maintenance Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


PJOARKE 


Bridgend Ddmestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Dishwashers, etc. 

Established 1983 

Most makes repaired. 

Machines NOT 
taken away - repaired 
at your own home. 

® Bridgend 659354 
^ 07974 120082 


A re your 
windows 
shutting 

properly? Do you 
have draughts? 
Are you secure in 
your home? 

Decorative Glass 
Double Glazing 
Repair service has 
been trading since 
1991, and provides a 
relialble, efficient and 
friendly service 
throughout the Vale, 
Cardiff, and south 
Wales valleys. 

Let us provide you 
with a no obligation 
quotation to see 
where that draught 
is coming in. 

Perhaps you want 

■ more privacy from 
your glass? 

Or maybe you 

I would like your 
locks upgraded? 

Give us a call 

I today, as we could 

save you money! 


- Broken GIm RtpiBoemem 

* Hepahr/Reftoce Mktod Gte 

* FmAy/Droken HInf es» 
Locks, Handles 

* Patio Door Probims 

* Drw^iCy/Lcoking 
Windowi, Doon, 
ConeervalnHes 

^ Lcfscnicmes, 

New Door Panels 


* Stained GIbm RefMln aiMl 


* Glaes/manron oi al types 
out to size 

* iiPVC New Windows.Doars 


* Upgrades to Idocks and 


* Fasdas, Guttehn^ Qadinf 
*Siop Fronts 


For a h rte QuokUum by a 
Heliahle Cmnffetitht Compani Servidoi^ Cardiff, 

The Vale and South Wales Valleys 
Tclrph<iiir: ni^cnmli^r (JIiisa nn 02V20 / fl7* *>50il27X26 

Drrnsliiins anlrnm 
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SEWnCES BROUGHT TO VOUR DOOR 

STAIRUFTS ... . I I 

- Sfay m, keep warm - fake 

advantage of the home 
comforts available..." 


I South Wales Stairlifts’ 
competitive prices 

S OUTH Wales Stairlifts is a locally- 
based business which supplies and 
installs both new and pre-owned 
stairlifts at the most competitive prices 
in the local area. 

Our main priority is making sure that you get 

I the right stairlift for both your needs and your 
budget and we pride ourselves on our excellent 
after sales service. 

Rental stairlifts are also available for temporary 
requirements from £40 per month. 

We also offer servicing and repairs on the 
majority of brands of stairlift. 

So why not visit our website to view 
testimonials and call us now on 029 2059 2763. 



CARPETS/FLOORING 


Flooring company’s 
flying start 

2 012 FLOORING is one of the 
success stories of 2010. 

Chris Wall started the company earlier this year 
offering a new way to buy flooring. 

Just check out their website, decide on a 
product that interests you and they will call round 
with a range of samples. 

Chris said: “Quality service and meeting our 
customers’ needs is at the heart of the business. 

“Just check out the many satisfied customers’ 
testimonials on our website.” 

2012 offers estimates, free delivery and will 
uplift your old carpet, move any furniture and fit 
cupboards. 

So, for a quality service to your door, call 2012 
Flooring on 07883 012080, freephone 0800 610 
2012, or visit www.2012flooring.com. 


NEW B ME OWNED / SBIVICE / REPAIRS 
RENTAU / ERR COMSMTATION 

Call us now on 
t: 029 20592763 

WWW .southwatessta Iff fts.coin 


TREE SERVICES 



floorin g 


Phase mention | 
when ordering 
or present ' 
^ quote I 


Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

"S 01446 402848 
07739 389578 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Contract & Domestic 
Order now for next yearc 
to beat the VAT increase 

Choose your carpet/flooring. paHPEU 

Contact us with your requirements. 

We bring samples to you. ^ 

We provide you with a quote. 

If you are happy, we can arrange 
fitting there and then, or whenever 
is convenient for you 0^ 

FREE MEASURING SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY 


Ring 2012 Flooring Now on 

0788 3012080 
WWW.201 2flooring.com 


CENTRAL HEATING OIL 



"HAT U WA?JT - WHEIN U ; 

01633 2ia7 .0 

Budget 

^diier Service ivdiEihl^ 

(>ub. ww.st^phonsfuc ^ i c 




$ Why not wish your 
$ customers a$ ^ 
^erry Christmas ' 


The GEM 

$ 

For more information call; 
01446774484 

PAINTWORK REPAIRS 



For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 


FIREWOOD 


Purchase ‘the very 
best’ at The 
Firewood Company 

he Firewood 
Company is 
one of south 
Wales’ largest 
suppliers of 
firewood to homes 
and trade 
customers. 

The family business 
has grown steadily, 
year-on-year, 
underpinned by a 
guarantee of consistent 
quality and the promise 
of excellent customer 
service. 

Daf Schofield, 
director of The 
Firewood Company, 
explained: “We strive to 
ensure that, by using 
our reliable, quality 
wood products, our 
customers are never 
disappointed. 

“We sell seasoned, 
barn-dried hardwood 
logs in varying sizes, 
kindling and briquettes 
for open fires, 
woodstoves and 
chimineas - for 
collection or delivery; 
and made-to-order log- 
stores for storage 
solutions, Ecofans, 
charcoal, log-baskets 
and axes. 

“Wood can contain 
up to 50 per cent 
moisture when first 
felled and this causes 
poor burning so we 


season the wood, 
releasing moisture 
through natural drying. 
This avoids sooting of 
the chimney, inefficient 
burning and low heat 
output.” 

Daf went on: “Our 
timber is stored 
undercover in our yards 
and then dried in poly 
tunnels in individual 
cubic metre crates. 

“All our customers 
are very welcome to 
visit our premises to 
inspect our products 
and our processes. We 
want them to be 
reassured that they are 
purchasing the very 
best!” 

The Firewood 
Company is delighted 
to be the first company 
in Wales - and only the 
second in the UK - to 
be awarded the HETAS 
Registered Biomass 
Supplier accreditation 
certificate, a badge of 
consistent quality and 
one that sets a clear 
professional standard to 
ensure consumer 
confidence. 

“We supply firewood 
because we believe in 
using and promoting 
sustainable fuel,” said 
Daf. “You can rest 
assured that the 
firewood we sell is 
from sustainable UK 
woodland.” 
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WAS £5.09/ £5.20 £9.99 EACH 9R 




Ilf 

E3 


£3.99 „ 3 FOR £20 3 FOR £9.99 




atUIICIKIHIll 


EVEN MORE SAVINGS INSTORE 


jiNmcNRisT^ £1.66 EACH OR_PMJY_ HAJJF PRICE 

.99- 

All DEALS IN THIS LEAFLET ARE LIMIHD TO 3 DEALS PER CUSTOMER 
THESE OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL FILCO STORES AND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 


WAS £5.49 


WAS £7.25 WAS £19. 


£3.99 „ £5.99 „ £9.9 





































Thursday, December 9th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 15 



Tough decisions, but 
are WAG’s policies 
right ones for Wales? 




T here was a significant 
amount of attention in 
the Press last week when 
the Education Minister made a 
statement highlighting that stu¬ 
dents from Wales will not pay 
the higher level of fees and they 
would be subsidised by the tax¬ 
payer. 

There was much derision and the 
Welsh Assembly Government basked 
in the glory. 

Of course, that is the Assembly 
Government’s prerogative, but don’t 
be fooled - I don’t think anyone 
would disagree with their objectives, 
but they do of course need to be 
funded. 

The clear goal for us all is to 
secure world class universities and 
opportunities for young people and 
mature students to study higher edu¬ 
cation that is in theirs and the 
nation’s interest. 

World class teaching and research, 
against increasing competition from 
Australia, the US and elsewhere, will 
attract international students to sup¬ 
port our universities and students, 
both financially and culturally. 

Universities in Wales are already 
the poorest-funded across the UK. 
The funding gap will now widen fur¬ 
ther and risks that world class reputa¬ 
tion that I have already mentioned. 

Until recently, there was a policy 
in place where Welsh or EU students 
studying at a Welsh university didn’t 
have to pay top-up fees. 

However, WAG said earlier this 
year that even this lower level of 
subsidy was unsustainable. 

Already WAG funds schools here 
in Wales to a lower level than in 
England with poorer outcomes, 
health is funded to a lower level, 
with longer waiting lists and you are 









Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


more likely to be unemployed. 

Last Eriday, I visited students at 
the Barry College of Eurther 
Education. 

I spoke to a mature student, who 
had three children - one 12-year-old 
son with special educational needs, 
and two other daughters, 16 and 17 
years old where both girls hope to go 
to university. 

She was initially delighted by the 
Assembly Government statement that 
she will not be liable for the increase 
in higher education fees for her 
daughters, but she also complained 
that a course for SEN pupils had 
been cut elsewhere. It was a course 


that had a fantastic record of 
enabling SEN students to achieve 
normal gainful employment - thus 
not making them dependent on the 
State. 

If that course and similar types of 
courses are cut to subsidise student 
fees, it is a fair question to ask, 
which of the three children had the 
greatest capacity to fund their educa¬ 
tion to employment - the 12-year-old 
boy with SEN or his sisters, who 
would be asked to repay their student 
fees after they have graduated and 
after they are earning £21,000? 

The answer is obvious and the 
mum agreed. 

Under the proposals, the repay¬ 
ment will amount to £30 per month 
for a graduate earning £25 K, much 
less than the current repayment struc¬ 
ture, which works out at £75 per 
month. 

Wales is not protecting the NHS 
budget, it opted not to protect 
schools budgets; university vice- 
chancellors are terrified that their 
university status, reputation and 
ranking is at risk - and they are even 
frightened to speak out publicly 
because of the culture that the 
Education Minister in Wales has cre¬ 
ated. 

Similarly, the Cancer Drug Eund 
available in England to offer life¬ 
extending treatment life will not be 
available in Wales and it may be 
crude to ask that if you were a stu¬ 
dent suffering from cancer in the 
Vale, which would be your priority? 

There are difficult decisions to be 
made in Wales as elsewhere, but 1 am 
not sure whether WAG’s priorities 
reflect those demanded in the Vale. 





Ewenny Arts Festival 
wins Senedd praise 



Plaid AM Chris Franks and Mari Major. 


PLAID regional AM Chris Franks is pic¬ 
tured with Mari Major from the Ewenny 
Arts Festival at the Senedd, during a cel¬ 
ebration of the Kick Start grant scheme 
operated hy Vale Centre of Voluntary 
Services. 

Mari highlighted some of the events taking place 
during the festival. One concert at Ewenny Priory 
Church is ‘The Four Seasons by Candlelight’ with 
the Vale of Glamorgan Ensemble on December 17. 

Mr Franks commented: “I have already raised 
the issue of funding for Vale of Glamorgan volun¬ 
tary groups with Welsh Ministers and the Vale 
Council, after I met the Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action. 

“It was, therefore, a pleasure to hear about the 
good work that voluntary groups do across the 
Vale, like the Ewenny Arts Festival. 

“During these difficult financial times, it is 
important that the work that is done by voluntary 
groups is supported and maintained,” he added. 


‘Anti¬ 
social 
behaviour 
will be 
targeted 
over 

Christmas’ 

police warn 

DRUNKEN, rowdy 
and anti-social 
behaviour are the 
focus of a four- 
week Christmas 
crackdown by the 
Safer Vale 
Partnership. 

As Christmas 
approaches, lots of 
people will be heading 
out on the town to cel¬ 
ebrate, but police are 
warning that exces¬ 
sive drunkenness, 
vandalism and public 
order offences will not 
be tolerated. 

Over the next four 
weeks, officers will be 
carrying out extra 
high-visibility patrols 
and Chief Inspector 
Jim Hall said: 
“Everyone should be 
able to enjoy them¬ 
selves over Christmas, 
but the festivities are 
no excuse for bad 
behaviour. Lots of 
people will be getting 
together to celebrate 
and our aim is to 
ensure these celebra¬ 
tions are not ruined 
by a minority who 
take it too far. 

“Anyone thinking 
about committing acts 
of anti-social behav¬ 
iour should be aware 
we are looking out for 
them.” 


CHRISTMAS MARKET 

PETERSTON Christmas market and craft fair 
will be held on Saturday, December 11, from 
10am-2pm in Peterston-Super-Ely Church and 
community hall. 

There will be a wide range of craft stalls plus 
homemade cakes and produce, jams, chutneys and 
pickles, Christmas plants and decorations; 
dancers and carol singers. Entry is free and all 
profits go towards upkeep of the hall. 


■ 

Skin Studio 

of Penarth 
Advanced Treatments, 
Advanced Results 
at 

Skin 
Studio 

we have 
everybody’s 
Christmas 
wish list 
covered - 

Gift Vouchers 
from 

£10 

For Her ... For Him ... 




Cleansing facials, 
body sculpting, 
relaxing pamper sessions. 

Indulge your loved one - 
just phone or e-mail and 
we’ll pop your voucher 
into the post. 

T: 02921 250 221 



E: skinstudio@hotmail.co.uk 
W: www.skinstudiowales.com 


Yes! Get That Job and Start Your Career 

The Best Training Coures Available... Absolutely FREE 


^ A recession or redundancy is the perfect time to retrain 
and start the career you always dreamed off. Learning a 
new skill could help open doors to your new career. 

^ We have worked closely with our partners at the job 
centres and recruitment agencies to provide a range of 
courses that match the jobs currently available in and 
around the Vale and Cardiff. 

^ Add value to your CV and stand out from the crowd 
with our leading I day courses that produce results. 

^ Acquire the kev skills that the majority of employers are 
looKing for ana apply for jobs with confidence by gaining 
the industry certificates that are required for that partic¬ 
ular job. 

/ After training we help you by working alongside leading 
recruitment agencies, to ensure that your new skills sets 
are put forward for current available jobs. 



The I day courses below are absolutely FREE for individuals who are unemployed and are 
living in Cardiff and Yale of Glamorgan (You will NOT lose your benefits taking these courses) 


Personal Development 

• Business & Email writing 
•Time management 

• Communication Skills 

• Presentation Skills 

• Professional Speaking 

• Negotiation Skills 

• Self Esteem & Confidence 

• Project Management 


Health & Safety Courses 
CIEH Accredited 

•Health & Safety at work 

• RiskAssessment 

• Manual handling 

• Food Hygiene^ K 

• FirstAid 


Microsoft PC Base courses 
intro or intermediate 
•Word 

• Excel 

•Access/project 

• Power Point 

• Outlook/email ^ ^ 


These sought after courses are hed in prestigious locations, you’ll be trained by 
experienced tutors that are fully certified, some of these courses would normally 
cost up to £350, however they are subsidised and are absolutely FREE to help 
unemployed people get back to work. 



Hurry Act Now, there’s only a limited number of spaces available 
Don’t sit around hoping for work to come to you 
Get the skills you need to get that dream job 

For more information contact us today on... 01633 667833 

Ref code: El-09 

Web: www.sealenterprises.co.uk 

Email: inTO@sealenterprises.co.uk jel; 01633 - 667833 
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Atlantic Trading Estate targeted by thieves 

£80,000 worth of damage 
in local copper cable raid 


BARRY police are investigating the theft 
of a considerable amount of copper cable 
from Atlantic Trading Estate - which 
resulted in an estimated £80,000 worth of 
damage, along with the loss of power to a 
number of businesses. 

Thieves struck overnight on Friday, November 
19. 

It is believed the current spike in metal thefts is 
linked to a rise in the market value of copper, fuelled 
by increased demand from India and China. 

Police in the Vale are now warning businesses to 
be vigilant and to review their security arrangements 
following an increasing number of metal thefts 
reported nationwide. 

In recent weeks, a slide was stolen from a play¬ 
ground in Neath Port Talbot and copper wires were 
stripped one night from the railway line linking 
Treherbert and Pontypridd. 


Detective Chief Inspector Marc Lamerton said: 
“There is a common perception of metal thieves 
being loveable rogues. 

“People need to wake up to the fact that they are, 
in fact, highly organised and skilled gangs of crimi¬ 
nals, who more than likely have links to other forms 
of serious and organised crime. 

“Most of us presume that if we see men in yellow 
jackets working on phone lines or power cables, 
then they must have someone’s permission. 

“I would encourage everyone to question what 
they see: if the vans, the uniforms, the time of day or 
the behaviour doesn’t seem right to you, then con¬ 
tact your local police station or Crimestoppers.” 

If anyone saw anything suspicious in the vicinity 
of Atlantic Trading Estate overnight between Friday 
November 19 and the following day, please contact 
Barry CID on 01446 731606 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 


Chickens are not home to 
roost after ‘fowF crime 


POLICE in the Vale are investigating an 
extremely unusual crime - the theft of a 
chicken shed, along with its inhabitants, 
six chickens. 

The theft took place some time between 5pm on 
Friday, December 3 and 9am the following morning. 

The large, home-made chicken shed was located 
at new allotments on Warren Mill Farm, between 
Bonvilston and the Hensol Forest Block. 

Neighbourhood Beat Manager, PC Mark 
Goulding said: “This chicken house was home made 
and therefore unique, one of a kind. 

“This is the second theft of chickens in the Vale in 
recent months and I ask anyone who keeps chickens 
to make sure they are secured at night in an immov¬ 
able coop.” 

Anyone with any information is asked to contact 
PC Mark Goulding at Cowbridge Police Station on 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 111. 



ABOVE: 

The distinctive - now stolen - chicken shed. 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 



TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 


r 


WALES' No. 1 
MEAT SUPERSTORE! 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 
Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 



THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL OFFER 

JRESH TURKEY CROWNS 



Buy 

Tf and get 

free Pork 

Sausage Meat 

Offer valid until Wednesday, 15th December (450grms) 


(ALL OFFERS SUBJECTTOAVAILABILITY- WHILE STOCKS LAST!) 


New Discount Grocery Section - Lots of £1 lines on Biscuits, Christmas Nuts 
& Snacks, Crisps, Squash and Pop, Household, Pet Foods, Plus Much more! 



HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav to ^ 

CF63 2XAK 


Ml 

BStiTr r -r»i 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday to Saturday 7.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 9.00am - 2.00pm 


• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 


BROADBAND: 


BARRY HIGH STREET 


Colwinston’s 
problems raised 
in the Senedd 


PLAID Cymru AM 
Chris Franks has 
highlighted the 
problems that face 
villagers in 
Colwinston when 
trying to get a 
broadband connec¬ 
tion. 

The Plaid AM did so 
during rural affairs 
questions in the Senedd. 

He said: “I want to 
highlight the problem in 
some villages in the 
Vale, and in many town 
centres in my region. 

“I am aware that 
problems with broad¬ 
band have recently been 
raised at a meeting of 
Colwinston Community 
Council. One villager 
had to pay for a satellite 
link, because the copper 
link is not reliable 
enough for their busi¬ 
ness activities. 

“Claims made by 
internet providers can be 
unreliable, because none 
can get over the prob¬ 
lems of broadband con¬ 
nectivity. While the 
Welsh Government has 
invested in support to 
address the problem, the 


UK Government has 
shown a lack of respect 
by ignoring Wales in the 
rollout of its superfast 
broadband pilot 
schemes.” 

The rural affairs min¬ 
ister, Elin Jones, replied: 
“At the Royal Welsh 
Show this year, the 
Assembly Government 
launched its grant sup¬ 
port package to fund the 
installation of a broad¬ 
band solution for indi¬ 
viduals and communi¬ 
ties.” 

The broadband sup¬ 
port scheme enables 
individuals and commu¬ 
nities in Wales’ remain¬ 
ing broadband 
‘notspots’ to approach 
service providers direct¬ 
ly, with support of 
Assembly Government 
funding. Support is 
available for up to a 
maximum of £1,000 for 
individual premises. 

A broadband ‘not- 
spot’ is usually the 
result of the distance a 
person lives from their 
local telephone 
exchange - the further 
away they are, the 
weaker the broadband 
signal becomes. 


Open letter from 
Felix the cat... 


My name is Felix, 1 am the cat 
that must beg all a pardon. 

Letters in The GEM abound 
‘Cos I’ve been in your garden. 

I’m sorry, folks, but unlike you. 

I’m not a clever soul and do not know if I am 
wrong when 1 need to dig a hole. 

So please be forgiving. I’m not to blame. 

1 don’t mean to be a pest. 

I’m just a little animal 
And try to do my best. 

1 try to be as clean as 1 can. 

Not like Rex or Rover; 

And when I’ve done the business, 

1 even cover it over.... 


WINNERS COLLECT 
SHOPS VOUCHERS 

HIGH Street Traders have announced the 
latest winners in their 2010 monthly prize 
draw. 

Val of Barry collected £100 of High Street shop¬ 
ping vouchers from Nicky of Miss Holmes, where 
she bought the winning ticket. 

Another lucky winner, Judith of Barr received 
£100 of High Street shopping vouchers from Tony of 
Tony’s Cafe, where she bought her winning ticket, 
joined by Sharon of MJM Computers. 

DJ, AJ of Bro Radio 98.1 FM, drew the winning 
tickets. 

Due to the success of the monthly raffle. High 
Street Traders have a wonderful display of 
Christmas lights and Chairman, Anthony Hopkins 
said: “I would like to thank everyone who has 
bought raffle tickets throughout the year; if it wasn’t 
for you, our lights would not have been possible.” 



Val receives her prize from Nicky. 



ABOVE: 

Judith receives her shopping vouchers. 


£30,000 donation to create 
Ty Hafan’s new playground 


DOW CORNING, Barry, 
has donated almost £30,000 
towards a new disabled- 
friendly playground for Ty 
Hafan hospice in Sully. 

With more than 95 per cent of 
the children wheelchair bound, the 
new playground has been 
designed to take all disabilities 
and ages into consideration. It 
will feature a wheelchair round¬ 
about, trampoline (used for 


rebound therapy), race track and 
slides. 

Work on the new playground is 
due to start in the next few 
months, after completion of the 
new hydrotherapy pool. 

“To have a company such as 
Dow Corning, which is so local to 
the hospice, give us this kind of 
support is absolutely fantastic,” 
said Frank Ady from Ty Hafan, 
which has provided care and sup¬ 
port for more than 400 children. 


young people and their families 
since it opened in 1999. 

“The playground will be sited 
on the south side of the building, 
which has a wonderful view of the 
sea and will provide an ideal envi¬ 
ronment for children of all abili¬ 
ties who come to stay here. 

“On their behalf I would like to 
thank Dow Corning and all its 
employees for making this possi¬ 
ble.” 



Dave Ott, site manager of Dow Corning, Johanne Stacey, occupational health team 
leader at Dow Corning, an employee at Dow Corning, and Frank Ady from Ty Hafan. 
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£120 million already spent will 
‘not be wasted’ - MP insists 

‘St Athan project is 
still viable next year’ 


ON THE NIGHT PATROL 
WITH POLICE IN BARRY 


byALUN CAIRNS, MP for 
the Vale of Glamorgarn 



ABOVE: Mr Cairns, about to join 
the police on patrol. 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns told a public 
meeting in Llantwit 
Major that he will 
be pressing Defence 
Secretary Liam Fox 
for a decision on the 
future of the St 
Athan camp by 
March 31. 

Mr Cairns was the 
main speaker at the meet¬ 
ing in the town’s Youth 
Centre, which was organ¬ 
ised by Llantwit town 
councillor Dave Lane. 

Coun Lane said that 
many local people were 
concerned about what 
was likely to happen to 
the camp in the wake of 
the decision by the gov¬ 
ernment to drop the 
Metrix consortium’s £14 
billion plans to build and 
run the Defence 
Technical College. 

The meeting was 
attended by residents of 
the town, as well as peo¬ 
ple from St Athan and 
Llanmaes. Also present 
was regional AM 
Andrew RT Davies, . 

Mr Cairns told the 
meeting he had come 
along to update local 
people on the position 
with St Athan. He had 
met Liam Fox last week 
and was due to meet him 
again before Christmas. 

He said that the origi¬ 
nal proposal was to 
reduce nine military 
training sites down to 
one - the Defence 
Technical College at St 
Athan. 

Metrix was the pre¬ 
ferred bidder for that 
scheme and PFI (the 
Private Finance 

Initiative) was an impor¬ 
tant element as it would 
have raised the money to 
finance the project, and 
the MoD would have 
paid it back over 30 
years. 

But Mr Cairns said 
that the bond market and 
the financial markets, 
where the money would 
have been raised, were 
now very different to 
what they were six years 
ago when the project was 
devised. 

“The difficulties that 
exist now with banks and 
the availability of finance 
would have had an 
impact on the costs to the 
MoD.” 

He went on: “The 
statement that came from 
the MoD clearly said as a 
consequence, the Metrix 
scheme was not a viable 
option and not a cost- 
effective solution to 
deliver the project. 

“But they emphasised 
that this applied only to 
the Metrix issue and not 
to St Athan, which 
remains the preferred 
solution for defence 
training. St Athan 
remains viable, but 
Metrix is not.” 

Mr Cairns said that the 
£120m already spent on 
preparation for the proj¬ 
ect will not be lost 
because St Athan 
remains viable. 

The money spent on 


things such as surveys, 
assessments and plans 
gave St Athan an advan¬ 
tage when the new 
defence training solution 
is decided. 

He added: “What has 
not been so public are the 
security issues. Bringing 
nine sites down to one 
would create a potential 
security problem. 

“In the six years since 
the single option was put 
forward, things have 
changed and latest analy¬ 
sis favours reducing the 
nine sites down to two or 
three and this is the most 
likely to happen with 
training spread around 
the UK.” 

Mr Cairns insisted that 
St Athan remained the 
front runner for one of 
the training sites because 
of all the work already 
done, the money already 
spent and also because of 
the level of community 
support for the project. 

He added that most of 
the other eight sites were 
dilapidated, as they had 
been expecting to close 
and a lot of money would 
have to be spent. This 
had already happened at 
St Athan. 

Mr Cairns said that the 
MoD was working close¬ 
ly with the Vale Council 
to sign off some of the 
remaining planning 
issues and there were no 
plans to sell off the site. 

The MP stated that 
although there were con¬ 
cerns in the community 
about the houses planned 
“outside the wire” for the 
Tremains Farm site and 
the new northern access 
road, neither could go 
ahead unless the training 
college scheme also goes 
ahead. 

Planning conditions 
laid down by the Vale 
would prevent that. 

Mr Cairns said that the 
new college, if approved, 
would be smaller than 
the one originally pro¬ 
posed, which would 
mean there may not be 
the need for all the extra 
new housing, which 
would please many local 
people. 

He said that there was 
a possibility that every¬ 
thing could be contained 
within the wire of the 
camp, with no need for 
development outside at 
Llanmaes. 

Mr Cairns stated that 
until the new scheme was 
announced, nobody 
could be sure of what 
was happening. 

“I have been told by 
Liam Fox that by March 
31, they will make a 
statement on the way for¬ 
ward,” he said. 

“That’s why I want to 
see him again. I want to 
nail this down. I don’t 
want this running on and 
one on - it’s not fair to 
the community.” 

Mr Cairns said that he 
had received no response 
to his queries to the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government about the 
status of the compulsory 
purchase orders needed 
for the scheme, or of the 


outcome of the public 
inquiry into them. 

Mr Cairns said he had 
also written to deputy 
first minister leuan Wyn 
Jones because there 
should be a partnership 
between the MoD and 
WAG to ensure that the 
project had the political 
drive and support to be 
delivered. He has had no 
reply. 

He said that it was 
possible that a smaller 
project at St Athan would 
see the construction car¬ 
ried out by a private com¬ 
pany, but the training 
delivered by the MoD 
itself. 

Coun Bob Gant asked 
if St Athan could be used 
to accommodate British 
soldiers returning to the 
UK as bases are closed in 
Germany. 

Mr Cairns said that 
there were plans to accel¬ 
erate the return of the 
army from Germany. He 
added: “While it is an 
option for them to come 
here, at the moment the 
view is still defence 
training. There are no 
plans to sell off any MoD 
sites that could be used 
by the return of the 
army.” 

Coun Roger Eustace 
of St Athan Community 
Council asked what 
would happen to the land 
purchased that was out¬ 
side the camp and may 
no longer be needed. 

“The community 
needs to know what’s 
going on - we are left in 
a hiatus,” he added. 

Mr Cairns replied that 
there had been a lot of 
false dawns with regard 
to the project and he 
pointed out that even if 
the original Metrix 
scheme had gone ahead, 
it would have employed 
2,000 fewer people than 
DARA did at its peak. 

He said that the Metrix 
scheme was blown up to 
sound bigger than it was 
actually going to be. 

“I have been at meet¬ 
ings where Metrix was 
being promoted as the 
answer to every problem 
in the Vale. We need to 
be absolutely honest 
about what was actually 
happening.” 

He stated that March 
31 gave the community a 
time frame to work from. 

“We will then know 
how defence training will 
evolve. That’s when we 
will be told which sites 
are being considered. We 
will be able to press the 
case for St Athan. 

“I cannot promise that 
something will happen, 
but it is the preferred 
location for defence 
training.” 

Andrew Davies AM 
said that it was the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
that owned the land out¬ 
side the wire, as they had 
acquired it on behalf of 
the Ministry of Defence. 

“We must not take our 
eye off the ball with the 
land. WAG must come 
forward with plans for 
it.” 

Coun Eustace warned 


that even if the farmland 
was given back to farm¬ 
ers in the form of tenan¬ 
cies, long term it could 
still be developed. 

Mr Cairns said that St 
Athan had an advantage 
because three years 
preparatory work had 
already been done on the 
site. 

“We are in a strong 
position but it is not 
guaranteed,” he warned. 
“I would also like to say 
that even if this college 
goes ahead, the Vale will 
need further economic 
regeneration.” 

He added that many 
local people had written 
to him stating that they 
welcomed the demise of 
the Metrix scheme, but 
still wanted something to 
happen at St Athan. 

Mr Cairns promised to 
keep on the case, espe¬ 
cially as 3,000 troops sta¬ 
tioned at St Athan had 
just left, hitting trade in 
the area. 

Andrew Davies said it 
was a brave decision of 
the government to scrap 
Metrix, as the cost had 
increased from £llbil- 
lion to £14 billion. 

“Three billion pounds 
will run health and social 
care in Wales for six 
months, so they were 
right to not allow for that 
increase, but the right 
decision now needs to be 
taken on March 31.” 


CHILD Protection, 
burglary, affray, 
and drug offences 
were just some of 
the cases that our 
police officers 
across the Vale had 
to contend with 
when I joined them 
on a night shift. 

It started with a call 
from another local 
authority”s social servic¬ 
es department, who were 
concerned that a father 
of a child under their 
watch was at risk of tak¬ 
ing the infant overseas. 
Thankfully, this wasn’t 
the case but naturally, 
such rumours needed to 
be addressed. 

Later that evening, as 
we were driving past a 
pub in Barry, there 
appeared to be a scuffle 
in the doorway. 

The officers ran from 
the van to stop what 
turned out to be a hand¬ 
ful of men fighting. 

Two officers had to 
split up four or five men, 
each officer seeking to 
protect the other. 

One of the officers 
used his ‘red button’ to 
call for help, which 
thankfully led to more 
support. I started to call 
999 for help. 

Seeing one man kick 
and punch another was 
quite upsetting; for the 
police officer - however, 
being upset wasn’t an 
option. They had to 
intervene, in spite of 


being outnumbered. One 
by-stander shouted, ‘he’s 
got a knife’. 

Thankfully, this was¬ 
n’t the case but this 
statement transformed 
the situation. The police 
took complete control. 

Several men were 
arrested and taken to the 
custody suite in Cardiff 
Bay. When we later 
looked at the CCTV 
footage, it was difficult 
to recognise the same 
incident. 

All was clearly visible 
but not hearing any 
noise or shouting 
removed the intensity 
and alarm I had just wit¬ 
nessed. 

Earlier that evening, a 
drug addict had been 
stopped and there were 
questions about potential 
‘dealing’. This led to a 
search of his premises. 

I cannot go into 
detail, but the most star¬ 
tling fact was that a full 
police search was a mere 
inconvenience to them, 
such is the regularity of 
their interaction. 

There was also a need 
to wait for a female offi¬ 
cer to arrive in order to 
search the housemates in 
person. This was normal 
activity to the defen¬ 
dants, which underlined 
to me what is meant by 
the phrase, ‘broken soci¬ 
ety’. 

By 4am, activity 
seemed to have calmed 
down, until we received 
a call over the radio of 
two men breaking into a 


derelict property in the 
rural Vale. 

We travelled some 
distance with the blue 
light flashing and as we 
approached the address, 
we saw two men match¬ 
ing the description walk¬ 
ing along the road. 

Dogs were called and 
tracked the scent directly 
to the two in question. 
The helicopter was also 
on hand. 

This was the second 
time for me to work a 
shift with the Police, the 
first being some years 
ago. That occasion, 
reported in The GEM, 
proved to be one of my 
most fascinating experi¬ 
ences. 

This was no different 
and again, I pay tribute 
to the officers that I had 
the privilege to observe. 

The police officers I 
joined did a fantastic 


job; their professional¬ 
ism was unquestioned, 
their work ethic 
admirable and their com¬ 
mitment to doing the 
right thing and serving 
the community was 
commendable. 

Above all, the mes¬ 
sage I took away was 
that whatever the event 
or incident, the police 
are the safety net, left to 
pick up the pieces. Be it 
drugs, affray, child pro¬ 
tection or burglary, they 
are left to cope not 
knowing the full risks. 

There will be debates 
about the resources 
available and numbers of 
officers on patrol but I 
can only testify that with 
the small numbers of 
officers I witnessed, they 
have an extremely diffi¬ 
cult tasks task and we 
owe them our recogni¬ 
tion and support. 


it 


OiMWales 

Olew dros Gymru 

BEAT THE WINTER RUSH WITH 
OUR INTEREST FREE BUDGET 
ACCOUNTS AND FREE PLANNED 
DELIVERY SERVICE! 

Our Interest Free Budget Accounts offer an 
affordable and easy way for you to ensure that 
you stay warm this winter. 
Additionally if you opt 
for our free Planned 
Delivery Service and 
you are left without oil 
for more than 12 hours 
’then we will deliver 1000 
litres free of charge! 
(thefts and leaks excluded) 

Cardiff 02920674910 
www.oil4wales.co.uk 
E-mail sales@oil4wales.co.uk 

Boiler Service and maintenance budget accounts 
available to cover both fuel and boiler repairs 
and maintenance 



Young Jack 
over the moon 
to meet 

Shane Williams 



Pictured above is Jack Forsyth the 
grandson of Mrs McKinnis our recent 
prize draw winner. 

Mrs McKinnis was presented her 
prize of two tickets to the Wales V New 
Zealand Autumn Rugby International 
in Cardiff, by IRB world rugby player 
of the year 2008/9 Mr Shane Williams. 

Jack was over the moon to meet 
Shane Williams. Shane spent nearly an 
hour chatting and signing momentums 
for Jack and his friends from his local 
school in Pontyclun. 
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Why choose Park Independent 
Funeral Directors of Barry 


kARK 

^Independent 
Funerals are a 
family-owned and 
managed funeral 
directors based in 
Barry. 

Principal Lyndsay J 
Ellis has 20 years of 
experience within the 
funeral profession. He is 
well known from his 
time at A G Adams & 
Son and W Spicketts & 
Son, Cadoxton. 

Some large corpora¬ 
tions in the 90s pur¬ 
chased many family 
funeral directors, main¬ 
taining the family name, 
but not retaining the 
family ethos. 

Lyndsay and his col¬ 


leagues made a decision 
to open an independent 
funeral home as they felt 
they could offer a more 
personal service to the 
community. As family 
funeral directors, the 
company prides itself in 
its ability to serve the 
local community and be 
part of that community. 

Lyndsay explained: 
“Lrom the initial contact 
with us we guarantee 
100 per cent continuity, 
personal attention by 
me, and we make sure 
that your loved one is 
given the send off that 
they deserve. 

“We don’t answer to 
senior managers, head 
offices, we answer only 
to you. We are devoted 


My Tuneral 
Wish List’ 

A RECENT poll discovered that 64 
per cent of people like the idea of 
a meadow or woodland burial, but 
in reality, 75 per cent of funerals end up 
at the crematorium. So if a natural bur¬ 
ial appeals to you, make sure you tell 
your family. 

While you’re still in good health, it’s far easier to 
talk about these things, so now could be an appro¬ 
priate time to think about what you would like. 

If you communicate your wishes in advance, 
organising your funeral can be much less difficult 
for your relatives. 

People who have let others know their wishes 
are far more likely to get the sort of send-off that 
those closest to them will find more relevant, mean¬ 
ingful and personal. 

Drawing up a ‘funeral wish list’ means that you 
can specify details, such as whether you would pre¬ 
fer a simple or more elaborate service, which type 
of coffin you would like and a list of favourite 
music, readings or poems. 

This preparation helps to create an occasion that 
suits you and takes away the burden from surviving 
family members, who may otherwise wonder if 
they did the right thing. 

It also gives them permission not to spend a for¬ 
tune on the funeral and eliminates disagreements 
that may occur between relatives who are fixed on 
their own ideas of how it should be. 

The following website provide useful informa¬ 
tion: www.mylastsong.com; www.goodfuneral- 
guide.co.uk; and www.naturalburialgrounds.com 


wA'W'.nativewoodland.co.uk 
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to our families not prof¬ 
its, targets or figures. 

“Every funeral con¬ 
ducted by Park Luneral 
Directors is special. We 
take great pride in all 
our facilities, from our 
funeral home to our 
staff, who will help and 
guide you in all aspects 
of the arrangements. 

“We offer clients a 
very compassionate and 
distinctive service. 

Every funeral is treated 
with the utmost of digni¬ 
ty and carried out to our 
client’s requirements and 
under my personal direc¬ 
tion. 

“Our four main prin¬ 
ciples are: to keep it in 
the family; make it 
affordable; help and 
serve the community; 
and maintain a personal 
24-hour service.” 
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The benefits of owning a cat 

H 


AVE you ever 
considered an 
older cat, 
instead of a kitten, as 
a companion? 

Medical research has 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 653456 

VYWw.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



A century of tender 
and loving care... 


I HE Brian 
Thomas fami¬ 
ly incorporat¬ 
ed the David Wilde 
business 40 years 
ago, and between 
them have extended 
their professional 
care and expertise 
for more than 100 
years. 


The David Wilde 
chapel of rest has been 
tenderly restored with a 
complete external/inter¬ 
nal refurbishment to 
move with the times. 

Golden Charter pre¬ 
paid funeral plans are 
available from this inde¬ 
pendent business which 
is SALE affiliated. 

Please contact us on 
01656 668967. 


QUALITY 

MEMORIALS 

• Compassionate, Reliable Service 

• 10 Year No Quibble Guarantee 

• Fixed Price Quotations 

• Quality Memorials 
To British Standard 

New Memorials, Added Inscriptions 
Maintenance, Restorations and 
Memorial Insurance 


£150 worth of 
inscription ietters 

With all New Memorials & 
Added inscriptions over £500 


Visit John at 

South Wales Monuments Ltd 

Van Road, Caerphilly CF83 IJZ 

Tel; Free On; 0500 295581 

35 Commercial Street, Maesteg CF34 9DH 

Edwards Memorials 

1 South Street, Bridgend CF31 3ED 

Harding & Sons 

The Old Garage, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OHG 

www.headstonesonline.com ^ 


indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years 
old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 
10 years of life, which 
might suit a much older 
person and give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have been 
neutered and 
microchipped. Some are 
a little nervous as they 
are used to older people 
who might have had to 
give them up to go into 
homes themselves, leav¬ 
ing their companion 
behind. These would 


adapt to a quiet, loving 
home environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need 
of a new family or peo¬ 
ple to care for them. 

For an appointment or 
further information, 
please telephone 
Maesteg Animal Welfare 
Society on 01656 
721496, 01656 653456 
or 01656 667463. Please 
leave a message on our 
answerphone if we are 
not available. 

If you have any dona¬ 
tions, bric-a-brac or any 
unwanted items, please 
call our shop on 01656 
738977/721496. 


Prian tCIjomasi 

Independent Family 
Funeral Service 
Private Chapel of Rest, 24 Hour 
Service. Incorporating David 
Wilde Mawdlam, North Cornelly. 
Established over 100 years. 

20 Chestnut Way, Bryntirion, 
Bridgend, CF31 4ER 
Tel: 01656 668967 
Or Mobile: 07768 717721 



THE BABIES 
MEMORIAL GARDEN 
I MERTHYR DYFAN CEMETERY 

Now also available 
Cremated Remains Memorial Planter , 

Anyone requiring further information J 
on the Memorial Plaques | 

please contact | 

Barry Town Council on ^ 

(01446) 738663 




Owen E Jones & Co Ltd 

Zoar Chapel of Rest 

Zoar Avenue, Maesteg CF34 9UT 
A family run funeral business 

Directed by Hywel, Rowena 
and Gareth Watts 

Established 1890 

24 Hour Personal Service 
Pre-payment funeral plans available 

Office (01656) 733167 

(24 hours) 

r 1 iggnj 


The most thoughtful 
decision that you 
can ever make... 


I F you have ever 
suffered a 
bereavement of 
someone close to 
you, or have been 
with somebody who 
has had to arrange 
a funeral, you will 
have an idea of the 
important decisions 
that have to be 
made. 

Not all families like 
to talk about the 
future, particularly 
about funerals, as 
they do not want to 
think about being 
without someone they 
love. 

One way to avoid 
these awkward con¬ 
versations, but still 
have the arrange¬ 
ments carried out in a 
way to suit yourself, is 


by taking out a pre¬ 
payment funeral plan. 

At Owen E Jones & 
Co Ltd, we offer 
Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans. 

The plan allows you 
to make all the deci¬ 
sions and takes away 
any Bnancial obliga¬ 
tions from your next 
of kin. 

Your family has the 
guidance and support 
that comes from a 
company that has 
been in existence for 
120 years, and in 
Gareth Watts, a 
funeral director with 
more than 20 years’ 
experience. 

For more informa¬ 
tion and free advice, 
contact Gareth on 
01656 733167. 


Thomas Bros 

Independent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 
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AG Adams & 
Son is there to 
guide you 

IT is a very sad fact of life that at 
some stage we will all be affected by 
bereavement. 

When bereavement occurs, one of your first con¬ 
tacts is your local funeral director. 

For more than 100 years, staff from AG Adams 
& Son in Barry have been there to guide bereaved 
families in everything that is required to provide 
the perfect final journey for their loved ones. 

Robert, Tony and Mary live in the town, are 
friends and neighbours of people from the town, 
and therefore always wish to do the best for their 
town neighbours. 

With the assistance of Alan and Arthur who live 
in the surrounding area, we will be there to guide 
you whenever you need us. 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Serving the community in 
Barry and its surrounding 
areas for over 100 years 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 


Passmores offer 
a sympathetic, 
efficient service 


W HEN a per¬ 
son dies, 
someone, 

usually a family mem¬ 
ber, has the responsi¬ 
bility of dealing with 
that person’s estate. 

This may include 
establishing what 
assets and liabilities 
that person had and 
working out whether a 
‘Grant of Probate’ will 
be needed to adminis¬ 
ter the estate. This is a 
daunting task under 
normal circumstances, 
but for many people 
may feel a great deal 
more burdensome 
mixed with feelings of 
grief and distress. 

Usually the first 
thing to do is to estab¬ 
lish whether there is a 
will in existence and to 
make a note of the fact 
that the estate is to be 
distributed in accor¬ 
dance with that will. 

A will may be held 
with the solicitor that 
drew it up or in a safe 
custody box with a 
bank. A personal rep¬ 
resentative is usually 
appointed in the will 
to deal with the 
deceased person’s 
estate, also known as 
an executor. 

A Grant of Probate 
is issued by the 
Probate Registry, 
upon the submission 
of certain information 
based on the person’s 
estate. It gives the per¬ 
sonal representative 
authority to deal with 


the deceased person’s 
estate and allows them 
to access money held 
in banks, building 
societies or other 
investments. It also 
authorises the person¬ 
al representative to 
sell the deceased per¬ 
son’s home. 

Once all funds have 
been collected in and 
all commitments have 
been paid, the person¬ 
al representative may 
distribute the estate to 
the beneficiaries as set 
out in the will, or if no 
will, then in accor¬ 
dance with the rules of 
intestacy, which are a 
set of rules setting out 
who is to benefit. 

The personal repre¬ 
sentative may also 
have to deal with the 
payment of inheri¬ 
tance tax if the estate 
exceeds the current 
threshold. Other 
responsibilities may 
include defending a 
claim against the 
estate, should this 
arise. 

Passmores offers a 
sympathetic and effi¬ 
cient service when 
dealing with probate 
and estate administra¬ 
tion. 

If you live or work 
in Barry, Cardiff or the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 
would like further 
information, then ask 
to speak to our special¬ 
ist Carli Evans on 
01446 721000 today. 


Coping with anniversaries 
or reminders of someone 
that you have loved... 


C RUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE, 
the national charity, points out 
there are many events that evoke 
memories of the death of someone close - 
some are personal and obvious, such as a 
wedding anniversary or birthday, and 
others are more unpredictable, like a 
piece of music, a smell or a particular 
TV programme. 

Anniversaries and reminders can evoke power¬ 
ful memories and feelings which are distinctly per¬ 
sonal. These days or events, which mean so much 
to one person, may be ordinary to others who may 
not understand what is happening. 

Just as each relationship and each bereavement 
is unique, so too are the feelings evoked by 
reminders. For some people, anniversaries can 
evoke fond and happy memories, while for others 
they can create feelings of sadness, grief, fear, 
regret and anger. 

Another disturbing feeling that can be evoked 
by a reminder is guilt - guilt at what has been said 
or done, guilt concerning what was left unsaid, 
and even guilt at having forgotten or not thought 
about the dead person for a period of time. 

What can help? 

It helps to accept that, when grieving, there are 
some occasions which will be very difficult and 
then to work out how best to manage them. Spend 
some time trying to work out, well in advance, 
which arrangements will best suit your needs and 
the needs of others who share your loss. 

Some people try to avoid the pain of certain 
events by making sure they are away from the 
people and places which bring sad thoughts and 
memories. But you may feel it is important to 
mark the day in a way that is special for you and 
for the person who has died and whose loss you 
mourn. 


What is important is that what you do will have 
some special private meaning for you and those 
close to you. 

Some people find solace in religious and cul¬ 
tural practices which help individuals and groups 
remember the dead and celebrate their lives and 
work. 

Others find they prefer something more person¬ 
al, and some people do nothing at all other than 
maintain their routine and normal life. 

The uncertainty and anxiety surrounding death 
may lead to fixed ideas and thinking, but it is 
important to remember that people recall and for¬ 
get the dead in their own ways. 

As time passes, anniversaries and reminders can 
help us to begin to focus on happy memories of 
good times shared in the past. 

If you need more information on how to cope 
with bereavement, there is more information on 
the website: www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk/; 
or email helpline@cruse.org.uk. 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residental and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 


GEM family notices are published in 
all four local editions from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. If you would like us to 
help you with wording or style, please 
contact us for some gentle advice. 


MAKING A Will 
WON'T KILL YOU! 

• Recently Divorced? 

• New Family Member? 

• Inherited Money? 

• Worried about Nursing Home Costs? 

A professionally drafted Will can help 
with these problems. 

Contact us on 01443 408647 for advice 



Single Will - £50.00 (plus VAT) Joint Will £75.00 (plus VAT) 
Email: skerr@pjesolicitors.co.uk Web: www.pjesolicitors.co.uk 

PJE SOLICITORS, 115 BROADWAY, TREFOREST, CF37 1BE 


PJE Solicitors 
draw up wills 
to help ones 
you love... 

T he vast majority of people have not 
made a will - but everybody should! 
Why? Because the intestacy rules 
are unfair. 

For example, if you are unmarried, your partner 
will not benefit. Furthermore, your children may not 
be provided for appropriately. 

The only way to ensure that your property is 
effectively administered and ends up with the ones 
you love is to draw up a will. 

You also need to consider tax planning. It needn’t 
be taxing - and drawing up a will won’t kill you! 

Call PJE Solicitors today on 01443 408647 for 
further advice. 


Halls Memorials 

Monumental Sculptors 

Granite, Marble 
& Natural Stone 

The Old Coal Yard, Gaen Street 
BARRY, CF62 6JZ 
01446 410310 

Free brochures 
& quotations 



Specialist legal 
advice from 
members of 
Solicitors for the 
Elderly serving 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 

Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Court of Protection Deputyship 
Probate and Estate Administration 

Just call Neil Willetts or Carli Evans today 

01446 721000 

or e-mail: mail(§passmores.com 
Home and hospital visits available 

LET US BE YOUR GUIDE 


21 Tynewydd Road, 

_ Barry, CF62 8HB 

P«THfcBi2gLYl www.passmores.com 


Appointments availabie at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Legal services 
help you plan 


H ave you 
considered 
planning for 
your future? Are 
you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker 
Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these 
objectives with our wide 
range of legal services, 
tailored for clients to 
enjoy their later life. 

We specialise in 
‘Lasting Powers of 
Attorney’ for financial 
matters and personal 
welfare, and we have a 
specialist mental health 


department, so we are 
able to advise patients, 
both in the community 
and in hospital, about 
their legal rights. 

If you have concerns 
about the validity of 
your will, or questions 
about your property title 
deeds that you need 
answered, we can com¬ 
plete a review for you 
and put your mind at 
rest. 

Enjoying your retire¬ 
ment is simpler than you 
think - contact us today 
on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 
653122 (Bridgend). 


MeC and %pn 
jVatkins 

Independent d^unerat Tfireetors 

Tel: 01656 860545 (Day or Night) 
Mobile: 07766 147919 / 07970 310304 

24 Hour Personal Service 
Complete Funeral Furnisher 
Private Chapel of Rest 
Private Service Chapel 
“Graig Wen” 12 Pentwyn Road, Pencoed 
Mid Glamorgan CF35 6SB 


Amlosgfa Llangrallo 
Coychurch Crematorium 

Tel: 01656 656605 Fax: 01656 668108 



■ A joint Local Authority Crematorium provided by 
Bridgend County Council,Vale of Glamorgan County 
Council and Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council. 
Serving bereaved families from any area, since 1970, 
with no out of area cremation fee surcharges applied. 

■ Grade 2* listed building, designed by a world famous 
architect, displaying world renowned stained glass of 
breathtaking proportion, set in beautiful grounds. Two 
impressive chapels with outstanding pipe organs. 

■ Providing a comprehensive range of services to the 
bereaved, catering for all religious or non-religious 
backgrounds. 

■ Working closely with families, Funeral Directors, 
Health Authorities and Voluntary Organisations, the 
Crematorium aims to meet the needs of the bereaved 
it serves with compassion, dignity and respect in a 
tranquil and sympathetic environment. 

■ At the forefront of the provision of high quality 
bereavement care, incorporating the latest advances in 
technology and memorialisation. 

Named runner up in the category of 

“Best Crematorium and Grounds” 
in the UK’s Cemetery of the Year awards 2009, for 
“excellence and innovation in crematorium 
management, design and customer service” 

Staff will be pleased to provide further information 
on the full range of services available at the 
Crematorium, upon request. 

Please address your enquiries to: 

Coychurch Crematorium, 
f|M|| Coychurch, Bridgend, CF35 6AB 
MW Tel: 01656 656605 

Fax: 01656 668108 

Email: joanna.hannilton@bridgend.gov.uk 

coychurchcrematorium@bridgend.gov.uk 
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Friends of Pendoylan pull together to give 
school building fund a £10,000 flying start 


THE news that Pendoylan-Church-in- 
Wales School was to get a brand new, 
state-of-the-art building has inspired the 
‘friends of Pendoylan’ - the PTA group - 
to raise funds for the project. 

The result was a masquerade ball, held at the 
Vale of Glamorgan Hotel, which was an “amaz¬ 
ing” success. 

The school’s headteacher, Lyn Murray, told 
The GEM that it had raised more than £10,000 - 
cash that would support the building project and 
also be used to buy extra school resources. 

She said: “Special thanks must go to the joint 
chairwomen of the Friends, Janine Rees and 
Mary Walters, who have led the fundraising 
drive with great energy and enthusiasm.” 




ABOVE: Headteacher Lyn Murray, Father Edwin Counsell 
and Caroline Attya. 
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A celebratory evening as Vale school looks 
forward to a bright future in new building 
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Low-budget sci-fi movie proves 
a compelling and thrilling watch 


SCREEN 

TALK 


I T appears that 
alien invasions 
have become the 
latest cinematic 
craze. 

While we’ve already 
experienced them crash 
landing in Los Angeles 
in Skyline (though, in 
fairness, I personally 
wish we hadn’t), and 
will experience them 
invading the same city 
in next year’s World 
Invasion: Battle LA, the 
latest film to take on the 
subjects of extra terres¬ 
trial annexation is enti¬ 
tled, simply. Monsters. 

Set six years after an 
alien invasion, it tells 
the story of Andrew 
(Scoot McNairy), a 
photo journalist who is 


tasked with escorting his 
boss’s daughter 
Samantha (Whitney 
Able) through an infect¬ 
ed zone in Mexico to the 
United States border - 
but their journey is any¬ 
thing but easy, as they 
must make their way 
past the aliens... 

The background story 
to Monsters is equally as 
compelling as the one 
presented onscreen. 
Having cut his teeth in 
documentary, visual 
effects artist Gareth 
Edwards fancied taking 
a shot at a feature film. 

Picking a cast of two, 
and shooting on foot 
throughout America, 
Costa Rica and Belize, 
he made the film, almost 
independent in spirit and 


nature, of two people 
connecting against a 
backdrop of aliens. 

The result is a piece 
of work that puts many 
big-budget films to 
shame, eschewing OTT 
effects and story for 
something far more sub¬ 
tle and compelling - and 
as a result, is hugely 
watchable. 

It is very easy to offer 
hollow praise to 
Edwards - after all, 
since The Blair Witch 
Project’s success, the 
number of films made 
on low-budgets, only to 
achieve huge financial 
success has increased 
hugely, each film being 
the Tittle film that 
could’. 

While Monsters cer¬ 


tainly belongs in that 
category, it is the style 
and execution that sets it 
apart from your 
Paranormal Activity and 
the like, the film making 
a mockery of its minis¬ 
cule budget, and that is 
down to Edwards’ abili¬ 
ties as both writer and 
director. 

Visually, the film is 
gorgeous to look at, a 
travelogue of beauty in 
destruction, with 
Edwards shooting 
among sites that had 
been affected by earth¬ 
quakes and hurricane, 
and capturing the fragili¬ 
ty among the carnage. 

While the locations 
add a deep-seated real¬ 
ism to the story, it’s the 
special effects that are 


church Crematorium Joint Committee 



will be held at 

Coychurch Crematorium 

Thursday 16th Decemher 2010 
at 7.00pm 

^ . Led by 

Revd. Stephen C Pare 

Aberkenfig, Tondu and Bettws 

Father William Isaac 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Bridgend 

Featuring SERENOlPITY String Quartet 

COMPLIMENTARY WINE AND MINCE PIES 
WILL BE SERVED AT THE END OF THE SERVICE 

All are Welcome 
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most impressive, 
Edwards adding in the 
visual effects himself, 
all produced using off- 
the-shelf software that 
anyone can buy. 

He cleverly disguises 
the limitations of the 
effects work by keeping 
the creatures in the 
shadows, maintaining 
the drama and tension. 

What is on screen is 
easily the equal of what 
you might see in a sum¬ 
mer blockbuster and 
Edwards should be 
hugely proud of what he 
has achieved. 

Using hand-held cam¬ 
eras, the feel is one of 
immediacy, placing you 
deep into the lives of the 
two protagonists and the 
situation they find them¬ 
selves in, with an 
emphasis on letting 
things develop rather 
than forcing them. 

The same can be said 
about the script, though 
as the film was largely 
improvised, it’s less 
about the dialogue and 
more about the way 
Edwards paces the story. 

Kicking off with a 
creature attack shot 
completely in night 
vision, Edwards rewinds 
the story to the begin¬ 
ning, learning about the 
characters of Andrew 
and Samantha and giv¬ 
ing them a level of 
depth without forcing 
their backstory in. 

Similarly, Edwards 
winds in a large amount 
of pertinent detail about 
the creatures and their 
nature almost sublimi¬ 


nally, restricting the 
exposition to road signs 
and news clips, yet with 
it all hitting home. 

The story is paced 
well, the tension and 
drama growing as the 
characters get deeper 
into their situation. 

Given the low-key 
nature of the film’s pro¬ 
duction, Edwards had to 
cast actors who were 
able to carry both the 
story and the needs of 
the characters, and he 
finds two strong turns in 
Scoot McNairy and 
Whitney Able. 

If your first reaction 
is ‘who’ then don’t 
worry, you’re not alone 
- the pair have only 
minor credits to their 
name, although 
McNairy did star in the 
little-seen-but-actually- 
very-good In Search of 
a Midnight Kiss. 

However, it is to their 
advantage that their 
faces are only recognis¬ 
able to their family, as 
they help ramp up the 
realism of the fihn. Had 
it been Tom Cruise and 
Cameron Diaz walking 
around avoiding crea¬ 
tures, the suspension of 
disbelief wouldn’t have 
been there; as it is, with 
McNairy and Able, 
they could be any two 
people in the world, 
thrown together by 
events. 

Their performances 
ooze naturalism, with no 
moment feeling acted 
out or forced, and the 
(in real life married) pair 
play on their chemistry. 


Arguably, it is a love 
story set against the 
backdrop of trying to 
escape from alien crea¬ 
tures, but the two per¬ 
formances are more 
than just reactionary, the 
pair bringing real char¬ 
acter to the story, and 
helping hold the film up 
with real skill. 

While it’s easy to 
laud films such as 
Avatar for breaking 
technological ground, 
it’s fdms such as 
Monsters that are per¬ 
haps the real ground- 
breakers; after all, can a 
film student hope to 
aspire to make an 
Avatarl 

Not unless a wealthy 
patron decides to make 
a dream come true, but 
a Monsters is far more 
realistic process, and 
shows that with skill 
you can make a film 
without breaking the 
bank to do so. 

Monsters is a mas¬ 
sively impressive piece 
of work, regardless of 
budget, and that is the 
one thing that will hit 
home - Gareth Edwards 
takes a genre piece and 
with skill and dedication 
makes a fihn that takes 
it genre origins and 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

sends it somewhere else 
entirely - and makes it a 
truly arresting piece of 
work. 

VERDICT - A subtle 
and smart film, 

Monsters is as much 
about two individuals 
connecting and trying to 
save themselves as it is 
about alien creatures. 

What is so impressive 
is director Gareth 
Edwards ’ ambition and 
ability, making so much 
from so little without it 
straining to look good. 

With wonderful turns 
from Scoot McNairy 
and Whitney Able, the 
end result is one of the 
most compelling films of 
the year. 

Essential 

viewing. 


The Jfion 

FESTIVE LUNCH/DINNER - 3 Courses £9.50/£12.50 
NEW YEAR’S EVE - Reservations 
SUNDAY LUNCH from £5.95: 12 noon-4pm 

01446 781208 


Another great 

GEM competition 
in conjunction with 


Win a case of... 
24 cans of 
Double Dragon 

4.2 ABV. 

Regarded as 
“the National Ale 
of Wales”; in every 
respect, the definitive 
premium beer. 



Two runners up 
each receive 
12 cans of 
Double Dragon. 


To win the above beer, simply answer the following question: 

Which ale is widely regarded as “The National Ale of Wales?” 

Answer: 

Fill in the coupon with your name, address and telephone number and send 
your answer to the address below. 

Name 
Address 


Post Code.Telephone: 

Competition entries to: FELINFOEL BREWERY COMPETITION, 
c/o Glamorgan Gem Ltd., Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 

Closing date Thursday, 16th December. Normal competition rules apply. 

No correspondence will be entered into. Entrants must be over 18 years of age. 
Winning entries must collect their prize from the GEM office in Cowbridge. 


Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
m lane turn off 


From 1st 
December 2010 
9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

2009 Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

01446 781818 


s 


Esporta 

BRIDGEND 

UtALTH CLUe 


joins The GEM 
with their 
exciusive 
competition 

1 MONTHS (all inclusive) - Value £50 each 
FREE PASSES FOR 4 LUCKY WINNERS 



Beat the Christmas excesses...Start your fitness habit now! 

We offer: 25m Indoor Pool, Spa, Sauna and Steam Room. 
Superbly equipped fitness arena with Power Plate, plus 75 inclusive 
classes - Pilates, Aerobics, Aqua, Zumba to name but a few! 
JOIN BY 20th DECEMBER - NO JOINING FEES 
AND SAVE UP TO £170! 

Tel. 01656 653555 www.esporta.com/guest 


Just answer the following question: How many ‘all 
inclusive’ class options are available at Esporta? 

Post entries to: Glamorgan Gem Ltd, Craig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 




Name 

Address 


Answer 


Postcode 
E-Mail. 


Tel. No. 




Normal competition rules apply. Judges decision is final. No correspondance will be 
entered into. Closing date Tuesday 21st December. Winner to be announced in the 
‘Whafs on ‘ pages of the Gem, 23rd December edition. 



























































‘‘Let* it Snow” * 

Central Park, Barry, Saturday 
11 December, 10am to 4pm ^ 

For one day only Central Park * 

* will become a festive arena 
complete with snow, CV 
snowmen, an igloo, ice ^ 

^ sculpting. Live Christmas 
Music provided by RAF ^ 

St Athan band & All that 
^ Jazz, Play Development’s c \ 
“Workshops in Wonderland” 
jjjand street entertainers. Santa ^ 
will also be at the park with 
his reindeer and sleigh from ^ 

10am to 3pm. ^ 




For more information please 
call 01446 704737 or visit 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/events 
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Brian Conley is to star in 
New Theatre’s Cinderella 


RNLI carols 

PORTHCAWL branch 
of the RNLI are hold¬ 
ing their carol service 
at All Saints Church on 
Wednesday, December 
15, at 7pm. Also per¬ 
forming are Porthcawl 
Male Voice Choir and 
West Park Junior 
School Choir. 


Art show 
donations 
to cancer 
charity 

THE Silures Art 
Group has been 
holding an art fair at 
The Barn on West 
Farm, 

Southerndown, where 
Ms Jill James, propri¬ 
etor, said: ‘My vision 
for West Farm is of a 
venue which supports 
the arts and encour¬ 
ages tourism into the 
area. 

“We already hold 
film nights in our 40 
seat cinema and will be 
forming a film club in 
the new year. We have 
loved having this suc¬ 
cessful art and craft 
exhibition at the Barn 
and look forward to 
many more.” 

The exhibition ends 
on December 12. The 
artists are donating all 
commission from the 
paintings, prints, textile 
work and cards to the 
Macmillan Cancer 
Care, plus money from 
a raffle and refresh¬ 
ments. 


C OMEDIAN, 
actor, singer 
and televi¬ 
sion chat show host 
Brian Conley has 
been announced as 
the star of 
Cardiff’s biggest 
and most spectacu¬ 
lar pantomime, 
Cinderella, which 
opens at the New 
Theatre on 
Saturday, 
December 11. 

Brian, who stars as 
Buttons in the pan¬ 
tomime, has hosted 
numerous television 


shows including Let Me 
Entertain You, Dirty 
Rotten Cheater and the 
hugely successful The 
Brian Conley Show and 
Brian Conley: Alive 
and Dangerous. 

He has guest-hosted 
The Paul O ’Grady 
Show on a number of 
occasions and has also 
appeared on several 
Royal Variety 
Performances as well as 
Ant and Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway, Loose 
Women and recently on 
The 5 O’clock Show 
and The Michael Ball 
Show. 

On stage Brian has 
starred in the West End 


and in touring produc¬ 
tions of Hairspray and 
Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. He has also por¬ 
trayed Jolson in the 
Olivier award-winning 
hit musical of the same 
name in London. Brian 
is currently touring the 
UK with his latest stage 
show. The Best of Brian 
Conley. 

Joining him on stage 
in Cinderella will be the 
outstanding ventrilo¬ 
quist Dawson Chance as 
The Baron, along with 
his puppet friend, Willy; 
Amy Pemberton as 
Cinderella and Brian 
Godfrey and Darren 
South worth as The Ugly 


Sisters. Jonathan Kiley, 
executive producer of 
the show, said: “We are 
delighted that Brian, 
one of the country’s 
finest entertainers and 
most sought-after pan¬ 
tomime stars, will lead 
the cast of this superb 
production of 
Cinderella, the most 
popular pantomime title 
of them all. 

“As well as beautiful 
sets, stunning and outra¬ 
geous costumes, 
Cinderella has that very 
special transformation 
when Cinders is magi¬ 
cally transported to the 
Ball, and this unmiss¬ 
able production features 
a special animatronic 
flying Pegasus, to help 
the Fairy Godmother 
with her task!” added 
Jonathan. 

Cinderella is pro¬ 
duced by Qdos 
Entertainment, the 
world’s largest pan¬ 
tomime producer, and 
carries the New Theatre 
hallmark of value-for- 
money and quality 
entertainment for all 
ages. 

The panto runs at 
the New Theatre, 
Cardiff from Saturday, 
December 11 to 
Sunday, January 23, 
2011. Tickets, with 
concessions and gen¬ 
erous group discounts 
at selected perform¬ 
ances, can be booked 
on 02920 878889 or 
online at www.newthe- 
atrecardiff.co.uk. 
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Second heating ‘malfunction’ 
at Princess of Wales Hospital 


FURTHER damage has 
been done to part of the 
Princess of Wales Hospital 
by burst pipes. 

Last week, The GEM report¬ 
ed that the day surgery unit 
had been affected hy a leak in 
the central heating system, 
which a hospital spokesman 
said was caused hy a malfunc¬ 
tion in the equipment designed 
to increase temperatures, if 
outside temperatures plunge 
helow zero. 


Now, it appears that a second 
malfunction occurred in a dif¬ 
ferent piece of equipment - this 
time at the children’s clinic, 
which is a stand-alone building 
outside the main hospital block. 

The spokeswoman denied 
that an energy manager had 
ordered the heating switched 
off over the weekend in parts of 
the hospital not in use. 

She said: “The heating was 
not switched off anywhere in 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
including the children’s clinic. 


Regrettably, over the week¬ 
end, we had two incidents of 
heating equipment malfunc¬ 
tioning. 

“This is very unfortunate 
and staff are working very 
hard to make sure the effect on 
patients is kept to a minimum. 

“Maintenance staff are also 
working hard to repair the 
damage and replace the mal¬ 
functioning equipment.” 

She added that it was too 
early to tell what the cost of the 
damage will be. 


50mph viaduct speed limit on A48 


THE SOmpb speed 
limit on the A48 at 
Cowbridge viaduct 
is back again this 
year - for the win¬ 
ter. 

A number of Vale 
residents had written 
to The GEM querying 
the new restriction, 
which came into effect 
before the recent spell 
of freezing tempera¬ 
tures. 

However, a Vale 
Council spokeswoman 
confirmed to The GEM 


that the limit would 
apply for the winter 
months, and that it 
could be reduced to 
40mph if conditions 
warrant it. 

The speed limit was 
introduced during the 
freezing spell last win¬ 
ter. 

The spokeswoman 
said: “Problems were 
experienced on the 
viaduct section of the 
A48 at Cowbridge last 
winter, with ice form¬ 
ing on the bridge deck. 

“Because of this a 


decision has been taken 
to reduce the speed 
limit along this section 
of the A48 to 50mph 
during the winter, with 
a further reduction to 


40mph should condi¬ 
tions deteriorate fur¬ 
ther, to ensure a safe 
and reliable journey 
for motorists.” 


‘Plant’ links trees 
and the children 
to Wales’ future 

SINCE January 2008, the Welsh 
Assembly Government has planted a 
native tree for every child born or adopt¬ 
ed in Wales. 





V Anfonwch Iv^thyr 
'' gan Sion corn . 

Send a Letter fron Santa 


VtiV' a heipwch i yo hapufi 

^ ac yn ddtogal drwy gydoi y f^inyddyn. 
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RAF Personnel, 
Flight Lieutenant 
Bryony Robinson, 
Chief Technician Rob 
Ringer and Corporal 
Gareth Leonard, 
from No 4 School of 
Technical Training 
(No 4 SofTT), MoD 
St Athan, assisted 
members of the 
South East Wales 
Jobcentres by acting 
as a ‘Polar Express’ 
in a bid to get 
Christmas presents 
to special children. 

Mrs Claus, aka Mrs 
Anne Cheshire, cus¬ 
tomer service manager. 
Jobcentre Plus, co-ordi¬ 
nated personnel in 
Barry and beyond to 
rise to the challenge of 
charity fundraising at 
the offices and, with the 
help of colleagues 
throughout the south¬ 
east Wales region, spon¬ 
sored gifts for more 
than 400 children 
through the Bamardos 


children’s appeal. 

The logistics of col¬ 
lecting all the gifts was 
a tricky one. However, 
with the help of their 
friends at St Athan, the 
RAF have once again 
come up trumps with 
their ‘Polar Express’. 

A four-ton truck, it 
manned by Bryony, Rob 
and Gareth, who used 
their training schedules 
to ensure that the pres¬ 
ents were collected and 
delivered in time for 
that special onward 
journey. 

Mrs Cheshire said: 
“Christmas is a time for 
children and following 
last year’s response the 
staff across south-east 
Wales wanted to be a 
part of making someone 
else’s Christmas ‘spe¬ 
cial’ . 

“We were delighted 
that, once again, the 
RAF were able to utilise 
their training time to 
help collect the gifts 
and transport them to 


“The project is called Plant! and National Tree 
Week, which ran from November 25 to December 5, 
was marked by the issue of the 100,000th certificate. 

The project aims to build a stronger connection 
between people and their environment and to 
improve native habitats, allowing parents to play 
their part in nurturing a healthy planet in which their 
child and their tree is growing. 

“Each child receives a certificate stating where 
their tree will be planted.” 

The original idea for the scheme came from a 
Cardiff schoolgirl, Natalie Vaughan (11), who wrote 
to her Assembly Member, Sue Essex, suggesting that 
planting a tree for every child born or adopted would 
be a good way to make young people think about 
their environment and the role they have in preserv¬ 
ing it. 

One parent who appreciated the planting of a tree 
for their child is Wenna Gregory of Cardiff, who 
teaches biology at Bryntirion School in Bridgend. 

Her son, Mostyn, was born 18 months ago. Her 
school is in the process of planting its own orchard, 
while the family planted an apple tree in their own 
garden when Mostyn was bom. 

“I was so surprised and pleased to hear that a tree 
had been planted on behalf of my son. Thank you 
very much to the Welsh Assembly for such a won¬ 
derful and forward-looking scheme. 

“I feel very proud to be part of a country that val¬ 
ues it natural heritage in this way,” she added. 


A TEAM of four boys 
took part in the first 
round of the BB 
National Masterteam 
competition at 
Gloucester and came 
joint first. 

Well done to Sean 
Chapman, Sam Pickford, 
DJ Jones and Tal 
Brown! 

The competition con¬ 
sisted of 10 rounds, each 
of 10 questions, includ¬ 
ing Samson, Flags of the 
Commonwealth, and 
General Sport. 

They now go through 
to the next round which 
takes place in January at 
West Bromwich. 

A team of three boys 
recently took on the 2nd 
Bath Boys’ Brigade 
Company in the BB 
National Chess competi¬ 
tion and won. 

Congratulations to 
Sean Chapman, Alex 
Harris and Tal Brown. 
The team will be away 
in the next round to 
Bovey Tracey. 

As with the 
Masterteam 
Competition, the 
Llantwit boys are the 
only Welsh team to enter 
national competitions. 

The younger boys 
have also been busy. A 
team of four junior boys 
took part in the battalion 
board games competition 
and came second. 
Congratulations to Dylan 
Johnston, Jake Davey, 
Mason Richardson and 
Samuel Stewart. 


The RAF collecting gifts from Mrs Anne Cheshire and staff at Jobcentre Plus, Barry. 
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the main collection 
depot on our behalf.” 

Presents from the 
Jobcentres at 
Abergavenny, Newport, 
Gabalfa, Caradog 
House, Cardiff, Charles 
Street, Cardiff, 
Alexander House, 
Canton and Barry were 
collected and taken to 
the main distribution 
depot in Cardiff for 
onward deliver to the 
homes of youngsters 
ready for Christmas 


Day. Chief Technician 
Rob Ringer concluded: 
“It is heart-warming to 
know that there are 
charities, such as 
Bamardos, who are able 
to co-ordinate the giv¬ 
ing of gifts to children 
who find themselves in 
difficult circumstances. 
By just a few small 


NEWS FROM 
2nd LLANTWIT 
MAJOR BOYS 
BRIGADE 


changes to the training 
schedule we have been 
able to assist in this 
worthwhile and much- 
needed project. With the 
help of Bamardos and 


the generous support of 
the Job Centres, we 
hope all the children 
will have the best possi¬ 
ble Christmas they 
can.” JB 


Winter Pet Food Appeal 

More than ever, our local animal shelters are 
under massive strain to home and feed an ever 
growing number of pets, that, for one reason or 
another, are no longer in their own homes. 

Most pet owners treat their pets as part of the 
family and will even be including them in the family 
Christmas presents! 

If you can help feed a sheltered animal this winter, 
please bring your pet food donation to The GEM in 
Cowbridge and we will get it to one of the local 
shelters. 

W- I 

|R full ^ 

Thank-you, from all the sheltered animals! 


^Mrs Claus^ sends in the RAF Polar 
Express - with some Christmas cheer! 
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THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will (in certain circumstances), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


Rhoose Point sports field 
- local councillors reply 


W E write in 

response to the 
letter from 

Andrew Bailey (The GEM, 
December 2, headed - 
‘Will Rhoose sports field 
ever arrive?’) 

Mr Bailey indicates that the 
council is in receipt of £55,000 
received from Cofton as a result 
of the SI06 Legal Agreement 
towards the costs of providing 
changing rooms. He is correct. 

The sports field was due to be 
provided by Cofton - that is, 
before the company went into 
administration. 

Prior to this, the council was in 
active negotiation with Cofton to 
provide the sports field, but these 
negotiations were overtaken by 
events. 

Since Cofton’s demise, the 
council has been working tireless¬ 


ly to seek the transfer of all the 
land assets at Rhoose Point 
(including the land designated for 
a sports field) from the adminis¬ 
trators into the ownership of the 
council. This will then allow the 
council to seek adoption of the 
drainage system and the high¬ 
ways and manage the open space 
for current and future residents. 

The demise of Cofton is huge¬ 
ly regrettable and disappointing. 
However, we can assure the resi¬ 
dents that we are working hard to 
ensure the land previously in their 
control is brought under the 
guardianship of this council (as 
initially intended by the SI06 
agreement). 

The cabinet considered a report 
on July 21, which provided an 
update on land transfers, highway 
and drainage matters and resolved 
that negotiations continue with 
the administrators and that funds 


from the planning agreements be 
used for matters related to the 
development at Rhoose Point. 

The use of that money has not 
yet been determined, but I must 
make it clear that the council is 
not, and never has been, in 
receipt of any money to deliver a 
sports field and the £55,000 was 
always a contribution towards the 
cost of changing rooms. 

As for Mr Bailey’s reference to 
the land to the north of Rhoose 
Point, the applications that are 
currently before the council have 
been submitted by private devel¬ 
opers. They are not ‘our plans’. 
They are proposals submitted to 
the council for consideration and 
that consideration is under way. 
Coun Gordon Kemp (Leader of 
the council) and 
Coun Jeffrey James (Cabinet 
member for planning and 
transportation) 


Scrutiny committee can 
reach the parts that local 
ward members cannot! 


T he ongoing problems with the 
adoption of Rhoose Point are a 
cause for concern for all residents, 
and I for one welcome the fact that the 
issue was referred to the council’s scruti¬ 
ny committee on our behalf. 


GEM reader WJD 
Rees of Barry 
penned this poem 
on Remembrance 

Poem for a 
veteran 

On yet another November ’5 day parade 
He thinks of sacrifices made. 

By young men that once were his peers. 
And those robbed of oh so many years. 

Among those spared, Why me? He pondered. 
From battlefields where he had wandered, 
He’d survived the enemy’s shot and shell 
In a landscape, best described as Hell. 

He had rallied to his country’s call. 

With friends who knew that they may fall. 
But still they signed up for the shilling. 
Brave young hearts so proud and willing. 

His comrades in this shrinking band. 

He now counts upon a single hand. 

Fewer faces in the line appear 
With each and every passing year. 

The sound echoed from the last post. 

The notes released his private ghosts 
Of a time when he too, felled the foe. 

In a land where angels didn’t go. 

The drizzle running o’er his face. 
Swiftly does two tears displace. 

Softly down his cheeks tears flow. 

One for friend and one for foe. 

If you’re lucky, you may hear his story. 

Though not of bravery nor of glory. 

But of the tragedy of young lives taken 
In a world that evil war had shaken. 


The scrutiny committee exists to protect all of 
the Vale’s residents and tax-payers, and any adop¬ 
tion process that sees the council taking on new lia¬ 
bilities should be of concern to all councillors, not 
only the ones for the ward involved. 

If there are issues of concern still surrounding 
Rhoose Point, it is fairly clear that our own ward 
councillors would not have had them called-in for 
scrutiny for several reasons. 

Firstly, they are not on the scrutiny committee 
and cannot influence its decisions. Secondly, as 
Coun James is currently chair of planning, and I 
believe Coun Kemp was chair of planning when 
Rhoose Point was developed, they would be calling 
their own behaviour into question (and with the 
best will in the world, no-one is likely to do that). 

Thirdly, as they have been closely involved in 
the process as cabinet members, they have a clear 
conflict of interests. 

As there are obviously a number of groups of 
residents now taking an active interest in the adop¬ 
tion of Rhoose Point, but working in isolation from 
one another, I propose that a residents’ meeting is 
held to brief local people on the remaining issues. 

Additionally, as Coun James finds himself 
caught between representing the interests of his 
constituents in Rhoose and conducting his duties as 
chair of planning, I believe the only right course of 
action for him to take now would be to resign as 
chair of planning and take up the issues of local 
people, as he is elected to do. 

I also live in Rhoose Point, and am concerned at 
the lack of progress in adopting the development. 
However, I would prefer to know that the scrutiny 
committee had had the chance to look over the 
issues and has agreed to the plan of action currently 
being undertaken on our behalf. 

Eluned Parrott 

(Chair, Vale of Glamorgan Liberal Democrats) 


Path right of way 


F urther to 

my recent let¬ 
ter concerning 
the closure of the 
path to Barry 
Island from Ffordd 
y Millennium, I 
have done some 
research and believe 
it to be an estab¬ 
lished right of way, 
for the following 
reason: 


The public at large 
have been using the 
route openly and unop¬ 
posed for many years. 

The previous owners 
of the land (ABP) dedi¬ 
cated the route as a 
right of way by laying 
a path, fencing it and 
providing pedestrian 
access. 

Rights of way can 
only be extinguished by 
process of law. 

Ronald Peck, Barry 


Locals look at the fine 
detail of Waitrose plan 


COWBRIDGE residents 
were out in force last week, 
to take a close look at plans 
for a Waitrose foodstore in 
Cowbridge. 

On Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, an exhibition was held 
at the old Hurrans Garden 
Centre, and a steady stream of 
locals came along to examine the 
plans. 

Jeff Bird and Heather Brock, 
who as RS Bird Ltd will build 
the entire development on their 
town centre site, had arranged for 
representatives of Waitrose, 
architects Kennedy James 
Griffiths, and consultants Alder 
King, to be there to answer ques¬ 
tions. 

Jeff Bird told The GEM that 
he was “delighted” with the 
number of people who had come 
to the exhibition, saying that it 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


was an important part of the con¬ 
sultation exercise. 

Many were writing their com¬ 
ment forms there and then, while 
some took them home to fill in at 
their leisure. 

All the exhibition team main¬ 
tained that the response had been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Charles Russell Smith, of 
Alder King, said: “I think there is 
a strong sense among locals that 
Cowbridge missed out 10 years 
ago, when a Waitrose develop¬ 
ment was proposed. 

“A number of people have 
said that it would have been a 
great benefit to Cowbridge.” 

The architect for the scheme is 
a former Cowbridge 
Comprehensive student, Simon 


Kennedy, who now lives in 
Pendoylan with his wife and 
young family. 

He told The GEM that it had 
been exciting to work on an 
important scheme so close to 
home, and that knowing the area 
and the site well had been a great 
help. 

Mr Russell Smith said there 
had been some discussion around 
the footpath which joins 
Cowbridge High Street next to 
Martins newsagents, and which 
then winds towards the Twt Park. 

Under the new scheme, the 
footpath will skirt the Waitrose 
car park. 

However, Mr Russell Smith 
said that it would be improved, 
particularly at the High Street 
end, where it would be made 
suitable for the disabled by 
installing a ramp, instead of the 
existing steps. 



Win stamps - and a £20 gift card 
with The GEM and Royal Mail.. 
and write to us for free if you win! 


ROYAL MAIL, Post Office and 
Parcelforce Worldwide workers across 
Wales are gearing up to handle millions 
more extra cards and presents in the run¬ 
up to Christmas 2010. 

Royal Mail is also bringing some festive cheer to 
readers by offering special Wallace and Gromit fes¬ 
tive stamp presentation packs, featuring an advent 
calendar, in a fun festive competition. 

As an extra bonus this year, readers also have the 
opportunity to win £20 worth of Post Office vouch¬ 
ers to spend on last-minute Christmas presents, or 
early New Year bargains. 

Details, together with information about the many 
products and services at branches, available from all 
Post Offices and online at www.postoffice.co.uk 

Nationally, a bumper mailbag of around two bil¬ 
lion cards and parcels is expected between now and 
Christmas across the UK. 

In Wales, Royal Mail will handle more than 50 
million cards and parcels a week as Christmas fast 
approaches. 

Recommended UK last posting dates: Second 
class - Saturday, December 18; First Class - 
Tuesday, December 21; Special delivery - Thursday, 
December 23. 

To enter our super festive competition, simply 
answer this simple question: 

Who is featured on the festive stamps? 

A Wallace and Gromit; B Chas and Dave; C 
Wagner and Simon Cowell? 

The first four entries drawn will win a £20 gift 
card and a presentation pack of stamps; the next 16 
will receive the presentation pack of stamps. 

Entries, on a postcard marked ‘Festive Stamps’, 


Planning law 

I REFER to the recent flow of corre¬ 
spondence concerning some current 
planning applications. 

Although local planning authorities and commit¬ 
tees are democratically elected, they cannot decide 
applications on the basis of strength of public opin¬ 
ion - they must decide according to planning law. 

William Milne 


to The Glamorgan GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL no later than Friday, 
December 17. 

No correspondence will be entered into and 
judge’s decision is final - good luck! 



Christmas at Castleland 

CHRISTMAS events for the Drop In 
Centre, Thompson Street Estate, Barry, are 
being held at thebCastleland Community 
Centre. 

There will be a ‘Christmas Carol Singing Night’ 
on Wednesday, December 15, from 7pm - 9pm; soup, 
grotto presents and mulled wine - all free! 

Two days later, on December 17 from 6.30pm - 
8.30pm, it is the ‘Christmas Disco Party Friday’; 
refreshments, costumes optional (a prize for best 
one) children free, adults £1. 

For more details on both events, please call 
01446 403549. 
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The Commissioner for Wales 
praises ‘great young people’ 


GIBBONSDOWN and 
Court Youth Forum invited 
Keith Towler (Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales) 
to Gibbonsdown on 
December 1. 

Two of the Youth Forum mem¬ 
bers originally met him at Jane 
Hutt’s spring breakfast earlier this 
year and informed him about the 
group - asking if he could attend 
one of their meetings. 

He agreed and spent an hour 
chatting with the children, who 
had put together a presentation 


about the aims of the Youth Forum 
- highlighting past, current and 
future projects. 

The meeting was very relaxed 
and forum members were able to 
discuss with the Commissioner 
how they felt about living in their 
community, school life and proj¬ 
ects they were looking forward to. 

It was also an opportunity for 
the children to ask the 
Commissioner key questions 
about the importance of his role 
and how his work linked into the 
Youth Forum having a voice in 
their community. 


Keith Towler said: “I really 
enjoyed meeting with the Youth 
Forum - they are a great bunch of 
young people and they are making 
a huge difference in their commu¬ 
nity.” 

The Youth Forum is for young 
people aged between 11-18 living 
in the Gibbonsdown and Court 
wards of Barry. 

Contact Communities First on 
01446 732406for further details. 

Sharon Topazio 
(Communities First 
Coordinator) 



USA’s ‘turkey and tinsel’ trip 

ON November 22, a party of 12 members snow. They made a stop in Exeter, where they 
of tbe Barry and Vale U3A left on a had the opportunity to look around and visit the 
‘turkey and tinsel’ trip to Falmouth, stay- <^athedral. Eleven hours later, they reached home 
• a. I a .1 tV I a. tt a. I after a very enioyable break. RP 

mg at tbe Falmoutb Beacb Resort Hotel. 

Apart from a few 
showers, they had a 
bright and sunny stay, 
visiting both Plymouth 
and Truro. 

During the evenings, 
there was entertain¬ 
ment that included 
dancing, carols and 
quizzes. 

The food was excel¬ 
lent and included tradi¬ 
tional Christmas fare. 

On November 26, 
they departed from 
Falmouth and on the 
return journey experi¬ 
enced sunshine and 



1st Rhoose Brownies’ 
group shines at 
the Disability Awards 


THE 17tb annual ‘Understanding 
Disability’ awards for promoting positive 
attitudes towards people with a learning 
disability were held recently at tbe 
Future Inn Hotel in Cardiff Bay. 

The Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Coun Keith Hyde, 
together with Coun Colin Osborne, the Mayor of 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council, presented awards 
celebrating the inclusion of people with learning 
disabilities in the community. 

Keith Towler, the Children’s Commissioner 
for Wales spoke about his role, representing 
children and young people and speaking out for 
their rights. 

MrTowler explained: “The Children’s 
Commissioner wants to break down barriers and 
bring children and young people together.” 

The Children’s Award 
was presented to the 1 st 
Rhoose Brownies of 
Rhoose. 

The group consists of 
18 girls between the 
ages of seven and 10 
years old from various 
schools in the Vale, 
who have gone a long 
way to accepting and 
including nine-year-old 
Olivia into their pack. 

Olivia has physical 
and learning difficulties 
due to premature birth 
and other complica¬ 
tions, but is included in 
all activities, assisted 
by her fellow Brownies 
in such a way so as not 
to make her stand out, 
and without making 
extra work for the lead¬ 
ers. 

Iwan Thomas and 
class 5 of Y Bont Faen 
Primary School, and the 
children of Palmerston 
Primary were highly 
commended in the children’s category. 

Iwan has both physical and learning disabili¬ 
ties and came to Y Bont Faen Primary as a young 
child. The majority of the children have known 
Iwan since he started school, and he has been 
accepted as a classmate and not treated any dif¬ 
ferently. 

Palmerston Primary has accepted and included 
children with various disabilities. All children 
play together during play times and in after 
school sports clubs. 

Able-bodied children have made slight 
changes to game rules to make them more acces¬ 
sible to disabled children. For example, game 
rules have been simplified, or the size of the 
games pitch has been changed, according to a 
child’s range of movement. 



ABOVE: Olivia receiving her award 



ABOVE: Iwan Thomas of Y Bont Eaen with his award. 



I Palmerston Primary pupils receive their award. 



ABOVE: Olivia Berkley-Smith and 1st Rhoose Brownies. 
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MEMORIES OF BRIDGEND’S GREAT FLOOD 


NEWS of an exhi¬ 
bition in Bridgend 
to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the 
great flood of 
Bridgend in 
December 1960 
brought back a lot 
of memories for 
GEM reporter 
Jayne Isaac. 

Jayne was a 10-year- 
old child living with 
her parents Danny and 
Vi Williams in 
Sunnyside Road when 
the flood struck. 

Large areas of the 
town were affected and 
dozens of houses, 
including theirs, were 
flooded. Here Jayne 
recalls the events of 
those momentous few 
days half a century ago. 

T HAD rained 
incessantly for 
days. The River 
Ogmore, which 
flowed past the 
bottom of the 
street, was swollen 
with brown, 
swirling water 
coming down from 
the three valleys to 
the north of the 
town. 

We folk of the river 
bank, just like Ratty 
and his friends in Wind 
in the Willows, knew 
the river in its many 
moods. 

We saw it turn from 
a lazy shallow stream 
in summer to a menac¬ 
ing torrent in winter. 

No peasant on the 
banks of the Ganges 
watched the river as 
closely as the residents 
of Sunnyside. 

Fear of flooding was 
a feature of my child¬ 
hood but those fears 
were never realised 
until that December 
weekend. 

Knots of worried 
householders gathered 
on the old bridge on 
that fateful Saturday as 
river levels slowly rose. 
I remember crossing the 
Embassy bridge, which 
was just upstream, and 
feeling that I could 
have touched the water 
through the slits in the 
side panels - so high 
was the water. 

All that evening, the 
men of the street kept a 
vigil and we knew that 
the crunch would come 
when the floodwater 
rushing down the river 
hit the high tide coming 
up the estuary from 
Ogmore. 

My mother was 
about to give birth at 
any minute and a bed¬ 
room had been created 
in our front room for 
her and my father. 

All the street knew 
about the impending 
arrival and that night, 
neighbours came in and 
out to see if my mother 
was okay. 

When the water 
finally started to rise up 
the street, neighbours 
piled in to carry all the 
furniture from the front 
room back upstairs. 

The house filled with 
floodwater - up to sev¬ 
eral feet in depth. The 
flooding was much 
worse in low-lying 


streets like Lewis 
Avenue and Tynton 
Road, where the flood- 
waters reached almost 
to ceiling height. 

Anyhow, we all 
retreated upstairs and it 
was at this point that 
my mother went into 
labour. 

I remember seeing 
Dr Margaret Williams 
(wife of Dr Peter and 
the mother of 1970s 
rugby legend JPR) wad¬ 
ing through the house 
in her wellies. 

She pleaded with my 
mother to go into hos¬ 
pital to give birth. She 
argued that the house 
was full of germs as we 
had feet of stinking 
river water swirling 
around downstairs. 

But my mother 
would not be budged 
and the midwife. Sister 
Jean Parsons, then 
arrived with her black 
bag to take charge. 

At this point, I was 
whisked away by my 
father to take a walk to 
inspect the town, which 
was still largely under¬ 
water. 

By the time we 
returned, my brother 
Richard had been born 
and was lying in his 
basket. Childbirth 
looked like a pretty 
effortless affair as far as 
I was concerned at that 
age! 

The safe arrival of 
the baby was celebrated 
by residents in the 
street and beyond. My 
father was a committee 
member of Bridgend 
RFC - which was also 
underwater - and for 
many years after, 
Richard was nicknamed 
‘Noah’ because he 
came with the flood! 

Gradually, the waters 
subsided with the fire 
brigade pumping out 
the water from our 
homes. I remember that 
the council came and 
took away our carpets 
(no fitted carpets in 
those days, just carpet 
squares) which they 
somehow or other dried 
for us. 

We were also given 
the choice of having 
either a new carpet 
square or coconut mat¬ 
ting for the whole of 
the ground floor, paid 
for by the council. My 
mother chose a new 
carpet square. 

Bridgend was very 
different in those days. 
At the bottom of 
Sunnyside Road was a 
narrow lane and the 
river bank were lined 
with trees right along to 
Newbridge Fields. 

The Corona pop 
stores opened out onto 
this lane and there was 
also Derek’s bakery - 
both swept away later, 
as was my house and 
others at the bottom of 
Sunnyside, by the new 
inner by-pass. 

In later years, I inter¬ 
viewed people about 
their memories of the 
flood. 

Sgt John Anderson 
told me how he and a 
couple of officers had 
launched Dr Milne’s 
rowing boat from the 
top of the Rhiw through 
the floodwater to try 
and rescue the animals 
trapped in the slaugh- 




ABOVE: 

Dunraven Place where the flood water was deepest.. 
BELOW: 

A Mini, stranded in Queen Street. 




ABOVE: 

Adare Street as the waters start to suside. 


terhouse, which was 
located more or less 
where the Rhiw car 
park is now. 

The abattoir had 
been flooded and some 
animals had already 
drowned. 

They took a huge 
risk, as they could have 
easily been swept over 
the side into the raging 
torrent that was the 
river, but they managed 
to get into the slaugh¬ 
terhouse and release the 
animals who swam to 
safety up the Rhiw. 

Frank and Margaret 
Bertorelli, who had the 
Windsor chip shop, also 
swam from the Rhiw - 
and they were passed 
by some of the cows 
going the other way. 

Frank recalled seeing 
Mrs Rose Granville, 
who owned a dress 
shop in Queen Street, 
sailing along in a boat 
looking very regal. He 
said that she reminded 
him of Nefertiti of the 
Nile, 

Another business¬ 
woman who was affect¬ 
ed was Elsie Butler 
who ran the ironmon¬ 
ger’s in Queen Street 
and later become a 


Bridgend UDC member 
and chairman of the 
council. 

There were hundreds 
of stories about the 
flood which have been 
told and retold over the 
years by the residents 


of all the affected 
streets. 

Sunnyside had its 
fair share but the arrival 
of the baby Noah (who 
has just celebrated his 
50th birthday) was one 
of the favourites! 



ABOVE: Dunraven Place under water, with the 
Wyndham Hotel on the right. 

BELOW: 

As remembered by Jayne Isaac, the Embassy Bridge 
is barely clear of the rising waters. 



hk_ 

All photographs are taken from ‘Central Bridgend Around Elder 
Street’ - compiled by Natalie Murphy, and published by 
Tempus Publishing Ltd, of Stroud, Gloucestershire. 

BELOW: 

The Eire Brigade pumping flood water from Dunraven Place. 
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COWBRIDGE CANDLELIGHT EVENING IS 
START OF FESTIVE SHOPPING SEASON 




COWBRIDGE businesses are well known 
for their proactive approach to generating 
trade and interest in the town. 

This year’s Candlelight evening was an 
opportunity for visitors to savour some of 
the local shopping delights with entertain¬ 
ment, mulled wine and mince pies thrown in 
for good measure! 


Photographs by PAUL JONES 

For more pictures, go to: 

www.cowbridgecandlelight.co.uk 


Amy’s reception at 
Buckingham Palace 

Local woman lands top 
Civil Service awards 


A Llantwit Major 
woman, who is pos¬ 
sibly the youngest 
prison governor in 
Britain, has landed 
two top Civil 
Service awards - 
and recently met 
the Queen at a spe¬ 
cial reception in 
Buckingham 
Palace. 

Amy Rees, aged 31, 
runs Brixton Prison in 
London which means 
being responsible for 
hundreds of prisoners. 

Amy told The GEM: 
“I have been the prison 
governor for 18 months, 
but have served at 
Brixton for three years 
because I did work as a 
deputy. 

“We have a staff of 


ABOVE: 

Amy Rees. 

400 people and there are 
900 prisoners. 

“I was presented with 
a Civil Service leader¬ 
ship award by Nick 
Clegg and recognised in 
the Cabinet Secretary’s 
Awards, which were 
presened by Sir Gus 


O’Donnell.” 

The reception was 
held at Buckingham 
Palace and Amy met the 
Queen and Prince 
P hilli p. 

Amy regularly visits 
her mother Janice Rees, 
who lives in Llantwit 
Major. Janice works as a 
supply teacher at 
Llanilltud Fawr Primary 
School, which Amy 
attended many years 
ago, before moving on 
to Howells Senior 
School and then to 
Sussex University. 

Janice told The GEM: 
“Amy lost her father 
Geoffrey last year at the 
age of 61, and it is sad 
he is not here to see her 
recognised for such big 
achievements. 

“He would be so 
proud of her.” 


Scouts brave the cold to deliver Music from 

^ • -a m r-'f m-rn -r-r IIVG llllIlClrGCl 

festive cheer to Southway Home years ago/ 


THERE will be a 


performance by 
Pavane, an early 
music group entitled 
^A Celebration of 
Christmas’ on 
December 16 at 
7.30pm in The 
Market Theatre, 
Cowbridge. 

Now well into their 
second decade of music 
making, Pavane evolved 
from an adult education 
class started in late 1991 
to explore music from 
the 16th and 17th cen- 


THE 1st Cowbridge Scouts - Tiger Troop 
braved the icy cold weather last week to 
visit the residents of Southway Care 
Home in Cowbridge, bringing festive 
cheer and putting up a real Christmas 
tree. 

“We decorated the tree in record time this year 
as it was down below zero last week”, said Nick 
Exley, the leader. 


The Scouts meet on Thursday night and have 
been making bat boxes, visiting GE Engine main¬ 
tenance facility, Lasertag, cooking pizzas on open 
fires and getting out into the local community. 

Many thanks to all who helped, including 
Rhodri Davies from Downs Christmas Trees for 
donating the tree. 

The 1st Cowbridge Scouts meet every Tuesday or 
Thursday in Cowbridge. New Scouts welcome - 
contact Nick Exley on 01446 773264. 


tunes. 

In 1992, they became 
an independent group 
and began making pub¬ 
lic appearances. 

They are constantly in 
demand at indoor and 
outdoor venues of every 
kind -from barns and 
battlefields, to castles 
and stately homes - and 
are joined on this occa¬ 
sion by Eric Hadley, 
who will be giving 
Christmas-themed read¬ 
ings. 
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ANTHONY BROWN LTD. 

ESTATE AGENTS & SURVEYORS, LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 

A personal service - whether you’re buying or selling National Association 

Tel: 01446 792723 Fax 01446 793267 



Estate Agents 



LLANTWIT MAJOR - £119,950 



Modern two bedroom mid ter¬ 
race house comprising Hallway, 
Cloakroom, Lounge/Diner with 
patio doors to rear. Fitted 
Kitchen, Bathroom/Shower 
Room. Gas central heating. 
Double glazed windows. Off 
road parking. Open plan to the 
front and enclosed rear garden. 
No onward chain. Ref 561D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £164,950 



Three bedroom semi-detached 
house with double glazed 
Conservatory to the rear compris¬ 
ing Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Modern Bathroom. 
Gas fired central heating. UPVC 
double glazed windows. Driveway 
leads to the garage which is cur¬ 
rently used as a workshop. Garden 
to front and rear. No onward chain. 
Freehold Ref 563D 


BOVERTON - £179,950 



Modern well maintained 
three bedroom detached 
house with integral garage 
comprising Entrance Hall, 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted Kitchen, 
Bathroom/WC. Gas fired 
central heating. Double 
glazed windows. Driveway 
and well kept gardens to 
front and rear. Freehold. 
Ref 564D. 


-v- 

'"Merry 

Christmas 

and a 

Happy 
New Year 

from all at 

Anthony Brown'' 



RHOOSE - £395,000 

Modern individually designed 
detached five./six bedroom family 
residence with double garage com¬ 
prising Hallway, Living Room, Music 
Room/Bedroom, Dining Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Breakfast Room, 
Cloakroom, En-suite to master bed¬ 
room, Family Bathroom. Gas central 
heating. Double glazing. Heated 
Swimming Pool to side and gardens 
to front and rear. Freehold Ref 565D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £165,000 

Well maintained three bedroom 
semi-detached Georgian style 
house and garage comprising 
Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room 
with patio doors to rear. Fitted 
Kitchen, Newly fitted modern 
Bathroom. Gas fired central heat¬ 
ing. UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows and doors. Long driveway 
and neatly laid gardens to front 
and rear. Freehold Ref 566D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £235,000 

Modern four bedroom 
detached house with double 
garage situated at the head of a 
cul-de-sac comprising Hallway, 
Cloakroom, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Fitted Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom. Gas fired central 
heating. UPVC double glazed 
windows and doors. Driveway 
and good size gardens to front 
and rear. Freehold Ref 567D 





Visit our website for all our listed properties - www.anthonybrownltd.co.uk 


t74 Holton 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Cr65IHN 


GROVE ESTATES 



ANGLE CLOSE, BARRY 

Well presented 2 bedroom end link 
property 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Conservatory 

Good sized gardens to front & rear 
Stunning views over countryside 
Viewing highly 

recommended ^T|T|T|T|1 



BERKROLLES AVENUE, 
ST ATHAN 

• 3 bedroom semi detached 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Good size grounds 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Offered freehold ^ 
possession 
& no chain 



WESTON COURT, BARRY 

1 bedroom first floor flat In popular 
location 

Electric heating & double glazed 
Newly decorated & very well 
presented throughout 
Communal rear garden 
Off street private parking 
Viewing essential t o appreciate 

leasehold 




EDWARD STREET, BARRY 

3 bedroom mid terrace in popular 
location 

Gas central heating 
Double glazed 

Would suit investor or first-time 
buyer 

Offered with vacant possession & no 
chain 


£84,950 



PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 
3 bedroom semi detached in sought 
after location 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Additional loft room 
Detached garage, workshop/utility 
room & driveway 

Backing directly onto countryside with 

panoramic rural views_ 

Viewing highly 
recommended 


£219,995 




ST MARY’S AVENUE, BARRY 
3 bedroom bay fronted mid terrace 
in centrai iocation 

Gas centrai heating & doubie giazed 
Ideai investment/first time purchase 
Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain 


MAES YCWM STREET, BARRY 

• 3 bedroom bay fronted mid terrace 
in central location 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Very well presented throughout 

• Viewing highly recommended 

• Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain 

• Offers in excess of 


PHILLADELPHIA CLOSE, 
BARRY 

3 bedroom semi detached in quiet 

cul de sac location 

Gas central heating 

Timber glazing 

Good sized gardens 

Off road parking 


ORELLANA HOUSE, BARRY 

• 2 bedroom second floor apartment 
in popuiar iocation 

• Centrai heating & doubie giazed 

• En suite to master bedroom 



JENNER STREET, BARRY 

3 bedroom mid terrace in popular 
location 

Gas central heating & double glazed 
Newly decorated throughout 
Offered freehold, with vacant 
possession & no chain 
Ideal investment or first time buy 
Offers invited 


£89,950 


CHURCH ROAD, BARRY 

• 3 bedroom mid terrace in 
popular location 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazing 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession 

& no chain 


ST PAUL’S AVENUE, BARRY 

• 2 bedroom ground floor flat in 
West End location 

• Gas central heating 

• Partial double glazing 

• Communal rear garden shared with 1 
other flat 

• Would suit investor or first time buyer 

• Offered with vacant 


possession 
& no chain 


£55,000 


MENDIP VIEW, BARRY 

3 bedroom, end link, DG, GCH 

Unfurnished. £600pcm 

GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 
2 double bedroom, FFF, DG,GCFI 

Unfurnished. £525pcm 

GLYNDWR ROAD, BARRY 
2 Bedroom FFF, GCFI, DG, 
good size rear Garden 

Furnished. £525pcm 

GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 
2 Bedroom corner link property, 
GCFI, DG, Unfurnished£525pcm 
BARRY ROAD, BARRY 

1 Bedroom FFF, GCFI & DG 
Recently Refurbished, 

Unfurnished. £450pcm 

DOCKVIEW ROAD, BARRY 

2 Bedroom GFF, GCFI 

Own Rear Garden 
Unfurnished. £450pcm 


01446 747474 ® salesige-grove.co uk ^ vrtvw e-grove co.uk 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 15 December 2010 


Q 


homes^Li 


HOTLIISJE 

01446 709640 
01446 704316 


To apply call tha hotline, e-mail us at 
HOME84UOvalecfglamorg«vgov;uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Qlanwrgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


ARTHUR DAVIES COURT, BARRY ■ CASTLE AVENUE, BARRY <2) 



W4U 99r477 

fvltatHt fVr« 9n|l» 
p9f«on 0¥8r M - fw p«H 

• 8tudto «p«rtfn8f« 

. ^•Flrslfoor 

• Qas camrai htoino 

* • Ooubla glaano 

^ • SYir<elBrv«M4if>9 

^4 • ComrviunAi «ffln*nc4 
3 R^fit C90.M p«r tMi^ 


DEVON AVENUE. BARRY 


SMftateleralanily 

• 2 X «ira»-iMd aouM 

• Cantrtf VttJttno 
P • DoutAB'glutng 

•Goxlens 

Rtfit Ctl^ p#' 
tocApdlng wotac chArgM 


EtIS FISHER COURT. BARRY 



H4U RkRtwhs ionn 
SuttabN fbr • famiy 

• Four-bedrootn bouse 

• Central hMSOQ 

• DosOte-^eeog 

• Cflfflentt 

R««l CEASE per vkaNi 
Miter cberyee 


LOUGHER PLACE, ST ATHAN 




LYDSTEP ROAD. BARRY 



N4U RHNWKe 249034 
Butteble tor e femiy 

• Thrat-^iOrooni houip 

• Central heoNig 

• OoU>te-(i4ebog 

• Qefdonfc 

Rent eE7j84 per viieeb 
tnoudno eater croroee 



H4C/RiNveaoe 10SM06 
EeEiEle lof e feniEy 

• Thrae-bidroo* houie 
♦Goe otoirai heallTH) 

• OpUbie-pNftfig 

• Enoosed retr QMd4f> 


Rem tTASa pm ^eeb 
irttbdog Mfvtce chtme 


NICHOLL COURT. LLANT^IT MJR ■ PONTALUN CLO«C. BARRY 


If H 


M4U n gNmnce ^357J4 
Euttable 9or e famCy 

• Tno-CMdroan bout# 

• Central h e atn g 
•Oofibte-i|Biw>0 

• Gordons 

' Rent CEE M per aieeO 
I lidiiJnii Miter cbarges 



SPRINGFIELD RISE BARRY 


♦One-dodtoomflBl 
^ •Ground Eoer 
CortFOl bevlno 
^ •OOiibN^eeng 
“ •ConvnuifllEOfdcns 
Rifit CBE7E par MMb 
Milir ctmEif 


ST COVANS CLOSE. BARRY 



^ HtU ROBmnce 294369 
Silt, for 0 iteglo pofoon Of 
coipti ortf M - no pels 

• Ono-bodrooii fei 

• Freitoor 

• Cinirai fMein^ 

^ • Ooubli gtanna 

**■ e CoRirrviMtY mam 
i, - ; aOomrriiniiomdtni 

Bam C7S37 pM iKininb 
iiirfn tnd aaiM diifEie 


E f iL 




MtU R eRfence lOSaMt 
SUL tor i ER|N person or 
ooiEto oier 66 - ao poN 
•One bedroom fut 

• Sooond toor ilffi 

• Bectric storepe htelinQ 

• Ooitato deeng 

• IMvdMi^MlinQ 

• Convnund mn¥mom 
Rtfil CEEfO pm wool 
iKludtig semoe tAerge 


COPPERF1ELO COURT. BARRY 


^Nit/«eNrence rOB9B9? 
SUE Nr • floEd ptratn 
ottr BB-eopcU 
rl •Ono-twd'Dom Sat 
^ • Sooond fk»r from rear 
trsrd loor from car para 
Roiro 

• Qae oanif 6 aeatinQ 

• OouNe gliiinE'lMfitng 
Hint 66033 par aeifc 
induing amvNecfvnR 


FAIROAKS. OiNAS POWYS 


NA/ReiNence ZJWf J 
6uE NrasNENparaanor 
acuRo OMif 60 - na pels 

• Orra EotPoomdat 

• Rrstboof 

• Conirsi heatvH) 

• Ooutte QNling 

• Camnurml gmx±Krm 

Beat C9Q J6 pM ncNd^E 
iMOrdas and neiM cbengti 


MCOUAOE PLACE. BARRY 


DALE COURT BARRY 


N4t/ A iNnim : oaQa96J 


•TNwbedroom house 

• Comm beating 

• Doulaa-gNiang 

• OiftNni 

Beni CEa^ par Moae 
incSidfip wtaNr thar^aa 


LOUGHER PLACE. ST ATHAN 





H4Uf4e<timrce?4B79r 

SuEaBt Nr a stage 


• Rrstftoor 

• Canre hnaltsg 

I • Doiibta gezino 

• Cardan 

Rant CTAES pat vmoti 
tnduErsg aeNr chaigaa 


MEIRION CLOSE, BARRY 




’N4URaNenco2f6aOl 
SuliebN for a Nebly 

■ Tarp-bedrpom Hum 



• Cantm hMtmg 


• DoubE*gtodnQ 

— - Br 

• Qardans | 


Rant CE4.E4 par laaoi 


4Kluilbg WONT 1 



HtuRNNance 221268 
Bitt tor a eopN persoe ar 



»44U RtNrwToa ^25098 
But tor a 6n|N pemob ar 
oatdN aaar 66 - eo pate 
•One-bedreomnot 
•Oeuhdfloof 

• Central haa N ig 

• Oot^^aeng 

■ ConamaiPr aerm 

• CorrnnnB 9 B»dens 
Rant tT3w43 pm nduHPg 
Barm end Miier chargae 


REDLANDS AVENUE, PENARTH 


N4£/Retoenoo 243506 
BuA Nr a atage paraan or 
eaufie aaar 66 - no paOa 

• OrM-6ad>oani Bat 

• FiralBoor 

• Conbd healrig 
•Doutbe geriag 
•WardmvdNrm 

• Gommunpi gardam 

Rant 6P1.ai par Maat( 
vmudng Mitar cmvgaa 


TENSINC TERRACE . BARRY 


H4UR9f&90C/9 22M2 
iuB Nr a atage paraan or 
aaufSe ouar 66 ' na pen 

• Ona-Bodroom Bat 

• Qtoand Boor 

• Centre hMeng 

• DouNn gNriag 

• ConvMirtty earai 

• Comnxirei ganPare 
BaaM C?6 l 42 pa aueiRng 
eieei ana mRar chengei 


NR/Retoenco 210001 
Eueebit for a tondfir 

• TMp-bedraom houae 
•Cemre heating 

• Doubtogiizlng 

• Qtrdare 

Rem £81.03 par eeab 
incNdiig netar chargaa 


SIR IVOR PLACE, DINAS POWYS 


N4C/RaNmnoo 243509 
Sueabta Nr a Naglt 



• TMO-bodboom fNI 

• Brat Aoor 

• Shoiaar no beP 
•Cerrre heeing 

• DoUHe oBftig 
♦Gaidea 

Rant CTSai par Maab 
md uRig oeNr chargaa 


WARWICK WAV. BARRY 




NR/Retomro 222402 
E u BP bN for e tomOy 

• TTfo#'bedroom house 

• Camre beating 

• DoutnaH^Nrlng 
•Gardano 

Rent CEB 66 par moos 

ircNdtig netor chvyas 


You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any of these homes* 
When bidding for more than one property you will b© asked to state your order 
of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith and are believed to be 
correct but any potential tenant should satisfy themselves as to their correctness 
Newydd is a charitable housing assooalion 


FMdbacK wa appMT in th« n«xi adv«rt 

m4k B 

TiSr NoavWM 
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‘HELIOSPHERE’ SHOW BRINGS A SPECTACLE 
TO KING SQUARE ENTHRALLING YOUNGSTERS 


THE Dream Machine brought its 
‘Heliosphere’ show to King Square on 
Saturday, December 4. 

Local photographer Phil Ray was on hand 
to capture the spectacle, colour and entertain¬ 
ment which delighted the youngsters present. 

Highlight of the evening was a daring acro¬ 
bat suspended underneath a helium balloon, 
spiralling and spinning to the music, and cre¬ 
ating the impression of being able to fly! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by PHIL RAY 

For more pictures, please go to: 

www.barrychristmassphere.co.uk 




ABOVE: 

Back-to-back juggling in King Square. 
BELOW: 

These youngsters could hardly 
believe what they were seeing! 


Fast forward to a new 
career at Barry College 


BARRY College is 
launching a new 
range of courses for 
young people who 
are not in educa¬ 
tion, employment 
or training (NEET). 

The brand new range 
of Fast Forward courses 
will start in January and 
are 20 weeks, or two 
terms, long - allowing 
people to fast forward 
their prospects and fin¬ 
ish the academic year 
with a new qualifica¬ 
tion. There will be an 
open session introduc¬ 
ing the courses on 
Tuesday, January 11. 

The new courses 
form part of the 
College’s approach to 
tackling the NEET 
agenda in Cardiff and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and it is the first time 
the college has 
approached the issue on 
this scale. 

Barry College 
Assistant Principal John 
Hilton explained: 
“According to Welsh 
Assembly Government 
data, 12 per cent of 


young people aged 16- 
18 in Wales are NEET 
at any one time. Careers 
Wales, Cardiff and Vale, 
has around 1,600 young 
people who are regis¬ 
tered NEET alone and 
that is enough to fill a 
school.” 

East Eorward courses 
will be offered in art 
and design, brickwork, 
carpentry, childcare, 
engineering with motor 
vehicle, ESOL and hair 
and beauty. 

Eor those who are not 
sure which career path 
they want to follow, the 
college will offer a 
unique new East 
Eorward Directions 
course. This will teach 
general qualifications in 
work skills where stu¬ 
dents can try out a range 
of subjects such as sport 
and fitness, criminology, 
hairdressing, construc¬ 
tion and engineering. 

All courses will pro¬ 
vide opportunities to 
boost skills in English, 
maths and ICT as well 
as gaining skills and 
qualifications to boost 
employability. 


“The courses are an 
enhanced programme 
with pastoral support 
and team building,” 

John added. 

“We will allocate 
each student their own 
learning coach and the 
programme will include 
outward bound activities 
to help them develop 
skills and learn about 
working together.” 

Barry College has 
developed its own 
NEETs strategy in part¬ 
nership with the local 
authority. This strategy 
promotes a close rela¬ 
tionship between the 
college and local 
authority which results 
in some individual 
NEETs being placed on 
full time programmes 
throughout the academic 
year. It has also resulted 
in the college identify¬ 
ing a significant amount 
of funding to start the 
new full time courses in 
January. 

The College is look¬ 
ing to accommodate 
approximately 90 young 
learners - 20 places in 
the Cardiff Construction 


Training Centre (CCTC) 
and the rest in Barry. 

The courses will only 
run for two terms, so 
learners who missed the 
boat in September will 
have the chance to com¬ 
plete a course and finish 
at the same time as their 
friends and peers in 
June or July. The cours¬ 
es will run at a range of 
levels, and all those 
who successfully com¬ 
plete a course gain a 
guaranteed interview for 
a course at Barry col¬ 
lege starting in the fol¬ 
lowing September. 

The college will have 
an open session on 
January 11 from 3.30pm 
to 6.30pm at Colcot 
Road. Careers Wales, 
and many of the col¬ 
lege’s partners will be 
on hand to provide as 
much support and 
advice as possible. All 
courses will be free with 
just a £15 registration 
charge. 

For more information 
call Barry College on 
01446 725000. 
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Ffm Skf* box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 




» illy ♦ M0 iy wto oM F0tS • wtth No NO SNbocfIptlon 
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FREE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 
/ Oommllc 4 Commmvl 

/ OlKOontsFcrOipo 
/ 24 Hoor 7 Dflyt Sorvkt 
/ 12 Month GtOTNOM / 

/ OiQHN Switchowor Sptcialktt 
/ SOI Approved lft«Uil«r% 


r, '::v' 

dlgtt alfVl 


ST 

')^]^SKXl 

Is VNr Iflrtal Instatar^? 

CofiltdorjtkHi ol Aiftjl imtaMri 
CoftMod> 

Foliea ChockwfP 

UMtig Ifiduolri BtnchMori Aanote, 
CabiM and AocoMohoo'^ 


CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


ONEVISINMD 


01656 349 281 


solar create the mood. 


Wall Mownlod Nistallatkm Soeclallsti • WWt our wobolto lor oxai plot 

wrww.onevisioolld.co.uk 




Digital Aerial Specialists^ 
Supplied a Fitted 


E 

II if^ATf S 


• In 

Engirer* V 

• I^Tiar.ih ^ 

CuaPBoiee 005^ wo 

• Di&counts lor OAP s 




VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
♦**>*«> DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 


_ __ HD 

skyH> 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


^ 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


$Why not wish your 
* $ customers a $ 
Merry Christmas $ 
I by using 

The 

CEM 

For more information caii; 
01446774484 i 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

vvww.starline-blinds.co.uk 


01446 439 327 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

fl|b \ • Additionai TV Points v 

• Digitai Aeriai Instaiiations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Instaiiations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS CCVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


CHRISTMAS 

BLINDS SALE 

VcrticalSv Romans. Rolltrs and more 

FREE rndwurinq ^. -V 
FREE hntnq ^ Tv 

FM WW nsi HMi ItVT CAU TdMV 

0800 916 6563 

wn8rw.hillarys.co.uli 


^ IV 

50 % 

OFF 



Digital Aerials 


l oaa 

5upfMK«r S Inat 


.-■‘T,-.'' WON’T 

‘I ON PRICE 


RING FOR LATEST SKT OFFERS 


mMmmM 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

wvvw.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Barn Conversions 

• Garages etc. 
Planning & Building 
Regulation Approval 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 
07759 384884 
07722 136750 

plansjDeople® hotmail.co.uk 



Call auwaow-FREE PMNE 

08081261852 


Many of our advertisers have used 
The GEM for years, This speaks volumes. 
Some are lucky enough to have a great 
response within weeks, and some after 
placing just one advert,.. 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 77448 ^ 


\—2m TESIlMyNJAL 

TESTlMOtUAL 

tfSTIWIONIAL 

Sh ‘Start Afresh 

Oeaning Services 

1 received lots ot converted into 6 jobs 

Major and Barry qem being printed 

TpL 07964 179 473 

(Spot On]\ 

I 'cleaning Co. I 

Advertising with GEM 

has proved to be 
successful in the promotion 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

T«i 07854 148 236 


1 have been running my advert 

consistently for a numb^ of 

years and would recon^nnend 

The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW Constructiom^^^^^^ 
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B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


•GENERAL BUILDING •BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY | 

• KITCHEN FiniNG GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELEQRiaL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


MASONWISE 
BUILDERS 

^ Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

• Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME? 

Visit our brand new showroom now open 
Sam - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 


Mike Anderson (Buiiders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 



Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


^ Tit 


Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 

-doors couid 

save you up to 

£295.00 

off your 
fuei biiis 



Free Vertical Blinds and 
Beat the VAT Rise with 
all full house windows 
and doors fitted 
before Christmas 


I FULL GARAGE I 
CONVERSIONSn 
FROM£5,000 



Specialists in 
all aspects of 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 
07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.com 



SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors from £550 fitted I 
Beat the VAT Rise. Fit before Christmas 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
Christmas come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon c 
you order this month only'- So order NOW! I 



Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Terms & Conditions apply 


• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

' Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 





1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


www.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

W E FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


wfiNtoMr Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rnmtmrciaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 ^ & Quotations 

Cowbridge • MobUe: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

01446 795520 
07891 768151/' 


ID.GULLIVER"; 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
f 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 65260S 



a[i©®Qc?a©siQ 


■LECWICAL SERVICES 


VALE CARPETS 


corner ta tyMC 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 
Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


T 




fOI ~W If its wood- 
W S.m we're very 
R—Y Y mod! 

CARPENTRY 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


DIALA 
CARPENTER 

No job too big or too small 
OVER20 YRSEXP. 


From Door Hanging to 
Fitted Kitchens! 


07788 455656 
01446 719500 




^^ndrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
’ Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

• Reliable, Qualified Service 
• • Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQJQBTQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


EMH1 



LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


lanewise 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hrs from £27.00 
First 10 hrs from £110 
ForTotai Beginners 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Hepaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




D 

6 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 



Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
Installer 
I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bmoee cf\ 

Vale V 

Tree Services' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCLVL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




r Ufcd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


H 

—j 

N) GARDEN & 

Landscaping 

1 SERVICES 

- 

■' ''V . /■— ^ 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 
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Property Maintenance 


CARPENTRY • FASCIAS 
LAMINATE FLOORS 
DOORS/FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 


01446 

774484 

Xll« 

OEM 


allan^brown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

If you are looking for a friendly, 
reliable & trustworthy service for in and 
around your home or business, call Allan 


01446 750236 or 07740 187613 anytime 


^^WHO CARES WINS” 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and ean do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 




For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 
Competitive ik . . 



www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


□ B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

Call Mobile 07768 367298 
01446 461994 or 01656 657438 


S.M.Vaughan 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Hemes - Caravans - Beats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathrccm Installaticn 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verion Ind. Estate, Bany 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

I I P 07815 09799424111$, or 01446735681 

I F Combination Boiler Spedalist 

Old Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 

★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 

★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Seryic^ 



‘DC'Plumbini^ 


• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

I f r : ^ 

V... orff m 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile; 07889 514321 IM 
Telephone: 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


[1 


C&H PLUMBING SUPPLIES 


BOILERS & 
RADIATORS 
AIBEST 
PRICES 


59 BROAD STREET, BARRY. 
TELEPHONE: 01446 736666 



01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


JMC Ryi 

tNoofln^ 


’an Nk Son 

Ititf 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
AU aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Si Ivey Roofing 


t .'1*1 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias I 
FREE ESTIMATES I 

Tel: 01446 404838 1 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


c3S)3!5[ia 
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Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 0568^ 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 



ENSX 

SKIP HI 

Mini, Midi & Laji^VBui 
Delivered and Collected 
O Fully Licensed Waste Carrier (cb/jp3897bx) O 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

LOCAL BARRY SKIP COMPANY 

B a Tel: 01446 421072 SB 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


CG 


07507 
994905 
01446 
I 420979 


PIASTERING 

Specialist 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor HUng Speciatisi 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 
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TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
Engiish, French and Spanish 
to both chiidren and aduits 
(beginners up to A-Levei). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 





All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


^^^ScrapMhw 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


Ltandow Ndals 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, MOT 
faiiures, and tax expired 
vehicies. Aiso body sheiis 
and scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 




For aU your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669-792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 
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GO FOR IT! 
MAKE MORE MONEY 



Wish your 
family & friends a 
Happy Christmas through 

Call 01446 774484 







t 01543 482926 
Mivw.startautosmart.co.uk 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
WANTED 

A disabled lady in the Cowbridge area offering 
a part time job for 10 hours per week. 

The purpose of the job is to support with all aspects of 
daily living. £8.00 per hour shift length and times will vary. 
Closing date January 15, 2010. 

For further details please contact: 

Dewis Centre for Independent Living 
Tel: (01443) 408418. 

Quote ref: VOG014/12.10 • Reg. Charity No. 1098229 


PART TIME BUSINESS MANAGER 
WANTED FOR LLANTWIT MAJOR 
RUGBY CLUB 

An interesting role is available for a part time business 
manager to work for a local rugby club. Salary and 
commission based role, hours negotiable. We want to 
hear from people who would like to join an ambitious club 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 

Please forward CV application by letter to: 

Vice Chaiman Alan Davies, Yr Hafod, 
Coihugh Street, Llantwit Major CF61 1 RE 


Quorum Associates 

Experienced 
Structural Engineer 

required for 

permanent position 
in a rapidly expanding 
South Wales based 
company. 

Contact 01446 774493 






2001 Volvo 
V70 Estate 

Dealer serviced, FSH, 
taxed, 10 months MOT, 
140k, Red, black interior, 
excellent condition. 

£2,650 ono 
01446 7502834V 


Vauxhall Vectra 
1.8 LS 04 
5-Dr Estate 

61,000 miles, Silver, Tax, 
MOT, excellent. 

£2,750 

07742 647019,, 


2000 Nissan Micra 
1.4 SE Auto 5-Dr 

Purple metallic, one owner, only 
37,000 miles, new MOT, 6 
months tax, central locking, E/W, 
excellent condition throughout, 
illness forces reluctant sale. 

£1,950 

07894 233331 


2000 X 
Volkswagen 
Golf GTTDi 

68,000 miles, full VW 
service history, tax & MOT. 
Immaculate condition. 

£2,699 

07828 574668,, 


54 Ford Focus 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Pale blue, 20,731 
miles, tax & MOT 
Jan 2011, VGC. 

£4,000 

01446 773117 


2000 W Reg 
ROVER 45 1.4 

5-Dr Hatch 

New cam belt, MOT Nov 
2011, tax Feb 2011. 
Excellent condition, 
economical, low mileage. 

£499 

07879 065331 4 


06 Mercedes Benz 
A150 SE Lux 
3-Dr Hatch 

Black, petrol, MOT June 
2011, very good condition, 
FSH, 49,000 miles, E/W, CD, 
central locking, lady owner. 

£5,495 ono 

077177 61465 48 




2009 Delta 
Primero 6-Berth 
Caravan 

Sited at Trecco Bay 

£9,950 

Offers considered 
02920 886469 
07765 131786 4v 



ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either 
send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to “The Glamorgan 
Gem” at The Gem, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 
FOLD-UP BED and 
mattress. New, £30. Tel: 
01446 742772. (50) 
MAN’S SARACEN 
Mountain bike, new £350. 
Sell £250 ono (cash). Tel: 
01446 795275. (50) 
DURESTA GEORGE Brand 
new large sofa and 
armchair, antique gold 
velvet. RRP £3,500, sell 
£2,800 ono. Tel: 07891 
793915 or 01446 760688. 
(50) 

TWO SEATER SETTEE 

with two fully reclining 
electric armchair, burgundy, 
excellent condition £350 
ono. Mantis cultivator 
/hedgecutter, also strimmer 
and shredder £175 for all 
(can be separated. 4ft bed 
with headboard, good 
condition £30. Tel: 01446 
404679 (evenings only). 
(50) 

3 SEATER SETTEE Cream 
leather and two armchair, 
good condition £150. Buyer 
collects. Tel: 01446 742797. 
(50) 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 

Design: one pair of curtains, 
2 double duvets, pillow 
cases, sheets, bean bag 
£50. Beautiful ornate gold 
mirror cost £100, sell £50. 
Tel: 01656 772160. (50) 

4FT DRAWER DIVAN BED 
Mattress/headboard, as 
new, 9 year guarantee 
£125. Tel: 01656 661237. 
(50) 

GIRLS’ APOLLO BIKE 16” 

wheels, suit age 6-9, blue & 
pink frame, good condition. 
Cost £100, sell £45 ono. Tel: 
07973 863659. (49) 
HOTPOINT Under counter 
fridge & freezer, white, £45 
each. Tel: 01446 701420. 
(49) 

G-PLAN Two X 2 seater 
sofas, armchair, pale 
grey/blue draylon £250. Tel: 
01446 773135. (49) 
HINARI MICROWAVE 
Black/chrome, still in box 
£25. Hinari multi att. hand 
blender & carver, still in box 
£25. Pine 4 drawer chest 
and country mirror £40. 
Solid pine headboard £10. 
Tel: 01656 789096. (49) 
GUEST BED Never used. 
£80 new, will sell £50 ono. 
Tel: 01446 743204. (49) 
AVON REDSTART 
DINGHY 9’ Offers, VGC, 
and 5 horse power Honda 


Small Starter 
Industrial Units 
For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


Large property^ 

WEST END 
BARRY 

Recently refurbished 

£850 pcm 
Call now on 

07966 557537 


Big Bag Logs 

Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 
Phone 01656 784194 
Mobile 07815 861864 


TGTtEf 

^^3 Bed House \ 
^ BARRY 
Town Area 

£575 per month 
Bond required. 

Tel: 07914 615749 
or 07910 133797 


TOOJf 

3 Bedroomed 
House in 
BARRY 

£575 pcm 
Bond & references. 
No smokers. 

Tel: 01446 410747 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

Modern Industrial/ 
Storage/Workshops 
Rents from 
£150 per week 
07710 310918 


One, two or three 
person serviced 
or imserviced 
offices with 
parking available 
in Cowbridge 
Contact Sue Peake 
01446 775959 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Glamoi^an 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


outboard engine, 4 stroke, 
very quiet, offers, VGC. Tel: 
01446 796060. (49) 

WHITE STEEL BATH All 
attachments, very good 
condition £50. Tel: 01446 
794268. (48) 

BERGERE SOFA Attractive 
large G-Plan 3-seater in 
antique gold draylon, £99. 
Tel: 01446 795754. (48) 
IKEA Epedit white book 
case £30. Ikea Fredrick 
work station, birch 
effect/silver £30. Ikea 
Meldal day bed £40. Tel: 
01446 795386. (48) 
TROPICAL AQUARIUM 
36” long with cabinet, fish 
and accessories £80 ono. 
Tel: 01656 784107. (48) 
BRITAX Children’s car seat. 
Aged up to 4 years, 
excellent condition £60. Tel: 
01446 748801.(48) 
ARMCHAIR Beige leather, 
wooden trim. 

Rocking/swivel, footrest. 
Excellent condition £40 ono. 
Tel: 01446 404590. (48) 
CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN Silver coloured 
metal bed. King size, frame 
only. Buyer collect £85. Tel: 
01446 750963. (47) 

DARK OAK Refectory table 
£150.6 chairs Inc 2 carvers, 
green leather £150. Dresser 
£250. Gate leg table £50. 
Oak framed mirror £50. Tel: 
02920 522848. (47) 

PINE BED 5’ £50. Plus 
other furniture. Tel: 01446 
773113. (47) 

FLORAL CURTAINS Lined 
72” width, 90” drop. As new, 
cost £100. Sell £50. Tel: 
01446 405192. (47) 
EXPANDABLE SUITCASE 
Navy, size 26”x18” approx 
£10 ono. Highbacked 
computer chair, burgundy 
£15 ono. Tel: 01446 746627. 
(47) 

COMPLETE KITCHEN In 

oak £500. Call for more 
information. Tel: 01656 
662836. (47) 

PINE DRESSER 2 door 


GEIM Family Notices 





HARTLEY 


John 

The family would like to thank everyone who 
attended the funeral. We would also like to thank 
family, friends and colleagues for their support and 
messages of sympathy during this sad time. 
Special thanks also to AG Adams for the dignity 
shown to John and his family, and for their helpful, 
compassionate service. 


JERVIS 

Rhianydd 


Peacefully on November 30 at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, Rhianydd in her 99th year. Beloved wife of 
the late Gwyn, formerly of New Forest, Ystradowen. 
Dearly loved mother of Graham and Ann, 
dear mother-in-law of Elizabeth and Edward, 
much loved grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Friday December 10, service and 
cremation 2.45pm at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend. 
No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to 
Kidney Research or SE Wales Downs Syndrome 
Support Group - please make cheques payable to 
W James & Sons Charity Account c/o J James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


Lyndhurst 

Drummond 

Basil 

10/12/2000 

Missing you today and 
even more tomorrow. 
Our memories are forever 
with us. 

Lots of love, Carol, 
Gareth, Mags, Chris 
and Harry 


Allan 

Birchenough 

Died peacefully on 
December 2, 2010. 
Fvmeral Monday 
December 13 at 
Bridgend 
Crematorium. 

No flowers, 
but donation to 
Cancer Research. 




WHITEHOUSE 
John 

On Thursday November 25, John, father 
of Thomas and Sarah, grandfather of 
Holly and William, died peacefully at 
Frimley Park Hospital, Surrey. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge, on Monday December 13 at 
12 noon, followed by private cremation. 
Family flowers only Donations if wished to 
The Prostate Cancer Charity 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

TN Pembroke House, 

^vE^/^tloPLB College Street 




V V.V Mi i r^rknfn-€ifiilcifir»nc‘{ 




Congratulations 
on your 
18th Birthday 

sses 

15th December j 
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Latest Vale planning proposals 


Mr Stephen Oliver - First Floor Flat, 4 
Arcot Street, Penarth - Provision of 
screened external area for clothes drying, 
recycling and refuse. 

Mr L Moffat - The Old Forge, West 
Street, Llantwit Major - Remove mon- 
teray cypress, ash and holly. 

Mr and Mrs D Such - 33 St Brannocks 
Close, Barry - Two storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Vale Council - Flying Start Family 
Centre, Gladstone Road, Barry - 

Conversion of therapy pool into creche 
and education facility with ancillary 
functions. 

Taylor Wimpey Developments Ltd - 
Land to east of Pencoedtre Lane, 
Barry - Reserved matters application for 
71 dwellings, including details fo 
appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale. 

Vale Council - Hydraulic Pumphouse, 
The Innovation Quarter, Barry 
Waterfront - Temporary removal of 
trusses, valley beams, 5 block columns, 
gantry crane and rails for cleaning and 
painting. 

Mr Ralph Evans - Unit 03, Seaview, St 
Athan - Proposed conversion of bam to 
dwelling. 

Mr Ralph Evans - Unit 01, Seaview, St 
Athan - Proposed conversion of cot¬ 
tage/bam to dwelling. 

Mr Rhys Blake - 2 Orchard Rise, 
Penarth - Two storey and single storey 
extensions to the side and rear of the 


property. 

Vale Council - Llanilltud Fawr Site, 
Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major - 

Creation of new Llantwit Major Welsh 
Medium School. 

Mr Chris Richardson - 4 Pleasant View, 
Barry - Conversion of flat roof to 
pitched roof including new bedrooms 
and bathroom in loft. New bedroom and 
bathroom within existing pitched roof. 
Creation of additional off street parking 
space. 

Mr Alex Rodwood -129 Plassey Street, 
Penarth - Loft conversion to rear of 
property. 

Newydd Housing Association - Fford 
Elin, Barry - Construction of three 
dwellings and associated works. 

Mr M W N Hughes - 3 Millbrook 
Heights, Dinas Powys - Single storey 
extension to the front of the property. 

Mr P Groom - Greenacres, St Mary 
Church - Two storey side extension. 

Mr Eiryn Petty - Afallon, Pentre 
Meyrick, Cowbridge - Erection of first 
floor side extension. 

Newydd Housing Association - 33 
Eford Elin, Barry - Single storey rear 
extension plus new driveway for dis¬ 
abled occupant. 

Mrs Sheila Allsop - 37 Heol y 
Erenhines, Dinas Powys - Demolition 
of detached garage and front porch. New 
two storey extension to side of house 
with single storey porch to front of prop¬ 
erty^ 


Mrs Kemp — 41 Clive Place, Penarth - 
Reduce cherry. 

Mrs Linda Rogers, Arthur Jones & Sons 
(Contractors) Ltd - 73 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge - Demolition of covered 
yard. Reduction in height of L2m of 
concrete block-work. 

ESA Tree Care Ltd - Great House, 
Treoes - Crown lift pine and sycamores 
off road and crown reduction to 
sycamores (25%) and to pines. 

Maggie Knight, Penarth Arts and Crafts 
Ltd - Penarth Pier Pavillion - 
Alterations and new second floor obser¬ 
vatory extension to pavilion to include 
new roofs, new internal layout, building 
access improvements with new side 
entrances, lowering of ground floor, new 
first floor gallery and new lifts. 

Mr and Mrs Andrew Miller - The 
Rickyard, Upper Earm Court, Rhoose 
- Constmction of replacement dwelling, 
including conversion of existing barn. 
Ewenny Garden Centre Ltd - Ewenny 
Garden Centre (Eormerly Bridge 
Earm Garden Centre), Wick Road, 
Ewenny - three fascia signs and two 
directional signs. 

Mr Tim Cole - 35 Westward Rise, 
Barry - Constmct to rear of dwelling a 
kitchen and sunlounge/breakfast room 
with internal alterations. 

Mrs Lynda Hale - 3 Winsford Road, 
Sully - Change of use of property 
annexe only from residential use to busi¬ 
ness. Provisioin of complementary ther¬ 


Barry College guys grow charity 
moustaches - with mixed results! 


apies - primarily to adults with learning 
difficulties. 

Dr Tudno Watkins - 31 Cae Rex, 
Cowbridge - Eirst floor extensions and 
formation of dormer windows of front 
and rear. 

Mr Howard Potter - 10 The Square, 
Station Road, Dinas Powys - External 
sign. 

T J Kinsey & Sons - Cwm Derwen, 
Weycock Road, Barry - Earmworkers 
dwelling (bungalow). 

Mr Richard Gibbons - 13 Earl Road, 
Penarth - Proposed new garden shed. 
Mr Brown - The Westings, Park Road, 
Barry - Extension to rear of first floor, 
replacing existing conservatory. 

Mrs Crawley - The (Eive) Gables, 
Llandow - Eell two ash and one 
sycamore. Prune two sycamore. 

Mr Beavon - Gian yr Eglwys, 
Eleminston - Proposed new first floor 
level to existing bungalow. 

Mrs Murray - 15 Craig Yr Eos Road, 
Ogmore by Sea - Replacement conser¬ 
vatory to front of property. 

Mr William Crocker - 9 Raglan Close, 
Dinas Powys - Single storey side exten¬ 
sion to provide disabled showering facil¬ 
ities. 

Mr and Mrs Lee Hexter - 202 
Westbourne Road, Penarth - Proposed 
single storey side/rear extension. 

Mr Matthew Newman - 4 Cwrt-y-Vil 
Road, Penarth - Proposed replacement 
single storey rear extension. To include 


alterations to existing fenestration to rear 
annexe. 

Mr Matthew Donnelly - Land adjacent 
to 51, Pill Street and Little Dock 
Street, Penarth - Remove condition 3 
of planning consent 2009/01354/PUL to 
allow surface water to discharge into the 
public sewerage system. 

Mr Penton May - Moonfleet, St 
Andrews Road, Wenvoe - Erection of 
hardwood conservatory. 

Mr and Mrs James Burt - 15 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge - Alterations and extension 
to existing house. 

Mr and Mrs Williams - 4 Tyla Rhosyr, 
Cowbridge - Eirst floor side extension 
to include balcony to front elevation and 
extension of existing rear dormner at sec¬ 
ond floor level. 

Mrs Eleanor Morgan - Heol Eaen, 
Colwinston - Retention of use of land as 
garden extension. 

Mr Julian Golunski - Land adjoining 
and south of 12, Parklands, Corntown 

- Portal framed machinery/fodder build¬ 
ing. 

Mr and Mrs A and S Newton - 1 Efordd 
Yr Eglwys, Peterston Super Ely - 
Extension and alteration to provide addi¬ 
tional accommodation at ground floor 
and first floor. 

Mr Paul Beard - 10 Bron-y-Mor, Barry 

- Two storey extension. 

Mr Dave Cotton - 6 Glanmor Crescent, 
Barry - Retention of roof enclosure to 
front and side of property. 


Older people’s forum 
meets carers’ group 



A NUMBER of Barry College sports stu¬ 
dents and staff adorned their upper lips 
throughout November to raise money for 
charity. 

They took part in the ‘Movember’ challenge, to 
grow a moustache during Novembe,r to raise money 
for the Prostate Cancer charity. Since it started in 
Australia in 2003, more than 627,000 ‘Mo Bros’ and 
‘Mo Sistas’ have taken part in the annual event, 
aimed at changing the face of men’s health. 

Barry College’s group of Mo Bros, who started 
off clean shaven on November 1 and grew their soup 
strainers right up to the end of the month, raised £80, 
although some of the sport coaching and sport sci¬ 
ence BTEC students were more capable of cultivat¬ 
ing face fungus than others. 

Joining the Movember movement was the brain¬ 
child of sport and fitness lecturer Tom Cornelius. He 
said: “It was my idea, but the students all joined in 
when they found out what I was doing. 

“Some have had more success than others! A few 
members of staff have also taken part but some, who 
will remain nameless, found it too itchy!” 



ABOVE: 

Winnie Davies; Lynda Wallis; Coun Dorothy Turner (Vale carers 
champion); Rene Gannon (vice chairperson OPSF); Carol Stingl 
(EPP trainer/coordinator). 




THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(COLCOT ROAD AT ITS JUNCTION WITH 
WINSTON ROAD, BARRY) (PROHIBITION OF 
WAITING AT ANYTIME) ORDER 2010 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Sections 1 
and 2 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all 
other enabling powers intends in not less than twenty one days from the 
date of this Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the schedule below: 

Full details of the proposals, to include the proposed Order and plan no 
T/10/40/CEP may be inspected at the Vale of Glamorgan Council at the 
address shown below during normal office hours and any objections you 
may have to this proposal must be submitted to the Head of Visible 
Services (Ref. IF628) in writing by 30th December 2010 and must contain 
the grounds upon which you object. 

Persons objecting to the proposed Order are advised that in view of the 
Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 this Council is legally 
obliged to make any comments received in response to the proposed 
Order open to public inspection. 

SCHEDULE 

Proposed Prohibition of Waiting Order 
Make new Order. 

No waiting at anytime. 

Colcot Road, Barry 

On its north east side from a point 20 metres north west of its junction 
with Winston Road to a point 15 metres south east of that junction. 

Dated this 9th day of December 2010 
M. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


GORCHYMYN CYNGOR BRO 
MORGANNWG 2010 
(GWAHARDD AROS AR UNRHYW ADEG) 
(COLCOT ROAD WRTH El CHYFFORDD A 
WINSTON ROADY BARRI) 

Bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o dan Adrannau 1 a 2 
Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, yn 
gwneud Gorchymyn ymhen o leiaf un diwrnod ar hugain ar 61 dyddiad y 
Gorchymyn hwn i’r dibenion cyffredinol a nodwyd yn yr Atodlen isod: 
Cewch weld y cynigion Hawn, gan gynnwys y Gorchymyn arfaethedig a 
chynllun T/10/40/CEP yng Nghyngor Bro Morgannwg yn y cyfeiriad isod 
yn ystod oriau swyddfa arferol. Dylech gyfeirio unrhyw wrthwynebiad 
sydd gennych i’r cynnig at Bennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy (Cyf. IF 
628) ar ffurf Ilythyr erbyn 30 Rhagfyr 2010, gan egluro’ch rhesymau dros 
ei wrthwynebu. 

Os oes gennych wrthwynebiad i’r Gorchymyn, cofiwch fod gan y cyhoedd 
hawl 0 dan Ddeddf Llywodraeth Leol (Hawl i Wybodaeth) 1985 i weld 
unrhyw sylwadau sy’n cael eu gwneud, a bod dyletswydd gyfreithiol ar y 
cyngor i ddarparu ar gyfer hynny. 

ATODLEN 

Gorchymyn Gwahardd Aros arfaethedig 
Gwnewch Orchymyn newydd. 

Dim aros ar unrhyw adeg. 

Colcot Road, y Barri 

Ar ei hochr ogledd-ddwyreiniol rhwng man sy’n 20 medr i’r gogledd 
orllewin o’r gyffordd a Winston Road a man arall 15 medr i’r de ddwyrain 
o’r gyffordd honno. 

Dyddiedig 9 Rhagfyr 2010 
M. Punter 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo CF5 6AA. 


MEMBERS of the Vale Older People’s 
Strategy Forum were recently invited to a 
carers’ rights day in West House, Penarth. 

Crossroad Care Cardiff and the Vale provides sup¬ 
port, advice and respite breaks for carers, and the 
‘Lean On Me’ project increases opportunities of 
respite breaks for Carers in Cardiff and the Vale 
where families are coping with mental health prob¬ 
lems. 

Coun Dorothy Turner came along as the Vale of 
Glamorgan Carers Champion to support the carers 
and offer help and advice. 

Jo Hendry (counsellor and trainer) runs a month¬ 
ly group at Stanwell Road Baptist Church Hall in 
Penarth for carers and their dependent relatives with 
dementia. 

Telephone 029 2070 0057for more information. 



BARRY College students visited the 
Senedd recently, for a VIP tour and a 
discussion about future training and job 
prospects in legal, medical and wider 
administrative careers. 
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SWITCHING ON THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN 
PORTHCAWL WITH A FUN STREET PARTY 


PORTHCAWL switched on its Christmas 
lights in its traditional style, with an after¬ 
noon of events, leading up to the arrival of 
Santa. 

Master of ceremonies was DJ Lee Jukes 
from Bridge FM. There were fairground rides 
in John Street, and a hot chestnut stall run by 
the Round Table (pictured below). 

Accompanying the carol singing were mem¬ 
bers of the Porthcawl Comprehensive School 
Wind Band. 

Photographs by ALEX HERBERT 
For more pictures, go to: 

www.porthcawlchristmas 

festivaLco.uk 




ABOVE: 

The Mayor of Porthcawl, Court Mary 
Emment-Lewis, with the winners of the 
schooVs poster competition, which was 
organised by the town council. 

Scorpions 
schedule 
RL trial for 
Porthcawl 


SOUTH Wales 
Scorpions Rugby 
League Club are 
having another 
attempt to stage 
their open player 
trials this Sunday 
at Porthcawl RFC. 

Players are to report 
at 1pm to register for 
the trials that begin at 
2pm. 

The trials were 
orginially due to take 
plaee last Sunday but 
were postponed due to 
a frozen piteh. 

However, with the 
weather set to get a bit 
warmer by the week¬ 
end, and with snow 
starting to melt on the 
fields in the Bridgend 
and Porthcawl area, the 
club believes that they 
can give it a go this 
Sunday. 

Supporters are wel¬ 
come to watch the 
future stars of Wales 
Rugby League try out 
for a professional con¬ 
tract. 


The Scorpions has 
received more than 40 
applications from play¬ 
ers who come from 
across south Wales, 
some with previous 
Rugby League experi¬ 
ence and some who 
have only played rugby 
union. 

They are hopeful of 
picking up the next big 
star, as the club did last 
year when they 
unearthed players such 
Steve Parry, who was 
the league’s third high¬ 
est try scorer with 19 
tries. 

Jamie Murphy was 
discovered last yera 
and he has since signed 
for Crusaders. 

Also, 28-year-old 
Neil Dallimore, who 
had never played 
Rugby League before, 
ended up being one of 
the most consistent 
performers for the 
Scorpions. 
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Meagre reward for Vale cross-country runners 


THERE was disappointment for the Vale 
boys who competed at the first important 
cross-country championships of the win¬ 
ter season at Trelai Park, Cardiff - the 
South Wales Regional Schools event, cov¬ 
ering the former counties of Mid and 
South Glamorgan. 

Despite providing a very significant 88 of the 
512 finishers at the event, which was being staged 
for the 13th time, all the six Vale schools had as a 
reward at the end of a dry, sunny afternoon was a 
single individual medal, out of the 16 individual 
medals and 12 sets of team awards on offer. 

In the three races held, there are four sets of 
team awards on offer in each race - for the first 
three teams (of four) and the first B team. 

The number of individual medals depends on 
the age group, and the number of likely competi¬ 
tors - the first 8 in the under-13 race for years 7 
and 8, the first five in the under-15 (for years 9 and 



ABOVE: Dominic Farr (Bro 
Morgannwg) the first Vale sixth former to 
finish in the senior race. 


10) and the first three in the seniors (years 11-I-). 

That single medal success came in the opening 
under-15 race. While the two leaders - James Hunt 
(Brynteg) and Lewis Jones (Maesteg), both from 
Bridgend County Borough - were soon away from 
the field, there was a mighty battle behind them 
between Jack Gooch (Radyr), John Cove (Cardiff 
High), Morgan Thomas (Porthcawl) and the much- 
improved Matthew Collins (Barry 
Comprehensive). 

Using cross-country as a stamina aid for his 800 
metres on the track, year-10 Collins was the least 
experienced of the quartet and, over a long course, 
he had to settle for the fifth place medal behind 
Gooch and Cove, but he can take heart from fin- 



ABOVE: A very encouraging run from Connor 
Taylor (Llantwit), 8th in the under-15 race. 


ishing ahead of former Welsh Schools’ year-7 
champion Thomas. 

The other Vale athlete to catch the eye in this 
race was Connor Taylor. The Llantwit year-10 
showed that he has real potential by finishing a 
very creditable eighth. 

The second race of the afternoon, the under-13 
event, was easily the biggest of the day, with more 
than 250 finishers. Rian Thomas (Cowbridge, year- 
8) was the top-placed Vale runner, and he can feel 
pleased with his fine 10th place. Also in the top 20 
were Elliot Morris-Devred (Barry, year-8, 18th) 
and year-7 Jon Cummings (St Cyres, 20). 

Morgan Davies (Porthcawl), the silver medallist 
last year, dominated the senior boys’ race, easing 
away for a comfortable victory. Elliot Slade 
(Bishop of Llandaff) and Matthew Drury took sec¬ 
ond and third places. 

Behind that trio, there was a battle royal 
between three of the brightest year-11 prospects in 
the region - Mike Ward (Llanishen), Matthew 
Antoniazzi (Lewis School) and Matthew Edwards 
(Barry Comprehensive). Ward and Antoniazzi are 
both Welsh Schools internationals, and perhaps just 
had the extra experience on the day. 

Matthew Edwards may not yet have gained an 
international vest but he certainly has the ability to 
gain one. If he remains patient, and trains regularly 
and consistently, that honour may come at the end 
of this cross-country season. He should be satis¬ 
fied, but not pleased by his sixth place finish. 

Just outside the top 10, it is always good to see 
two year-13 pupils in action. Dominic Earr, sur¬ 
prisingly the only Bro Morgannwg pupil to com¬ 
pete in all three races, finished 11th, one place bet¬ 
ter than his Vale rival, Darren Jones (Llantwit). 
Both boys will be needed by South Wales region at 
the Welsh Inter Regional championships at Builth 
Wells on December 12, and by Cardiff & the Vale 
of Glamorgan Schools at the McCain Cardiff Cross 


Challenge (January 16) and the Aviva Welsh 
Schools Nationals at Brecon (March 16). 

The team competitions were dominated by 
Lewis School, Llanishen and Cwm Rhymni. 
Llantwit were the top-placed Vale school in the 
senior and under-15 sections, with Cowbridge fin¬ 
ishing fifth in both the A and B sections of the 
under-13 age group. 

Results of Vale pupils and teams: Senior Boys - 
5,790m - Years ll-i- - 72 finishers: 6 Matthew 
Edwards (Barry Comp) 20:36; 11 Dominic Earr 
(Bro Morgannwg) 22:07; 12 Darren Jones 
(Llantwit) 22:10; 21 Oliver Crosby (Llantwit) 
23:22; 22 Tom Howies (Llantwit) 23:25; 23 Dan 
Owen (Llantwit) 23:27; 26 Elliot Clissold (Barry 
Comp) 23:45; 35 Rhys Griffin (Cow) 24:43; 36 
Elliot Parry (Llantwit) 24:44; 51 James Williams 
(Cow) 25:50; 55 Lewys Jones (Cow) 26:04; 57 
Alun Jones (Barry Comp) 26:24; 58 Tom Parker 
(Llantwit) 26:27; 59 Adam Hewitt (Cow) 26:35; 60 
Richard Lewis (Barry Comp) 26:42; 64 Jake 
Walker (Cow) 27:42; 67 Stuart Eleming (Cow) 
28:54; 68 Jack Eilcox (Cow) 28:56; 69 Gareth 
Crapnell (Barry Comp) 29:25; 70 Harri Trotman 
(Cow) 30:21. 

A Teams: 4 Llantwit 78; 7 Barry Comprehensive 
149; 9 Cowbridge 200. 

Under-15 Boys - 4,700m - Years 9 andlO - 187 
finishers: 5 Matthew Collins (Barry Comp) 16:52; 

8 Connor Taylor (Llantwit) 17:33; 16 Ben Owen 
(Llantwit) 17:58; 18 Elliot Richards (Stanwell) 
18:06; 19 Sam Peterken (St Cyres) 18:14; 37 Jason 
Sami (Cow) ; 39 Curtis Hayes (Barry Comp) 

19:12; 46 leuan Jones (Stanwell) ; 57 Tom Morgan 
(Cow) 19:47; 59 Scott Laken (Cow); 63 Tom 
Owen (Cow); 64 Gareth Hurman (Barry Comp); 

66 James Elanagan (Stanwell); 69 Will Teague 
(Llantwit); 79 Tamas Barry (Stanwell); 98 Jacob 
Stokes-Mellor (Llantwit); 100 Rowan Miller 
(Llantwit); 102 Tomos Havard (St Cyres); 109 
Chris Powell (Cow); 111 Miles Jenkins (Cow); 121 
Liam Martin (Cow); 130 Tom Clay (Llantwit); 137 
Liam Tanner (Barry Comp); 164 Will Parker 
(Llantwit); 170 Andrew Young (Barry Comp); 171 
leuan Willey (St Cyres). 

A Teams: 7 Llantwit 191; 8 Stanwell 209; 9 
Cowbridge 216; 10 Barry Comprehensive 245. 

Under-13 Boys - 3,050m - Years 7 and 8-255 
finishers: 10 Rian Thomas (Cow) 11:53; 18 Elliot 
Morris-Devred (Barry Comp) 12:09; 20 Jon 
Cummings (St Cyres) 12:13; 21 Alex Love (Cow) 
12:14; 25 Spencer Robinson (Stanwell) 12:21; 32 
Richard Dangerfield (Llantwit); 38 Scott McMillan 
(Llantwit); 39 Ethan Hutchings (Stanwell); 42 Ben 
McCulloch (Stanwell); 46 Huw Bennett (Cow); 47 
Dewi Bennett (Cow); 48 Ellis Rosser (Cow); 56 
Luke Davidson (St Cyres); 58 Sean Davies (Cow); 
59 Luke Jeffries (Cow); 63 Will Marsh (Stanwell); 
74 AJ Harrhy (Barry Comp); 77 Morgan 
Humphries (Stanwell) 13:13; 83 Harry Lambert 
(Barry Comp); 90 Josh Kemp (Barry Comp); 105 
James Munn (Cow); 107 lestyn Willey (St Cyres); 
122 Joe Nott (Cow); 132 Rhys Gardner (Llantwit); 
136 Joshua Peterson (Cow); 143 Ethan John (Barry 
Comp); 144 Michael George (Barry Comp); 157 
Toby Walker (Cow); 172 Will Gale (Stanwell); 173 
Matt Jackson (St Cyres); 181 Dominic Astead 
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Click on for Special Offers 
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CAR SERVICING 

FROM £59.95 
BRAKES HUED 
FROM £34.00 
KUMHO TYRES 

FITTED FROM £29.95 
EG 155/70R13 
EXHAUST FITTING CENTRE 
BATTERIES FITTED 
FROM £43.95. EG 063 
KUMHO PERFORMANCE 
CENTRE DEPOTS AT: 
HOLTON RD, BARRY 
01446 745888 
LOWER GUTHRIE ST 
BARRY. 01446 737447 


SPT KU31 


All major credit cards accepted 


Nitrogen Inflation at BARRY TYRES 



ABOVE: The leading Vale boy in the 
under-13 race - Rian Thomas (Cowbridge). 


(Stanwell); 182 Jonathan Sparks (Llantwit); 185 
Tom Marsh (Stanwell); 190 Christian Davies (St 
Cyres); 191 Cameron Davies (Llantwit); 193 Ethan 
Darter (Llantwit) 15:08; 204 Jordan Davies 
(Llantwit); 205 Tom Slimmings (Llantwit); 212 
Tom Collins (Stanwell); 230 Jake Emmott (St 
Cyres); 247 Luke Johnson Brown (Cow); 250 
lestyn Jones (Llantwit). 

A Teams: 5 Cowbridge 124; 8 Stanwell 169; 10 
Barry Comp 265; 14 St Cyres 356; 15 Llantwit 
384. 

B teams: 5 Cowbridge B 270; 18 Stanwell B 
615; 20 Cowbridge C 662; 24 Llantwit B 793. 

PETER MORRIS 


Vale kart 
racer Tom 
meets 
his hero 


TOM HARVEY 
had a ‘once-in-a- 
lifetime’ tour of the 
McLaren-Mercedes 
El factory, when he 
met his hero Lewis 
Hamilton. 

Tom was invited to 
take part in the VIP 
.visit along with several 
of his rivals and friends 
from the national 
Eormula Kart Stars 
(EKS) Championship - 
the series that set 
Hamilton himself on 
the fast track to future 
superstardom just 
under a decade-and-a- 
half-ago. The 12-year- 
old Bonvilston-based 
hotshot earned his 
place on the trip by fin¬ 
ishing a superb third in 
the country in the 2010 
MSA British Cadet 
class of EKS. 

A guided tour of the 
impressive McLaren 
headquarters in 
Woking, Surrey, began 
with a privileged 
opportunity to take a 
look at some of the 
team’s most celebrated 
and successful cre¬ 
ations, from the beauti¬ 
fully-preserved, very 
first model campaigned 
by its eponymous 
founder Bruce 
McLaren almost half a 
century ago, through to 
the nigh-on invincible 
MP4/4 of 1988, and 
right up to Lewis 
Hamilton’s title-win¬ 
ning car of 2008. 

There was also the 
pioneering, never-raced 


six-wheeler of the 
1970s, the distinctive 
M23 with its innovative 
high airbox - a car 
driven to world cham¬ 
pionship glory by 
Brazil’s Emerson 
Eittipaldi back in 1974 
- as well as the 
machines from 
McLaren’s dominant 
era in the 1980s, when 
the likes of Niki Lauda, 
Alain Prost and Ayrton 
Senna all claimed the 
ultimate prize behind 
the wheel of one of the 
red-and-white cars. 

“Eor just a normal 
person like me, to get 
to see all the old cars 
and feel so much histo¬ 
ry there was just 
incredible!” Tom said. 
“I got to touch Senna’s 
car - a car that was 
once driven by the 
greatest legend in 
motorsport.” 

Tom said: 

“Considering Lewis is 
my favourite racing 
driver, to be able to 
meet him was just awe¬ 
some! 

“He spoke to each of 
us in-turn and remem¬ 
bered all of our names, 
which I thought was 
amazing. He told us 
what his favourite 
karting circuits were 
from when he raced in 
karts and I asked him 
what he thinks about 
before he goes out onto 
the grid. He said he 
just tries to chill by 
putting on a comedy 
show or listening to 
music”. 
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WITH OVER 100 VfHICLES AVAILABLE OVER 2 SITES 

WE'VE GOT SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
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V W1 MNAMCI THt CM 


VWf SKVICi THI C»B 


• 7 57 CMfVKOUT UCITTI 
tSTATt 


•s tstovn 

ttMCT WUI S»l 




€3975 


We are able to source all ex-motability vehicles including all makes & models. 
All vehicles are no more than 3 years old, Low mileage & full service history. 


^ Full dealer seniiced j 

• Only 3 years dd/low mileage I 

• Fully valeted and Inspected I 

• Competitive prices 

• One owner cars 

. Manual/Autos/Olesels/Petrot available. 

• MOTS 

• Parts & Labour Warranty 

• Choice of colours 

> O ver 500 vehicles available on demand^ 

CALL IN TODAY TO VIEW OUR MOTAfilLITY 
CARS ON OUR ONLINE SYSTEM 
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HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


APPROVED USED CAR 

WINTER 

EVENT 




EVENT STARTS 8th DECEMBER at 9am 
ENDS 15th DECEMBER at 5pm 


2010 JAZZ S 1.2 i-VTEC 


200 miles, in sherbert blue 
ABS brakes, 8 Air Bags 





24 Months 
Servicing 


£500 

Finance 


xBox 360 
Kinect 


24 Months 
Guarantee 
inc 

Roadside 

Assist 


allowance 
funded by 
Honda 


2 Years 
Road Tax 


£ 10,990 


26" LCD TV 
HD Ready 


During the event 
you can choose 
from one of 
these six 
complimentary 
offers! 


OFFERS ON EX DEMONSTRATOR HONDAS 


2010 JAZZ Si 1.2 i-VTEC 

50 miles, in crystal black 
Alloy Wheels, Air Conditioning, Spoiler 
*includes 3 year servicing 


©BassettsHonda 


Tremains Road, Bridgend CF31 1TZ 

Call 01656 662999 

visit www.bassetts-honda.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Monday • Friday Sara • 6pm Saturday Sam • 5pm Sunday 11am • 4pm 

r .. rv- I if f« mpogewtcfbil9wterfssftvyWpf f HD csdt 0* liwiaM EPcbdetevctw^ciin ssmcepwtfMtXrtf f« 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Streep Barry CF62 7AJ. EstJ979 




r 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi ^ 
Special Edition Automatic 5-dr Station 
Wagon. In black with grey suede interior, cli¬ 
mate control, memory heated electric seat, 
roof rails, only 41,750 miles . £13,995 


56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tec Type-S 3-drl 
Hatchback. In alabaster silver with I 
alcantara/suede interior, climate control, CD, I 
alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only I 
24,405 miles. £8,995 f 


57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-dr Hatchback.! 

In flamenco red with Talucan black interior, air I 
con, CD with aux input, front fogs, immobiliser, I 
only 41,980 miles. £5,995 | 


54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr] 
Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black inte¬ 
rior, 8 spoke alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, 
e/front windows, only 39,760 miles . . . .£6,995 | 


PRESTIGE 


I 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles. £18,995 

I 07 07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 
I 06 56 BMW 1161 SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers. £9,995 

I 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

I 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

1 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

I 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles. £4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 TDi 80 Reference Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In metallic silver with reference grey 
interior, alloy wheels, air con, ISOFIX anchorage point front electric windows, one owner, only 18,500 

miles.£6,995 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles....£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tec Type-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£8,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia 
leather interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 miles 
£6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles.£4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£4,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles.£9,995 

04 BMW 3 Series 2.0 TD 320CD Sport 2-dr coupe in orient blue with beige leather interior, sat nav, 

wood trim, TV automatic air con, MV2 alloy wheels, onit 93,440 miles.£8,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, multi- 
CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles.£3,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 
air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles.£12,995 

57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen- 


SMALL 


sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Styie 5-Door Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto Ebony interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric front windows, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 25,480 miles.£5,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 DODGE Caliber 2.0TD SXT 5-dr Hatchback. In bright silver clearcoat with Pastel slate grey leather 

interior, air con, multi CD, cruise control, traction control system, only 42,230 miles.£6,995 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

06 06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£5,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

01 51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£2,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M:Play 3-dr Hatchback. In flamenco red with Talucan black interior, air con, CD 

with aux input, front fogs, immobiliser, only 41,980 miles.£5,995 

05 57 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Styie 3-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with Kyoto ebony interior, CD, driver 

and passenger air bags, colour coded bumpers, front electric windows, only 30,900 miles.£4,995 

05 55 FORDV Fiesta 1.4 TD Studio 3-dr hatchback in moondust silver with intro midnight cloth interior, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, CD, £30 a year road tax, low mileage.£3,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-dr Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, multi cd, body coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.£4,995 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles.£3,495 

04 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£6,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MINI One 1.6 3-dr hatchback in indie blue with anthracite/panther black interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome mirror caps, electric panoramic glass r oof, only 71,000 miles.£5,995 

02 51 ALFA ROMEO 1.6 T-Spark Lusso 3-dr Hatchback in Alfa red with elegant velour interior, alloy 

wheels, air conditioning. I-pod connection, colour coded bumpers, only 79,085 miles.£2,995 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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05 BMW X5 3.0 D 
Sport Exclusive Auto 



In black with cream leather, 
pan-roof, 61,000 miles. 

£18,995 


07 Mercedes C220 CDi 
Avant Garde Estate Auto 



In met silver, 65,000 miles, 
superb throughout. 

£12,995 


57 Audi A4 2.0 TDi 
Convertible Auto 



In met red with beige leather 
seats, one owner, 
fantastic value at £11,995 



In white, 8,000 miles, host 
of extras, 1 owner 

REDUCED TO £7,995 
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SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £23,995 

BMW X5 3.0 D Sport Exclusive Auto. In black with cream leather, pan-roof, 61,000 miles.£18,995 

PORSCHE Cayenne ‘S’ 4.5 V8 Manual. Dark met-green, black leather heated seats, sat-nav, 56,000 mis £16,995 
VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. Silver with black leather, 44,000 miles, convertible . REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £13,995 
MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout.... £12,995 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh. FANTASTIC VALUE AT £8,995 

BMW 116i ES 5-dr. In granite metallic, 34,000 miles, stylish family hatch at.£7,995 

HONDA Civic Type R 3-dr. In black, 44,000 miles, local car with a/c, alloys. SUPERB VALUE AT £6.995 

LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 ‘S’ 5-dr Automatic. In black, 72,000 mile diesel 4x4.£6.995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 Diesel GX 5-Dr. In champagne metallic, 87,000 miles, lots of history including belts . £5,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 1.8 VVTi NV 3-dr. In birch met, 43,000 miles, 2 local owners.£4,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 
SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In white, 8,000 miles, host of extras, 1 owner REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VW Polo 1.9 TDi Sport 3-dr. In black, 43,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, cd, alloys.£7.295 

CHEVROLET Aveo 1.4 LT 5-dr Auto. In red, 4,000 miles, fantastic value at.£6,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles, alloys, a/c, c/d, etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 
RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Automatic. In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles . £5,995 
VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3T-Spirit 5-Dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr. In black, 34,000 miles with a/c, alloys, etc.£5,695 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 
FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles, 1 owner, low road tax.£4,995 

SKODA Fabia Ambiente 16v 5-dr. In met gold, 25,000 miles, local car with a/c etc .£4,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-Dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,695 

SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c.. . £4,695 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc. £3,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. In black, 20,000 miles, 2 owners with cd, etc.£3,995 

CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met-green, 58,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, alloys etc.£3,995 

CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys. . . REDUCED BY £300 TO £2,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

DAEWOO Laceti 1.6 SX 5-dr. In silver, 55,000 miles, with a/c, cd. alloys.£2,995 

ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd, etc.£2,995 

ALFA Romeo 147 1.6 Lusso 5-dr. In silver, Italian flair + style at only.£2,995 

ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

ROVER 75 2.0 V6 Connoisseur SE. In light gold met with full leather trim, 48,000 miles, 1 lady owner .. £2,995 

RENAULT Clio Authentique. In black, 73,935 miles, c/I, e/w, c/d.£2,695 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 45,000 miles, alloys & CD.£2,295 



In met blue, 44,000 miles, 
ideal family hatch with a/c, cd 

£4,995 


07 Renault Scenic 
1.6 WTi Dynamic 



In met-grey, only 10,000 
miles, 1 owner 

REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 


57 Smart Four two 
1.0 Passion Auto 



(New Model) 

In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, 
£30 road tax £4,695 


04 BMW X3 
2.5 Sport 



Met grey, 58,000 miles, 
with sat nav 

£9,995 


Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry trim Station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES WkM 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • All CARS HPi ClEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Young Lewis, (10), has designs on 
a new car and some new films! 



ABOVE: Lewis Panniers and Andrew Maciver, sales manager 
Sinclair Volkswagen, Cardiff with the winning car design. 


A BRIDGEND boy will see his 

‘comic book hero’ design brought 
to life on a Volkswagen Touran 
and received a year’s supply of cinema 
tickets for his efforts. 


Lewis Panniers aged 10 from Bridgend, was 
announced as the winner of the Sinclair 
Volkswagen ‘design a car’ competition, which 



vanhire.co.uk 


WWW. 


House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 
Large Fleet 
of Cars 

(Focus, Fiesta j 

Zafiras, Focus 
Estates) 

• People Carriers"’ 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 


4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 
Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 
9-seat Mini Buses 
Tippers 

VW Transporters 

Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 
Roof Racks Available 
CDW (Collision Damage 


Waiver) from £10 per day 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

# Full AA Cover 

hire@wicl<Yanhire.co.uk 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


marked the launch of Volkswagen’s new MPVs, the 
Touran and Sharan. 

Youngsters were challenged to create an imagi¬ 
native and colourful design, based on their 
favourite comic book hero, to celebrate the new 
family orientated vehicles. 

Clive Williams, Sinclair’s group operations man¬ 
ager, said: “We were overwhelmed by the number 
of entries we received. 

“Lewis’s design instantly captured our attention 
due to his creative use of characters and colours. 
Clearly he is talented and his passion for super¬ 
heroes were certainly evident in his design. 

“We are delighted to introduce two new family 
cars to our range and felt a competition aimed at 
young people would be an excellent way to show¬ 
case their arrival. 

“Lewis’s winning design will feature on Sinclair 
Volkswagen Cardiff’s demonstrator Touran, and 
includes the Batman and Superman emblems on 
the vehicle’s sides, with a Captain America logo 
on the roof.” 


Make sure you can 
brake safely - have 
your tyres and brakes 
checked regularly 
throughout ike year,,. 
Be safe, not sorry! 
Photo by Glyn Evans 
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GEM sport 


COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS 


NETBALL TEAM TAKE 
THIRD PLACE IN FIRST 
COUNTY TOURNAMENT 


COWBRIDGE played in 
the year-11 county net- 
ball tournament prelimi¬ 
nary round, held for the 
first time at Cowbridge. 

In the group were Plasmawr, St 
Richard Gwyn and Llantwit 
Major. 

In the first game, Plasmawr 
quickly took the lead and this con¬ 
tinued throughout the game, with 
Cowbridge scoring one goal. The 
final score was 6-1 to Plasmawr. 

In the second game, St Richard 
Gwyn, took the lead and 
Cowbridge could never get back 
to them, losing 6-1 again. 

In the final game, Cowbridge 
finally got a win against Llantwit 
Major, winning 6-2. 

Throughout the games, Caitlin 
Allin (year-10) played well in 


defence with Laura Howells. 
Rachel Bradshaw had a tough time 
in centre court but made sure she 
made the link from defence to 
attack operate smoothly. 

In attack, Katie Wynne, Romy 
Killick and Main Boxall (year-10) 
all played good games and worked 
hard to score when given posses¬ 
sion. 

Overall, Plasmawr came first, 
winning all their games. St 
Richard Gwyn came second, 
Cowbridge third and Llantwit 
fourth. 

Player of the match: Caitlin 
Allin. 

ST DAVID’S and Llangan 
Primary School took part in the 
second transition league game, 
hosted by Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

St David’s brought two teams 


and Llangan brought one, as they 
have only recently started to play 
netball, so all credit to them for 
taking part. 

St David’s A Team were the 
clear winners, beating St David’s 
B 10-0 and Llangan 12-0 with 
some excellent centre court and 
shooting play. 

St David’s B team came second 
after beating Llangan in a very 
close game, winning 2-1. 

The aim of the transition league 
is for the preliminary schools to 
play competitive matches at the 
comprehensive school and to use 
the new facilities at the school. 

The next transition event will 
be cross country in February, 
where hopefully more of the 
Cowbridge cluster primary 
schools will take part. 


Guarded optimism for a 
squash championship win! 


COWBRIDGE Bar 44 
A squash team’s 
recent results have set 
up a mouth-watering 
Championship show¬ 
down with rivals 
Rhiwbina ‘B’ for a fit¬ 
ting Bnale to the cur¬ 
rent South Wales 
League campaign. 

The most recent 
thrilling encounter took 
place at The Cowbridge 
Athletic Ground courts 
when South Wales Police 
team were visitors. 

The police had inflict¬ 
ed a close defeat on the 
Cowbridge men a few 
weeks earlier and so 
revenge was uppermost 
in the local lads’ minds - 
any sort of victory would 
virtually guarantee 
another promotion for 
Nick Guard and his team. 

Jon Bisson was first 
on court at No 2 to 
embark on a further 
extension to his seven- 
match unbeaten run 
despite suffering from a 
heavy dose of ‘man flu’. 

Bisson struggled to get 
his usual zip into his 
game in the early 
exchanges and duly went 
down 5-9 in the first 
game. An extremely tight 


second game followed 
with both players having 
the opportunity to win it 
with numerous game- 
balls each before “JB” 
pulled through 10-9. 

There was only one 
player looking under the 
weather thereafter and 
Bisson came through the 
stronger taking the 
remaining games 9-4, 9- 
4 to win 3-1! 

Meanwhile, No 3 
Garfield Leask had been 
struggling to get into the 
groove against his wily 
opponent and experienc¬ 
ing more difficulty with 
the cooler than usual 
court conditions due to 
the cold weather. 

Leask spent most of 
the first game playing 
catch up squash before a 
flourish by his left-hand¬ 
ed opponent to lose 6-9. 

He then ‘disappeared’ 
2-9 in the second before 
some form of realisation 
took place to change tac¬ 
tics in the third and 
fourth games which paid 
dividends 9-4, 9-3. 

This comeback had 
taken its toll and could 
not be sustained in the 
fifth with the extremely 
fit police officer taking 


the game 9-1. 

The No Is had contin¬ 
ued the match with the 
police’s Huw Thomas 
finding some early pace 
to out-hit the Cowbridge 
leader Nick Guard 9-4 in 
the first, before Guardy 
steadied his game and 
demoralised his oppo¬ 
nent 9-5, 9-1, 9-1. Hence 
Cowbridge were back on 
top 2-1 at this stage with 
the Nos 4 and 5 to decide 
the evening match. 

Simon Payne (no 4) 
and Niall Sloan (no 5) 
had both been dealt 2-3 
defeats by their respec¬ 
tive police opponents in 
the previous away fixture 
and were both looking to 
improve on results and 
so take the match and 
bonus points for 
Cowbridge. 

Both players set about 
the task with varying 
degrees of success in the 
first game of each match 
but both going 0-1 down 
- Payne managing to get 
to an 8-10 tie-break 
while Sloan was out¬ 
played 2-9. 

However, both players 
fought back to t^e the 
second game in each 
match but this was short¬ 


lived success both losing 
their third games. Again, 
they both came fighting 
back to take each fourth 
game 9-7. This was nail- 
biting stuff for the sup¬ 
porting gallery knowing 
that if either player could 
reverse the games trend 
then a mighty fine win 
was on the cards. 

Sloan managed to be 
nip and tuck through his 
fifth game to about mid¬ 
way before being out¬ 
gunned 6-9. Meanwhile 
things had not looking 
good on the other court 
where Payne found him¬ 
self 2-6 down before 
turning in a superbly 
consistent spell of squash 
to deny his opponent 
another point and so win 
his string but more 
importantly the match 3- 
2 (match score 18-10 
including bonuses). 

The Cowbridge A Bar 
44 team now sit eight 
points ahead of arch 
rivals Rhiwbina ‘B’ at 
the top of South Wales 
Division 2 East ‘A’ with 
one match to play - 
where? Yes, at Rhiwbina 
- where barring a heavy 
defeat it should see ‘As’ 
crowned champions. 


Matthew has first international 
appearance ‘snatched away’ 


Last Saturday, 
December 4, 

Matthew Collins 
should have been 
competing for the 
four-boy Welsh 
Schools under-16 
squad at the SIAB 
schools’ internation¬ 
al combined events 
international at the 
Kelvin Hall in 
Glasgow. 


In his first full year 
in the sport, the Barry 
Comprehensive year-IO 
has made his mark on 
the track over 400 and 
800 metres, and in the 
combined events, con¬ 
testing five disciplines - 
hurdles, long jump, 
high jump, shot and 
800 metres. 

Although his inter¬ 
national kit had 
arrived, last 

Wednesday, the 


unwanted telephone 
call came that Welsh 
Schools had been 
advised by their coach 
company to say that, 
given the existing and 
expected weather con¬ 
ditions, they would not 
be able to transport the 
team. 

Later that week, the 
news came through 
that, because of the 
weather conditions, the 
event had been can¬ 


celled, with no chance 
of re-scheduling. 

To have your first 
international appear¬ 
ance snatched away in 
that fashion can be a 
huge blow. Hopefully, 
that will not be the case 
with young Matthew, 
and he will come out of 
it even more deter¬ 
mined to work hard 
and improve, and earn 
international honours 
in 2011! 


I ON AND OFF THE TURF with BRIAN LEEHI 

New sponsorship deal agreed 
for revived Champion Hurdle 


NORTHERN Racing and 
Ffos Las Racecourse have 
announced a three-year 
sponsorship deal for the 
williamhilLcom Welsh 
Champion Hurdle. 

The six-figure agreement runs 
until 2013 and positions the two- 
mile race as a major target for 
every top hurdler in Britain and 
Ireland. 

The race was revived earlier 
this year at Ffos Las Racecourse, 
but the scheduled fixture in 
January was abandoned because 
of extreme wintry conditions. 

The inaugural new 
williamhill.com Welsh Champion 
Hurdle, with £45,000 in prize- 
money, will now take place on 
Saturday, February 5, 2011. 

Northern Racing’s group 
managing director Tony Kelly 
said: “This is a fantastic sponsor¬ 
ship deal for the race, which helps 


to give it the status that it deserves 
in the jump racing calendar. We 
are thrilled that William Hill are 
giving the race their support. 

“I’m sure - with its great tim¬ 
ing less than six weeks before the 
Cheltenham Festival and its 
Channel 4 coverage - it is a race 
that will be of interest to the con¬ 
nections of the leading contenders 
for the Champion Hurdle itself. 

“Ffos Las Racecourse has 
thrived since its opening in 2009 
and has made its mark on the 
sport of horse racing. 

“The new williamhilLcom 
Welsh Champion Hurdle offers 
the racecourse a showpiece race, 
and hopes to welcome some high- 
class hurdlers for what should be 
a tremendous day of racing in 
early February.” 

William Hill’s sponsorship 
manager Jennie Prest said: “We 
are delighted to put our name to 
the WilliamhilLcom Welsh 


Champion Hurdle - a sponsorship 
that completes a full sweep of 
high-profile sponsorships for us 
in each of the home nations. 

“Run historically in many 
other guises, it will now hold the 
mantle as one of the premier hur¬ 
dle races in the calendar, and 
alongside the team at Ffos Las we 
look forward to developing the 
day as major pre-Cheltenham tri¬ 
als day.” 

The race was last run in the 
spring of 2002 at Chepstow 
Racecourse, by which time it was 
a class B handicap race. When 
won in 1990 by Champion 
Hurdler Beech Road, it was a list¬ 
ed event. 

Traditionally held in April, the 
race began to suffer competition 
from Aintree and Punchestown 
Racecourses and sometimes 
attracted only a small field of run¬ 
ners. 


Dedicated coach 


THE athletics com¬ 
munity, not only in 
Barry but also in 
south Wales, was 
shocked by the 
recent death of John 
Hartley, the most 
experienced and 
longest-serving 
coach of the local 
club, Barry & Vale 
Harriers. 

John has been a part of 
the club for more than 30 
years, and has helped 
young athletes of all 
standards to improve 
their performance, with a 
number of them achiev¬ 
ing international hon¬ 


ours. Together with the 
Ireland family, he helped 
both the club and its ath¬ 
letes develop. 

It is a mark of the 
respect in which he was 
held within athletics that 
St Helen’s Church was 
packed for his funeral 
service, with both John 
Penny, the president of 
Welsh Athletics, and 
Peter Lane, the chairman 
of South Wales Region, 
in the congregation, 
together with Barry & 
Vale Harriers chairman, 
Fred Malkin, and many 
current and past mem¬ 
bers of the club. 

PETER 

MORRIS 


COWBRIDGE 
BRIDGE CLUB 
RESULTS 


VALE of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club, November 
29: 

1st, Joan Jenkins and 
Jane Brook 61.51 per 
cent; 2nd, Marjorie and 
Dennis Smith 60.42; 3rd, 
Anne Hughes and John 
Edwards 59.13; 4th, 
Marlorie Morris and 
Linda Pinnock 57.99; 
5th, Terry Evans and 
Alan Lewis 55.16; 6th, 
Barrie Waite and 
Graham Norris 51.19. 

Please note that next 
Monday, December 13, 
will be a normal bridge 
night, with Christmas 


celebration, including 
wine and nibbles. 

Cowbridge & District 
Bridge Club, November 
30: 

1st, Sara Bartlett and 
Anne Hughes 65.63 per 
cent; 2nd, Sylvia Phillips 
and Pauline McAllen 
63.28; 3rd, Pat and 
Brian Swain 59.03; 4th, 
Teri Pollard and David 
Wright 53.13; 5th, Mearl 
Owen and Debbie 
Rosevear 52.34; 5th, 
Hugh Williams and 
Gordon Berrey 52.34. 

BRIAN 

SWAIN 


Visitors most wf4come 


MEALS 


4 Ball 
£50.00 

Per 

Tee Time 


Join 

for 

£25.00 

(Ideal Xmas Rresenlll 


bolf/Retaif 
Vouchers 
for Sale 

(Ideal Xmas Present!] 



COTTRELL PARK 

GOLF MSOKT 
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